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Helpful tips for writing

The exchange of wedding vows is a key
component of a wedding ceremony and
sometimes helps to ensure the marriage is
binding in accordance with the faith of the
participants. Vows also may be exchanged
in service of tradition. According to the
wedding resource Zola, vows are not a legal
necessity for marriage and some cultures
do not use them. Still, many couples like to
recite vows during their weddings.

Couples have various options pertaining
to the vows they share. In religious ceremo-
nies, vows may be predetermined as part of
the requirements and rituals of that faith
and religious texts. Individuals also may
choose to read romantic verses from poetry.
Another option is to write one’s own vows.

When drafting vows, here are some
guidelines to follow.

 Utilize a template. Scour the internet
for resources on writing vows. You'll likely
find sample vows or even templates where
you can fill in information if you do not
know where to begin.

 Utilize memories of when you met.
Your vows can include special anecdotes or
stories of time spent in the early days when
you first knew this was the person with
whom you would spend your life.

» Explain who this person is to you. Tell
the audience what it is about this person
that has you smitten. Is he or she your
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partner in crime? Confidante? Best friend?
Or all of the above?

* Share what you are pledging. Write out
exactly what you are vowing to your special
someone. Be definitive and draw from your
personal experiences. For example, “I vow
to support you each time you adopt another
shelter dog.” “I promise to not hog the
covers.” “ I vow to warm your toes on cold
evenings.” Make it personal, heartfelt and
humorous.

» Say you'll be there. At the heart of
vows is a promise that you’ll be around no
matter what life throws at you. This is a safe
sentiment to include in your vows, and like-
ly one your future spouse and other guests
will come to expect.

* Keep things brief. There is no need
to write a novel for your vows, which may
reassure you if you're nervous about the
right wording and speaking in front of
an audience. Outline the most important
points you want to share and build on those
sentiments.

¢ Reflect on the future. Wrap up your
vows by noting your excitement about what
the future may bring, whether that is a
family, travel or another adventure.

Wedding vows are traditional compo-
nents of many weddings. Couples easily
can write their own vows to personalize the
ceremony even further. ®



ELEVATED SOUTHERN CUISINE ¢ CRAFT COCKTAILS

Public House of Dahlonega

Kitchen & Cocktails
1108 N Grove St., Dahlonega, GA - (706) 864-0008

Make your wedding journey even more special with an in-
timate and memorable rehearsal dinner at Public House.
From elegant dining rooms to our mouthwatering menu, we
offer the perfect setting to gather your closest family and
friends before your big day. Our exceptional service, deli-
cious cuisine, and warm ambiance will ensure your rehears-
al dinner is as unforgettable as your wedding day.

Open Mon - Friat 11:00 am - Sat & Sun Brunch at 10:00 am




AT UNICOI STATE PARK & LODGE

A special day deserves a special setting, and at Unicoi State Park
& Lodge the setting is always spectacular. The property offers a
variety of venues for couples looking to exchange vows at our

scenic park. At Unicoi, your trip down the aisle in any of our
venues and verdant forests will feel truly special.

STATE PARK & LODGE

UnicoiLodge.com



www.unicoilodge.com

There is no doubt the stunning natural setting
at Unicoi State Park & Lodge is perfect
for any wedding ceremony and reception.

We understand that your We make it easy for you to enjoy
wedding ceremony or reception your wedding day, offering

site is the most important part of expert assistance with catering,
your wedding planning. While lodging, and event planning

the exquisite surroundings at services every step of the way.
Unicoi State Park & Lodge make

us an obvious choice, brides Let our expert staff work with
also love that we ease the worry you to set the perfect mood for a
of wedding planning. wedding event that really shines.

Please call us for details about
our venues and services.

Patrick Nelson (Sales Manager)
706-878-2201 x 267

p-nelson@unicoilodge.com
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800-654-6313
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www.forresthillsresort.com

Located in Dahlonega, Georgia, this mountainside
resort features on-site horseback riding, as well as
full-service restaurant facilities and banquet halls, a
volleyball and basketball court, and swimming pool.

We have everything a bride needs and wants in one place:
« Two picturesque wedding gardens for large
or small ceremonies.

« Two reception venues
» Wedding Coordinator

« Affordable packages with catering, cake, salon,

groom’s lounge and more included.
» Horse drawn carriages — 3 to choose from.
» Honeymoon cabins with hot tub and fireplace.
» Guest and group accommodations (Breakfast included)
« Pool, pickleball, volleyball, game & fitness room,
massage and more on site

forresthillsresort.com

. -654-631
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Planning your wedding day

The notion that “timing is everything”
is applicable in many situations, perhaps
none more so than on a couple’s wedding
day. Many couples spend months, if not
years, planning their weddings in the
hopes that all that hard work will
ultimately result in a day they
will cherish forever.

The sheer volume
of things to do on a
wedding day can
make couples feel
overwhelmed.
Those feel-
ings can be
overcome by
emphasizing
timing on
the day of
the wedding.
Wedding day
timelines will
differ depending
on variables that are
unique to each cou-
ple’s wedding, but the
following are some factors to
consider as couples organize the
big day.

* Venue(s): The schedule couples adhere
to on their wedding day will be greatly
affected by their choice of venue. Does the
venue have somewhere on premises for the
couple and their party to get ready? Are the
ceremony and reception being held at the
same venue? Before creating a timeline,
consider the location of the ceremony and
reception venue(s) and the accommodations
each provides. Getting to and from multiple
facilities won’t be an issue if couples choose
a multipurpose venue where they can get
ready, tie the knot and dance the night
away all in one place. Couples who will be
moving from venue to venue throughout
the day must build the time it takes them
and their party to get about into their
timelines.
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* Wedding party: The size of the wed-
ding party also bears consideration when
planning a wedding day timeline. Large
parties will require more time to get ready,
and that should be factored into couples’

timelines. Large parties also may
be harder to corral and trans-

port from place to place,
so couples should build
some extra time into

their timelines to

: account for that.

Small wedding
parties can be
easier to man-
age, so couples
with small
parties may be
able to begin
their timelines
a little later in
the day than
those with large
wedding parties.
* Weather: Weather
is the most unpredictable
variable couples need to
plan for on their wedding days.
As the wedding day approaches, couples
can monitor the day’s forecast and then
make any necessary changes to account
for inclement weather. Getting around in a
rainstorm will likely take longer than mov-
ing about on a sunny day, so some minor
tweaks to the timeline may be necessary if
storms or another type of inclement weath-
er is in the forecast.

Couples can access wedding day
timeline templates on various websites.

But it’s important that couples remember
that their weddings are unique, so online
guidelines might not be realistic. A careful
consideration of a handful of variables
specific to couples’ weddings can help them
craft timelines that make their big day go
smoothly. ®
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LOOK
YOUR
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LESS

with a tailored suit
or tux for you or
your bridal party
altered perF ctly

just for you!

Designer Suits 1 49 OTHER STORES
from only 3 29 HEILID e 11

125 ]ohn W. Morrow ]r. Pkwy.
(Across from Lakeshore Mall),
Gainesville, GA * Mon.-Sat. 10-6

www.barrysmenswear.com
NORTH GEORGIA’S WEDDING HEADQUARTERS FOR OVER 50 YEARS!
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www.thereverevenue.com

Indulge in Elegance

The Revere is a luxury, resort-style property in Dawsonville, Georgia
that caters to weddings, small gatherings, corporate events, custom
wine tours, and celebrations. The property includes a classically-styled,
9,000 square-foot venue and features more iconic scenery than any
other in the United States. Some of the special features guests will en-
counter while visiting The Revere are a breath-taking pond waterfall,
eye-catching fountain, helicopter pad, groom’s lodge, photo barn, and
the list goes on.

The brand new, 9,000 square-foot Luxury Events Venue includes a
6,000 square-foot ballroom floor (850 person max capacity), where
no expense and no detail has been forgotten. The venue has a total of
15,000 square-feet of indoor / outdoor event space, with a main level
covered cocktail patio, as well as an outdoor second level cocktail deck.
Not only is the venue very large, but the property also encompasses the
largest stand-alone Groom’s Lodge and Bridal Estate in the Country.

The name ‘The Revere’ is a reflection of the boutique brand experi-
ence that clients can expect when working with us. Our clientele is re-
vered from the moment they drive through our gated entrance; not only
with our high-quality service, but also by the property, land, design, and
brand. The Revere is an ideal combination of timeless character crafted
with a modern design.

We are a valet and concierge venue, meaning that all events will have
staff catering to every need of your guests from the second they arrive
for an unmatched guest experience. The Revere is an ideal combination
of timeless character crafted with a modern design. A place to cele-
brate, to come together and share your story with those most important
to you, with style and elegance, in a luxury event venue ... where no
detail has been overlooked.

THE REVERE

LUXURY WEDDINGS
AND EVENTS

678-485-8859
8617 Hwy 136 West Dawsonville GA 30534
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Book your party of 10 or more for manicures &
pedicures, & the bride receives a free spa pedicure
Call us for details and rates.

manicure | pedicure
waxing | hair

facial | massage |
eyelash extensions 125 Clarkesvile Plaza,
food & beverage 706 839 7250




THE PREMIER GEORGIA WEDDING AND EVENTS VENUE,
CHOTA FALLS, CELEBRATES ITS 25TH YEAR OF CREATING
LASTING MEMORIES.

Chota Falls Private Estate, the number one rated [
full-service wedding venue located in the North

Georgia mountains of Rabun County, celebrates 25

years of award winning events. Over its quarter =%
century of existence, this destination venue has
hosted over a thousand wedding celebrations,
corporate meetings, and special occasions, creating a
multitude of memorable experiences and
relationships. Nestled on 100 acres in the heart of
nature, this one and only unique venue features both } _

a natural 100-foot waterfall and a charming white
chapel for your wedding ceremony, as well as
multiple reception venues, with on-site comfortable
lodging accommodations.

Chota Falls is a destination hosting both intimate
gatherings of 25 or more and grand celebrations for i
up to 250. As attested by multiple positive online e &
reviews and features on websites including Thc:l_ —
Knot, The Wedding Wire, and Cosmopolitan, a
recent Google review is typical: I:_.

“This is the most beautiful property in [
Georgia...The owners and the staff truly love
their guests.”

-

Chota guests can experience lush gardens, serene streams, and breathtaking mountain
views over three states, each providing a most unique background for photography and
an unforgettable personal experience in nature. The amenities also include spacious
indoor and outdoor gathering areas, indoor and outdoor lighting, signature bonfires,
pond and fountain side cozy seating, as well as charming villas for your wedding guests.

Within these beautiful settings, Chota Falls also offers the latest wedding inspirations
and trends, with a top award-winning on-site floral and décor design directot, approved
vendor partnerships, and a very highly praised in-house chef. Chota’s event coordinator
provides individualized care and is one of the venue’s most unique and valuable services
as couples and other visitors plan their festivities in this “heaven on earth.” “Lawanna,
Henry, and the entire Chota Falls staff walked us through every step and made sure we
felt comfortable with each decision.”

In 2025, Chota Falls is celebrating its 25th year with special discounts. This unique
property and caring staft continue to create lasting memories and new relationships for
couples who come to celebrate their weddings and other special gatherings.

Book @our (ner %ﬂé@gf
706-490-5557

info@ChotaFalls.com
[Chotakalls.com|
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Say “I do”in a breathtaking setting, surrounded by
mountain beauty and timeless romance.

The Sautee Inn, nestled in the heart of North Georgia,
where historic charm meets affordable elegance.

bl .

-

in wedding...

& Charming guest rooms for the
bridal party

®» . Famous breakfasts to start
‘ your perfect day

Your dream wedding is waiting.
Book now!  TheSauteelnn.com
Call: 706.878.8217



www.thesauteeinn.com

We could tell you how lovely it is to get married at The Sautee Inn,

but we thought you would rather hear it from one of our brides
who tied the knot with us last fall.

//V\//_A_\\\

The Sadlee Inn
When my fiance and | storfed planning ovr wedding, we wanted
something fimeless, romantic, and af fordaole—uer it feit impossivle
unfil we found The Sawtee Inn. From ovr first tour, we knew this was
More than o venve; it Was an experience. Hisforic charm, sweeping
mMountain Views, and a Waurm atmospnere put vs at ease rigt awa,
We booked the entire inn for three nights, giving vs exclusive access
for our oridal parfy and faumily,

Like most brides, | worried aoovt every detiil: comfort for ovr guesfs,
& Smooth event, and al our requests being met. Bt as soon as we
seftled in, those nerves disappeared. The eigint guest rooms were boti
vnique and charming, combining old-world appea with modern
amenities. My bridesmaids and | spent” tie night before tihe wedding

lwghing and S0aKing) in the magjic, while mif hsoand-fo-oe and s
groomsmen 8(\]0‘46d the Wrapa ound POYGV\ overlook'\ng the Mountains.

£a.ch morning, We wWoke 10 an incrediole breakfast spread—rivtty
biscuifs, farm-fresh eggs, and the dreamiest pancakes. The inn's
feam aso arvanged an unforgeftovole rehearsal dinner &t Muliy's
Nacoochae Gl Coz, deicious, and full of warmth, it e like we
were dining) With family

Looking back, The Sawtee inn gave vs the wedding of ovr dreams
without breaking the bank. The sfaff made vs feel af home, the
mountain setfing wWas oreatitaking, and tihe enfire weekend felf truly
magical. We'll waus be grateful for the love and caxe Revecca,
Mike, and the team gove vs.

i Wov're look'\ng for a beawtiful, £ Y\@ﬂdl({] Wedd'\ng venve in Nortih
&60@1&, don't wait—call The Sawtee Inn 1o check for availaole dates.
Trust me, it”S a decision Wov won't mgmt

Call today to book your dream wedding! Call: 706.878.8217
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www.wolfmountainvineyards.com

Crafting %
Your Special Day

Nestled in the stunning North Georgia mountains, Wolf Mountain of-
fers a picturesque setting for your dream wedding. Surrounded by lush
vineyards and rolling hills, the venue combines rustic elegance with time-
less charm. Whether it’s an intimate ceremony or a grand celebration, the
Vineyard Pavilion provides the perfect backdrop, blending natural beauty
with romance and sophistication.

Your unforgettable day begins here at Wolf Mountain Vineyards & Winery.

Come & discover why we set the standard
for North Georgia Vineyard Weddings.

Experience the magic of a vineyard wedding at our enchanting covered
Vineyard Pavilion, available from March through December. Every detail
is meticulously planned, allowing you to savor unforgettable moments
with family and friends!

WOLE,  gelosse73862

MU TAIN VINEYARDS 180 Wolf Mountain Trail,

2 MWime 1?. Dahlonega, GA 30533



www.wolfmountainvineyards.com

oking for the perfect

0
1 l place to celebrate

your love story?

Mountain Lakes Resort offers a

breathtaking array of unique wedding

venues that will make your special
day truly unforgettable. Nestled

in the majestic North Georgia
mountains with stunning lake views
as your backdrop, your wedding will
be as beautiful as your love.

- Multiple Venues to Choose From:

Whether you envision an
intimate ceremony lakeside,

a charming reception in a rustic
lodge, or a grand celebration in
apicturesque outdoor setting,
we have the perfect space for
your dream day.

- Mountain Views, Lake Serenity:

Imagine exchanging vows with the
beauty of nature surrounding you—
our stunning venues offer
panoramic views that will leave
you and your guests in awe.

- Inspiring Ideas
& Tailored Experiences:
Our team of wedding experts will
work with you every step of the
way to bring your vision to life,
from creative design ideas to
thoughtful details.

Southern Hospitality &
Personalized Service:

At Mountain Lakes Resort,
every couple is treated like
family. Expect exceptional,
personalized service and a
team dedicated to making
your day as seamless and
memorable as possible.
Let us help you create the
wedding of your dreams in a
place that feels as special as
the love you share. Experi-
ence the beauty, the peace,
and the joy of saying “I Do”
at Mountain Lakes Resort.

Cleveland, GA 30528 | 706-865-7024.

[ ]
.ﬁg\i C l RC O L 0 169 Mtn. Shadows Dr. | events@mtnlakesresort.com
’ o) FYEICTS ARD CATERING AT MOUITAT LAKFSRESORT
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www.dahlonegaweddingphotography.com
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RABUN

HOTEL

& RESTAURAMNT

Award-Winning Food and Service

Customized Event Planning

‘The Lake Rabun Holel is a Place
10 Loce... and Fall in Loce

35 ANDREA LANE, LAKEMONT, GA 30552
7060-782-4946 / 800-398-5134
K @thelakerabunhotel
WWW.LAKERABUNHOTEL.COM



www.lakerabunhotel.com

Nl L0/ Fabun Hotel, & Restaunant
R;‘-\‘BUH Lake Rabun Hotel was named one of the 5 Best Hotels in GA.

It’s a small boutique hotel operating for over 100 years in the
mountains across from Lake Rabun. It offers both unique
charm and award-winning services. The Atlanta Constitution
Newspaper defined it as “a place to love or fall in love.” We specialize in love and
offer a variety of venues to accommodate large weddings for up to 150 People,
Small Weddings for up to 40 and elopements for those who just can’t wait!

The hotel provides lodging, concierge services, award-winning farm-to-table
food, custom-designed menus with Chef to fit your reception and your budget;
full bar featuring custom - designed craft cocktails, excellent wine list and beer
as well as non-alcoholic drinks to choose from.

A few years ago, the spectacular Forest Lodge Wedding and Event Center was
built to accommodate large weddings. The structure reflects the craftsmanship
and artistry prominent in the fine buildings and homes around the lake, known
as one of the most beautiful areas in the south.

Services Offered

« Special Events Coordinator who will work with you every step along the way
to create your ideal wedding and reception.

« QOutstanding culinary services, consultation with Chef and Bar manager.

« Lodging for the Wedding Party and guests.

Choice of venues - Lake Rabun Hotel’s Locust Deck and grounds,

Forest Lodge Wedding and Event Center, Full restaurant and Bar.

¢ Recommended Vendors-, Minister, Photographers, Wedding Planners,
Band, Florist, Bridal changing area, Servers, Bartenders, Transportation,
and parking for guests.

Concierge services for days before and after the wedding for the full
enjoyment of fun things to do for your guests in this remarkable place.

« Very friendly staff and warm and cozy ambience.

Call to schedule a tour! 706-782-4946




Curating your reception P

After a formal wedding ceremony, com-
plete with processionals and “I dos,” comes

the part of a wedding that enables the happy

couple to brush off the last vestiges of jitters
and celebrate. A wedding reception marks
the culmination of months or even
years of planning. Oftentimes a
hundred guests or more gather

to dine, dance and toast to the
prosperity of the newlyweds.

Certain components of a
reception will prove more ¥
memorable than others.

Food is one such element.
The other component that
tends to make a lasting
impression is the music,
which means couples curat-
ing reception playlists should
do so with care and consider-
ation.

Deejays and live bands can help
couples choose music that fits the mood. But
couples also can consider these tips when
curating their reception playlists.

e Calculate your needs. Couples may
wonder just how many songs they need for
a standard reception. Unless you're working
with extra-long songs, like “Paradise by the
Dashboard Light” or “Bohemian Rhapsody,”
most songs are around three minutes long.
That means for a four-hour reception you'll
need roughly 80 songs. However, plan for
moments such as speeches/toasts and other
breaks.

* Pair songs with key elements. Tradi-
tional weddings have certain mini-events
within the receptions. Music enhances these
moments. Jot down ideas for the following
components:

- Bridal party entrance

- Couples’ entrance

- First dance (wedding song)

- Mother/son, father/daughter dances

- Cake cutting song

28 * Northeast Georgia Wedding Guide
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- Garter/bouquet toss songs

- Spotlight dance

- Any other special element

* Select calm dinner music. After a day
rushing around, most guests are looking for-

ward to sitting down, conversing and,
of course, eating. Cocktail hour
and dinner music should be at
a low volume and not too fast-
paced. It certainly shouldn’t
drown out conversation.
Musician Peter Lee John-
son performs violin covers
of popular Top 40 songs,
and his music may be
an option when choosing
songs to accompany food
service. Postmodern Jukebox
is a group of musicians who
take modern songs and give
them a bygone flair. Their tunes
also can be fitting.

¢ Tie the music to the theme. Weddings
that follow a specific theme, such as a beach
wedding, can be enhanced by music that
coordinates to that theme. Think steel drum
bands, Hawaiian stylings or even Beach
Boys surfing songs.

* Be mindful of older guests. Some
seniors may appreciate modern music, but
they also may want to hear songs from the
era when they were growing up. Pepper the
song list with options across various de-
cades to keep as many people on the dance
floor as possible.

* Select a classic first dance song. Some
couples opt to go trendy when selecting
their wedding songs. However, certain
songs have withstood the test of time. Such
options include “Have I Told You Lately That
I Love You,” “Here and Now,” “Stand by Me,”
“Amazed,” or “Just the Way You Are.”

These tips can help any couples put to-
gether a wedding reception playlist that will
help to create a memorable celebration. ®
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Aerial Mounlain Springs

WERDIMSG YERNUE EVENTS LTS |k

106 Ben T Huiet Hwy. , Clarkesville, GA 762 - 239 - 8733

www.aeriallmnountainsprings.com|



www.mountainsprings.com

From Dream to Reality:
The Journey Behind Aerial Mountain Springs

Planning a wedding is challenging, but planning a three-day

wedding weekend while building a venue? That’s a whole new

/READERS’
- CHOICE -

2025

The Northeast @eurgum

level of adventure! Our journey started in 2020 with a dream of
a waterfront wedding in Florida, only to have plans derailed—
thankfully, as the original date turned out to be a monsoon. This

unexpected turn led us to the North Georgia Mountains, where
Brittany’s experience in the wedding industry inspired us to bring
our vision of a venue to life.

With just six months to pull everything together, challenges
were inevitable—catering misalignments, last-minute dress

issues, and even uncertainty about whether we'd have grass or be

standing in mud. But through it all, our family and friends rallied,

the band performed, the dress was fixed, and the rain cleared just in time for a breathtaking
double rainbow. That night, we celebrated under twinkling lights, a full moon, and the warmth of
our loved ones.

This experience shaped Aerial Mountain Springs into more than just a venue—it’s a place
designed with love, experience, and an understanding of what makes a wedding truly special. If
you're searching for a venue, consider these key factors:

What's Included? Look beyond tables and chairs—extras like decor and setup can impact
cost and convenience.

Setup & Cleanup: Some venues handle this, while others leave it to you or charge extra.

Bar & Catering Services: Clarify if bartenders are provided and whether outside vendors are
allowed.

Accommodations & Accessibility: Ensure there are nearby lodging options and easy
navigation for guests.

Weather Contingency Plans: Ask about indoor options or additional costs for backup plans.

Are there any hidden fees? When searching for a venue, watch for hidden fees like service
charges, taxes, setup and cleanup costs, outside vendor fees, catering and bar minimums,
bartender and alcohol fees, security and insurance requirements, parking and transportation fees,
decor restrictions and rental costs, overtime and late fees, weather backup charges, additional
rentals, guest count increases, electricity and power fees, and lodging or accommodation costs by
requesting a detailed, itemized contract upfront.

Is it going to cost a lot to decorate or is the venue pretty enough that you only need small
touches: This is important because decorating costs can quickly add up, and a venue that already
has beautiful architecture, scenic views, or elegant decor can save you money and effort. If a
venue requires extensive decorations to match your vision, you may need to budget for additional
rentals, florals, draping, or lighting. On the other hand, a well-designed venue with charming
details may only need a few personal touches, allowing you to focus your budget on other aspects
of your wedding.

Aerial Mountain Springs was built from experience, passion, and the belief that your wedding
should be stress-free and unforgettable. Whether your journey is smooth or full of surprises, trust
that it’s unfolding exactly as it should. Wed love to be part of your story.




MAGICAL 2-DAY
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- Overnight stay for up to 20 people - Tables, chairs, flowers, decorations
- Flower donkeys - Horse-drawn carriage ride
- Highland cow experience - Reception hall and deck

SatolahCreekFarm.com -or- 706.989.9669



www.satolahcreekfarm.com

Lalolak CreelForm.

A rustic and elegant wedding venue.

As you drive down the tree-lined lane,
Highland cows and donkeys graze nearby.
A large farmhouse stands in the distance,
surrounded by smaller structures that are
separated by sprawling, green fields. White
ducks and geese glide across the pond.

Ron and Pippa Seichrist, the owners of the 120-year-old farm, started restoring it
in 1988. Then they added a woodworking studio, where the couple hand crafts
furniture for the property and a pottery studio, where Pippa sculpts dog face jugs.

They adopted their daughter, Olya, from Ukraine when she was 6 years old.
When she learned enough English, she told them she had two brothers.

The Seichrists quickly found her middle brother, who had been adopted by a
family in Spain, but it took five years to find and adopt her oldest brother.

The siblings spent summers together at the farm, so it was no surprise that when
Olya decided to get married, it had to be at the farm. For her wedding, Pippa took
on the ambitious project of converting the old stable into an elegant guest house
and event space called the Carriage House. Ron built the dining table and the beds.
Pippa created chairs from wood that had been twisted by honeysuckle vines.

Their daughter’s wedding was the first held at Satolah Creek Farm, but it would
not be the last. Soon after, other individuals began asking about hosting their own
weddings there. In 2024, eight couples had exchanged vows on the property.

This year, 20 more will do the same. The farm takes care of wedding setup and
has all the chairs, farm tables, decorations and flowers you need, along with a list
of local vendors who can provide anything else.

Stay for two, full days at the farm and have a relaxing wedding.

There are accommodations at the farm for up to 20 people. When couples and
their guests aren’t busy with wedding preparations, there are forests, pastures, and
gardens to explore. They can cuddle the cows, donkeys and horses, fish for trout in
the pond, or take a pottery lesson. That night have your rehearsal and dinner at the
farm. The Carriage House has a gourmet kitchen, and a second-story deck with a
grill, tables and a great view.

The farm’s friendly animals can be part of your day.

Bart, the Clydesdale, pulls a white carriage. The donkeys wear flower crowns and
are so excited to greet the guests. Daisy, the cow, wears a saddle bag with cool
beverages. Sugar Plum, the miniature horse, can carry the flower girl down the aisle,
or be your ring bearer. You can even take wedding photos with the Highland cows.
With love, the Seichrists made a magical place for their daughter’s wedding.

Now you can have your special day there, too.

COME FOR A TOUR AND MEET THE ANIMALS! §gﬁg§n’
SatolahlCreekFarm.coml or call 706-989-9669 Faffh
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LET US HELP MAKE
YOUR SPECIAL
DAY ABSOLUTELY
PERFECT.

From hosting an intimate
12-person rehearsal dinner
or a 100-person reception,
we offer seamless signature
services so @V@Wthﬁng goes

just as you imagined.

688 Bahn Innsbruck ¢ Helen, GA

ValhallaResortlHotel.coml

For a personal tour, contact Michiela at 706-878-2200
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www.hotel.com

C elebrate your special event surrounded in classic elegance and rustic
contemporary design surrounded by the beauty of the Blue Ridge
Mountains and the serenity of the Chattahoochee National Forest.

Our event venues include professional staff to facilitate all of your event
needs from start to finish. Our full-service venues allow you to enjoy all of
the fun from your special day without the hassle of set up and breakdown.
Choose from one of our many venue locations and let our dedicated team
do the rest so you can focus on what matters most.

Whether you host a luncheon in our Sky Bar, an intimate elopement in
our chapel, a majestic wedding or rehearsal dinner celebration in our
spacious Great Hall, our venues offer romantic settings that you’ll
remember for years to come.

Bring your team to enjoy a regal retreat. We offer the perfect
environment to experience peace, playtime and productivity.

Enjoy a private conference space with working or leisure meals from
one of our restaurants. We also offer snack and beverage breaks, audio
visual rentals and a variety of onsite team building activities.

With a number of event spaces available indoors and out, Valhalla Resort
hosts a variety of events: weddings & elopements, rehearsal dinners,
birthday parties, luncheons, baby & bridal showers, and other celebrations.
Mingle, celebrate, and enjoy the decadent food and breathtaking views.

688 Bahn Innsbruck « Helen, GA 30545 » 706-878-2200 - ValhallaResortHotel.com
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Invitations
and paper
1. goods for your
4 special day!
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www.tigerlilyinvitations.com
www.thenortheastgeorgian.com/webforms

LETUS HELPWITH ATT,
RCATERING NEEDS!

YOU

VOTED BEST RIBS & BBQ IN HABERSHAM

184 Clarkesville Station
Clarkesville, GA

BB@. 706-776-2270



www.wolfcreekbbq.net

Elegance and charm await you at the
Cornelia Community House! This beauty,
built in 1936 and listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, is the perfect
place for an indoor or outdoor wedding.
Whether you are looking for a venue to have
alarge wedding or a more intimate affair, the
Cornelia Community House offers what you
need.

Crafted of brick and stone, the 2,500 square
foot facility features two floots, a commercial
kitchen and two non-working fireplaces.
Upon atrival at the building from the covered
driveway, your guests enteting the entryway
are greeted with one of the beautiful and
uniquely designed stone stacked fireplaces.
Beautiful glass double doots open onto a
balcony ovetlooking the City Park and stairs
on the lower level. An onsite elevator helps
to facilitate moving between the upper and
lower floors.

The upper-level features high vaulted
ceilings which showcase rustic debarked tree
trunks that also line the inside walls of the
building and provide a spacious area for your
wedding ceremony or reception. The hard
wood floots on both levels are petfect for

you and your guests to dance the night away.
The kitchen has commercial appliances,
separate icemaker, and ample storage.

The lower level provides a cozy setting for
your special day whether it be the wedding,
reception ot bridal shower with the same
rustic feeling located throughout the facility.

The grounds of the Cornelia Community
House, located inside the thirty-three-acre
City Patk, provide a picture-petfect backdrop
of wooded areas, lush green trees and abelia
bushes for your spring and summer wedding
photos. The many colors of the fall season
would highlight pictures during autumn.

HISTORIC
COMMUNITY
HOUSE

i A




For more information about the Cornelia Community House or if you
would like to schedule a self-guided tour, please go to www.cornelia.city
or contact Cristina Simmons, with Cornelia City Hall at 706-778-8585.


www.cornelia.city

meadowsmossycreek.com @meadowsmossycreek (888)MMCREEK
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Meadows at Mossy Creek
Cleveland, GA

Imagine saying “l do” under a canopy of blue skies, with the majestic Appalachian foothills
stretching out in the distance. Meadows at Mossy Creek offers couples a picturesque outdoor
ceremony space that highlights the beauty of North Georgia’s countryside. From spring’s vibrant
blossoms to the fiery hues of autumn, this venue transforms with each season, creating a unique
atmosphere for every wedding.

For those who prefer an indoor setting, the venue combines modern and mountains elements.
Think vaulted ceilings, exposed wooden beams, and large windows that flood the space with
natural light. This blend of elegance and warmth allows couples to personalize the space to
match their vision, whether it's a chic black-tie affair or a laid-back country gathering.

What truly sets The Meadows at Mossy Creek apart is its sense of community. The venue is
locally owned and operated, and the owners go above and beyond to ensure each couple feels
like family. Their commitment to creating a welcoming, inclusive space is evident in every
interaction, making couples and their guests feel right at home from the moment they arrive.

Whether you're planning an intimate gathering or a grand celebration, Meadows at Mossy Creek
offers a versatile and idyllic setting for your big day. Its serene environment, dedicated team, and
stunning landscapes make it a standout choice among wedding venues in Cleveland, Georgia,
and beyond.

Planning your wedding? Discover the magic of The Meadows at Mossy Creek and turn your
dream day into a reality. For more information, visit their website or schedule a tour to
experience the venue's charm firsthand.




Get Married in Perfect Style, No Matter the Season

Whether you're planning a spring soirée under blooming trees,
a summer celebration bathed in golden light,
a cozy autumn gathering, or a winter wonderland,
Meadows transforms effortlessly for weddings in any season.
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Info@ashleyridgeevents.com
706-200-8928

5945 Highway 129 N.
Cleveland, CA 30528



www.thefarmatashleyridge.com

he Farm at Ashley Ridge sits on 53 dcres of hidden beauty and boasts
a stunning mountain view as a picturesque background for wedding
ceremonies. The open air reception barn, which accommodates up to 200
guests, merges together a rustic mountain feel with the glam of antique
style chandeliers to dine, dance, and make memories beneath. Our couples
and their guests can enjoy dancing the night away on our 1200 square foot
dance floor or relax next to the outdoor firepit and par 3 golf hole just
adjacent to the dance floor.

We also provide a separate indoor/outdoor space for cocktail hour

along with a catering kitchen and luxurious bridal and groom suites.

Our staff will take care of every detail to ensure each guest has a memorable
experience and our couples can create their perfect day. We offer multiple
packages, including a new option for micro weddings tailored for intimate
gatherings of 50 or fewer.

The Farm at Ashley Ridge welcomes outside vendors, allowing you to select
the team of your choice. We have a fabulous vendor list for couples to pull
from if they would like, but there is no obligation to use it. What's more,
the venue has comfortable
overnight accommodations
for up to 6 people offered in
our two day package for the
evening before the wedding.

Wedding days are our passion
and we would be honored to be
a part of yours so contact us by
phone, text, or email today to
set up a visit.




Honeymoon planning

Planning a wedding is a tall task, so
it’s no wonder why so many couples look
forward to their honeymoons. After months
of planning and then saying “I Do” in front
of family and friends, couples have earned
alittle R&R.

With so much already on engaged cou-
ples’ plates, it’s easy to overlook honeymoon
planning. But finding time to plan a hon-
eymoon can ensure the trip is one couples
will cherish for the rest of their
lives. The following planning
pointers can help the trip go
smoothly.

* Pick a pass-

they can benefit much from working with a
travel agency. Couples tasked with planning
a wedding already have a lot on their plate,
so letting a travel agency take care of the
honeymoon planning can ensure a memora-
ble trip without requiring couples to do any
legwork.

* Purchase travel insurance. The need
for travel insurance has never been more
apparent than in the last few years. Since

the pandemic began, air travel
has been a somewhat risky
proposition. According to
Flightaware, the first six
= months of 2022 featured

port-friendly destina-

tion. When it comes to
honeymoons, couples’
options run the

gamut from domestic
locales to faraway
destinations on the

other side of the world.
That suggests couples

can pick anywhere with-
in their budgets and simply
book a trip. However, that’s
not necessarily true. According to

the U.S. State Department, many coun-
tries require that travelers have six months
of validity remaining on their passports
before they will issue a visa permitting
them to enter. So couples should look at
their passports to determine how long it is
until the document expires. If the document
expires within six months of their passport
expiring, couples may not be able to enter
the country they hope to visit. In such
instances, couples should ensure they leave
enough time to renew and receive their
passports.

« Utilize a travel agency. Contrary to pop-
ular belief, travel agencies are still around
and remain useful resources, especially for
travelers visiting a destination for the first
time. Many honeymooners fit that bill, so
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more domestic flight
cancellations in the
United States than the
entire 2021 calendar
year combined. Inter-
national travel could
prove an even riskier
proposition. Though
the potential for cancel-
lation should not deter
couples from traveling by
air for their honeymoons, the
sheer volume of cancellations un-
derscores the importance of purchasing
travel insurance. Before purchasing a travel
insurance policy, couples are urged to read
it in its entirety to ensure it provides the
protection they’re seeking.

e Plan early. With so much other work
to do involving a wedding, couples can be
excused for putting a honeymoon on the
back-burner. But planning early can make
the trip much more enjoyable. The benefits
to planning early include more flights to
choose room, a wider selection of rooms/
lodging options at your destination, and
more time to budget for the trip.

Honeymoon planning can be made sim-
pler with a few simple strategies that also
can ensure couples enjoy the trip of their
dreams. ®



Let Us Help Keep Your Special Day Going
CONTACT ROSE 706-817-6924
OR HUNTER 706-296-1104
FOR MORE DETALS

PARTY FROM LAST CALL UNTIL 1AM
Base Pay of $400 Allows You and
40 of Your Friends to Party the Night Away

$100 to Keep the Fryers Going and the Food Flowing
Price Subject to Change Upon the Addition of More Guests

TIP YOUR BARTENDERS
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events@cavendercreekvineyards.com
www.cavendercreekvineyards.com
3610 Cavender Creek Road, Dahlonega, GA 30533



www.cavendercreekvineyards.com

Come Celebrate with Us

Our beautiful event venue, which overlooks the
vineyard, is perfect for a wedding — or any celebration!

Our vintage barn space includes room for events
up to 175 guests, a caterer’s kitchen, a bar, and
a large bridal suite. Get married in the vines!
Book your tour of the venue today.

Weddings & Rehearsal Dinners
The Venue at Cavender Creek Vineyards is a modern
wedding venue with rustic charm and idyllic views of
rolling hill pastures beyond our four-acre vineyard.

An hour north of Atlanta, our rural vineyard vibe
combined with our extraordinary service provides the
ability to host the most intimate elopement to the biggest
bash—without feeling too big or too small. You can easily
dress up the Event Barn for a glamorous affair
or a casually elegant event.

events@cavendercreekwneyards.com
www.cavendercreekvineyards.com
3610 Cavender Creek Road, Dahlonega, GA 30533



www.cavendercreekvineyards.com
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SAUTEE NACOOCHEE CENTER

(harming & Affordable Event Spaces!

The Sautee Nacoochee Center is
a great place to host a wedding
ceremony, reception or shower.
Our Community Hall (above) is
a beautiful space with hardwood
floors, a commercial kitchen and
plenty of natural light, and can

accommodate 100.

For larger events, the Historic
Gym (right) can accommodate
up to 299 people. With a big
stage, available lighting and
sound equipment, this spacious
building can be transformed to fit
any style.

For more information, visit our
website (scan QR code at right)
or call Lisa Gassman Staggers at Scan here to

(706) 878-3300, Ext. 312. find out morel

283 Highway 255 N, Sautee Nacoochee

SauteeNacoocheeCenter.org|



www.nacoocheecenter.org
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SAUTEE NACOOCHEE CENTER

|s your dream of something simple and kind of rustic
or fancy with a touch of class?

At the Sautee Nacoochee (enter, the choice is yours.

Located in the beautiful Sautee Valley, the Sautee Nacoochee Center has rental
spaces of various shapes and sizes that you can make your own. Do you want to host
a dance? Have a bridal party wiffleball game? Hold the ceremony in a garden?

Community Hall

Airy and bright with wood floors and a wrap-around dining porch, the Community
Hall is perfect for a bridal shower, rehearsal dinner or wedding reception. This easy
to decorate classic facility accommodates 25 to 100 people. While roomy, the
Community Hall also feels intimate, not too big or not too small. It's just right. Food
set-up and serving are easy with generous counter space, a wet bar and commercial

kitchen. Wi-fi, AV, tables, chairs, tableware and linens are available.

Historic Gymnasium

At first glance, it's easy to see that our gym is a historic building. Built in the 1930s

and upgraded in the 2000s, it is remarkably flexible. It can hold up to 299 people
and has a large stage, bar service area and vintage wooden bleachers. There is
enough floor space to hold a wedding and reception all in one. With a sprung wood
floor, the Historic Gym is a great space for dancing. The gym has AV capabilities and
is equipped with an amazing sound system and a sound person to run it. Tables, chairs,
tableware and linens are available.

And then there’s the SNC campus. This 8.5 acre space offers lovely viewsheds,
sweeping greenspace and gardens. Hold a large gathering on the lawn under mature
oak trees or an intimate group in the Native Peace Garden, a quarter-acre space
celebrating native plants. An 1850s cabin with gentle landscaping is also on the
property along with an outdoor stage that is perfect for hosting a live band or dressing

it up for the ceremony. Did we mention that there is a playground onsite?

SNC is a place where your family and guests can spend the day shopping, learning,
re|oxing and p|oying. Convenienﬂy located 5 miles from Helen, they will find museums,
art exhibits, gallery shops, a playground and a walking path..

The Sautee Nacoochee Center is open year around. For more information,
to schedule a tour or reserve a location, contact the rentals and facilities director
at (706) 878-3300, ext. 312 or at rentals@snca.org.

283 Highway 255 N, Sautee Nacoochee

SautegNacoocheeCenter.org
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Let us Handle Your
Rehearsal Dinner in

52 West Brewing Style!

52westbrewing.com

9 404-374-1005

350 HWY 52 W . DAHLONEGA



www.52westbrewing.com

s SHOTELES »
YOUR DDING & TRANSPORM 1ON HEADQUARTERS

dnjtransport up to 28 passengers
_' with Iuggage for anyadist

706-970-9108
bigmountain@windstream.net

WWW.BIGMOUNTAINSHUTTLES.COM
54 Bear Gap Rd., Lakemont, GA 30552



www.bigmountainshuttles.com

you say
wedding?

We’ll bring the food!

Full-service catering company servicing
Northeast Georgia, perfect for all occasions!

Contact Natalie to start building your menu today.
706 768 6739 or nataliejanescatering@gmail.com

Trusted by the locals’ taste buds for
20 years & counting!



CALLING ALL engaged COUPLES
& THEIR entourages!

" pdy e ree
AL massage oil or bath bomb +

SUNMED E 540

O Cornelia, GA OFF IN-STORE PURCHASE

139 Quality Foods Shopping Center
Must be legal age in accordance with state law.

678-630-0682 Void where prohibited. Restrictions may apply.

See store for details.

relieve stress = weightloss + relax
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Dahlonega, Georgia lies North Georgia’s premier wedding and event ven-

ue, Blue Mountain Vineyards. This beautiful family owned and operated
venue offers breathtaking vantage points from their three-acre vineyard, open air
ceremony site, and 5,000 square foot event barn to perfectly host your wedding
ceremony or reception, corporate event, church event, or family gathering. With
years of experience in the wedding and event planning industries, the family at
Blue Mountain Vineyards prides themselves on making your dream event a reality.
Blue Mountain Vineyards accommodates 250 guests in their hand-crafted and
originally designed barn, which sits atop a hill overlooking both the vineyard and
ceremony site. The event barn is a work of art, combining function and quality to

f ;ettled just an hour north of Atlanta and minutes from the historic town of

deliver thirty-foot ceilings, a stacked stone fireplace wall, solid wood beams that
were milled on site, and a live-edge black walnut bar for guests to enjoy. Above the
main floor in the barn lies a private 300 square foot bridal suite for the wedding
party to enjoy prior to the ceremony.

Seating and tables for up to 250 guests are available, including ten farmhouse
tables designed and built onsite by the Tardonia family.

Check out our venue photos to get a feel for how truly beautiful this venue is,
and to begin planning your day with us! Contact us today to schedule a tour of the
venue or to reserve your event on our calendar!

(770) 855-1748 « bluemountainevents.co




Unique wedding favor y

Guests bring gifts to weddings to express
their love for couples. Gift-giving also tends
to be reciprocal, with couples making sure
that guests leave the celebration with their
own tokens of affection and mementos of
the special occasion. Although favors are
not mandatory, they often are included in
wedding planning to make the celebration
that much more special.

Favors run the gamut from simple, such
as tulle-wrapped Jordan almonds, to elabo-
rate, like crystal vases. While there are no
rules regarding the type of favors couples
can offer, most soon-to-be-newlyweds prefer
something that is not only unique, but will
have utility as well. The following are some
favors to consider.

* Food-based favors: Guests who already
have a drawer full of personalized shot
glasses, pens and drink stirrers with
couple’s names and wedding dates may
appreciate the simplicity of a favor they can
enjoy without having to store. A gourmet
cookie, special jerky, small bottle of olive
oil or maple syrup, or another food item
that is widely enjoyed can be practical and
affordable.

» Thank-you cards: Offer each guest in at-
tendance a heartfelt thank-you for attending
the wedding. Personalize the sentiments to
each guest. If you have a photo of yourself
with that guest, include it in the card.

* Candy or snack bar: A wedding
takeaway can be as simple as letting guests
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fill up decorative containers with various
candies and other treats displayed on a
special table at the reception. For a fun
twist, try to find old-fashioned candy or
items you remember eating as a child to stir
up nostalgia.

* Flower seeds or seedlings: Sustainable
gifts such as flower seeds or small seedling
plants can let guests plant something as a
remembrance of the day.

 Scratch-off lottery tickets: The oppor-
tunity to return home from a wedding with
a winning ticket and a few extra dollars in
their pockets can appeal to guests.

e Charitable donation: Rather than
giving guests favors, you may want to offer
donations to a charity instead. This is a
popular gesture among modern couples.

» Temporary tattoos: As a funny gag gift
and segue to entertaining photo opportuni-
ties, give guests temporary tattoos that have
your photo on them. They’re clever and will
not go to waste.

» Luggage tags: Guests will always think
of you when they travel far and wide thanks
to luggage tags printed with sweet senti-
ments.

» Wine stoppers: Customized wine
stoppers will keep guests’ bottles of wine
fresh without taking up much space in a
home bar.

Unique favors will help wedding guests
feel even more special at the end of the
celebration. ®



| VINTAGE CHARM
DECORATING

by Cissy Henry and
Cathy Darnell
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YOUR WEDDING AND
PARTY PLANNERS, 3
COORDINATORSAND | 3™
DECORATORS
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WEDDING/PARTY DECOR AND
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

We will work with any budget.
706-982-4061 or
706-490-3112
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Celebrate Your Special Day
with a Bridal Lunch at \n

|
-

Waffle's English
Tea Room

Step into a world of elegance and charm at Waffle’s
English Tea Room, where every bridal lunch is a
delightful affair. Our beautifully curated menus feature
exquisite teas, fresh scones, delicate finger
sandwiches, and indulgent pastries, all served in a
cozy, picturesque setting. Whether you’re gathering
with your bridal party or sharing intimate moments
with close friends and family, we provide a refined
experience that perfectly complements the joy and
excitement of your upcoming nuptials. Let us make
™= your bridal lunch a memory to treasure forever - where

every sip and bite is as unforgettable as your love story.

47 SOUTH PARK STREET, DAHLONEGA, GA

404-421-5966

ﬁ WAFFLESTEAROOM@GMAIL.COM
El @ WAFFLESENGLISHTEAROOM
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HONEYBROOK CATERING

(706) 200-6089 operations@honeybrookcatering.com
747 Duncan Bridge Rd, Sautee Nacoochee, GA 30571

GEORGIA'S FINEST
EVENT CATERING

Dreaming of a casual outdoor
wedding? An elegant indoor
affair? Our highly skilled team
will create the perfect dining
experience for your wedding or
special event! From BBQ to fine
dining, our talented chefs will
prepare delicious meals to
accommodate any palate or

budget.

SYLVAN VALLEY

@(‘/@ LODGE & CELLARS

(706) 865-7371 info@sylvanvalleylodge.com
747 Duncan Bridge Rd. Sautee Nacoochee, GA 30571

A ONE OF ARIND
MOUNTAIN VENUE

Our charming lodge creates the
ideal ambiance for a wedding,
rehearsal dinner or welcome
party! Offering both indoor and
outdoor rental spaces, in-house
catering by Honeybrook
Catering, and a variety of
lodging options, Sylvan Valley
Lodge and Cellars is the perfect
place to host your event!




NOELLE PLANNING & EVENTS

Boutique Wedding Rentals | Planning | Wedding Design
Farm Tables, Tabletop Rentals, Lawn Games & Custom Build Pieces
www.noelleplanningevents.com] | 678.878.045



www.events.com
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879 Old Historic U.S.441, Demorest

706-839-1400

Ask about our private room rental for weddings, events,
corporate and birthdays.
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HELENGA

ALPINE WEDDING CHAPEL
P.O. Box 1343, Helen, GA 30545
706-878-5683 * Toll Free: 1-800-873-9351
Open By Appointment Only.

www.alpineweddingchapel.com|



www.alpineweddingchapel.com

Nestled in the scenic mountains of Northeast
Georgia lies the small Alpine village of Helen.

In the heart of this picturesque and romantic
setting is the Alpine Wedding Chapel where dreams
come true every day for those in love. Ceremonies
are performed in one of two beautiful settings:
the Garden Room or the Chapel. The Garden Room
seats up to 25 guests with a beautiful indoor
archway with lovely flowers and greenery.

Our quaint cedar Chapel seats up to 40 guests
and has a 22-foot cathedral ceiling and crystal
chandeliers. A reception package is available
upon request. We would love the opportunity

to share your special day with you.

No matter which of our intimate
venues you choose, we Rnow
your special day will be one of

beauty, magic and joy.
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Plan your wedding and honeymoon all in one beautiful place!
VisitHabersham.com



www.visithabersham.com

ALL YOUR TRANSPORTATION
NEEDS FOR YOUR BIG DAY!

ENSURE EVERYONE i
ARRIVES SAFELY, ExcurSIOnS &

AND ON TIME. We Cldm g
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explorenorthga.com | 762.230.9463



www.explorenorthga.com
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Schedule a Tour
Today!

CeNitaVenue.com



www.cenitavenue.com

CeNita Vineyards & Winery is one of the few “gstate wineries® in Georgia. Enjoy a
glass of wine made right on the CeNita property from our own grapes. We are
family friendly so plan to enjoy an afternoon of live music while the kids play on
the playground! Or gather your girls for that one-of-a-kind bachelorette weekend
where you can experience our wines & stay right on the property! CeNita's Tasting
Room i$ open six days a week, Sunday, Monday, Wednesday & Thursday until 7pm
and on Friday & Saturday nights until 9pm! [oin us in the evenings and listen to live
music while soaking in the sunsel views!

CeNita Venue rests on 40-acres overlooking the 5-acre vineyard surrounded hy
scenic mountain views. The lush landscapes combine elegance and nature 1o create
the perfect setting. Our heauriful, newly remodeled venue offers 3,240 square feet
of reception space, prep kitchen, & bridal suite. It is the epitome of madern & chic
blended with a casual, comfy [eel. Yonah Mountain provides the perfect backdrop
for our ceremony site while overlooking dramatic views of our winery & family
vineyard. CeNita is the quintessential venue for celebrating life, love & all the
joyous moments in between.

CeNita Lodging is just steps from our Tasting Room. It’s great for a relaxing get-
away, a bachelor or bachelorette weekend, or on-site lodging for your wedding
party. We vurrently offer two AirBnb'’s on property. One of which is a small

sweetheart cabin for two. The other is a large family-friendly home that sleeps 12
people and offers a large deck across the back that is the perfect spot to watch the
sunrise over the vineyard.

No matter what you are planning, CeNita is the perfect spot!
For Tasting Room reservations, email reservations@cenitavineyards.com For
weddings or events, email macybarrett@cenitavineyards.com.




We are a full-service transportation company and can
provide transportation for Wedding Guests, Bachelorette
Parties, Rehearsal Dinners and Getaway Car Service.

We serve many beautiful venues in Northeast Georgia and
will plan an itinerary catered to your special day.

Let Us Get You Where You're GOing...

go@dahloneGO.com
(706) 864-5718
lwww.dahlonego.com|

n @dahloneGO

. . .



www.dahlonego.com

« Sleeps up to 4 People

* 1 Queen Bedroom
« 1 Full Bedroom

» 1 Sleeper Sofa

« Full Kitchen

» Great Room

» 1 Full Bath

« 1 Half Bath

» Dog Friendly

« 6 miles to Town Square

Guest One of the most loved homes on 5.0
& favorite 3 Airbnb, according to guests 9 i e



Choosing your wedding day
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French queen Marie Antoinette is cred-
ited with a phrase that loosely translates to
“Let them eat cake.” Guests at a wedding
certainly will have their chance to enjoy
cake, but it’s likely that wedding planners
will need to offer a bit more sustenance to
guests than this confectionary creation to
keep them happy.

Many things stand out as memorable on
a wedding day: the dress, the music, the
adorable children who trip up or do some
sort of zany antics down the aisle, and the
food. Guests often look forward to a wed-
ding to wish a couple well in their new lives
together, but also to enjoy a great meal.
Couples should give careful consideration to
their wedding reception menu so everyone
ends the night with great memories and full
bellies.

Decide on the type of service

Buffet, plated dinner, server-passed foods,
or food stations are the options at couples’
disposal when planning reception dinners.
The type of service often dictates the for-
mality of the event. For example, a cocktail
party where guests mingle and sample
small bites throughout the night may be a
more casual affair, while a plated multi-
course meal is much more formal. Couples
can decide which type of service fits their
budgets and ideas of for the reception.

Expand your options
Largely gone are the days when guests

72 « Northeast Georgia Wedding Guide

select dishes on the R.S.V.P. months in
advance and then are locked into their
choices. Now guests have more options and
flexibility, particularly because couples
and catering venues offer greater variety.
A buffet-style meal gives guests chances to
sample various foods in one sitting. How-
ever, even if couples choose a plated meal,
they can select packages that offer guests
the greatest number of options. Be sure

to include a vegetarian or vegan option, a
fish option, and a standard beef or chicken
option to appeal to most.

Confirm food allergies or sensitivities

It’s likely someone on the guest list will
have a food allergy or sensitivity. Making
sure there is no cross-contamination is a
serious consideration for such guests. The
person or persons should be consulted
about what the person can and cannot eat,
and then those requirements should be
conveyed to the catering manager.

Certain people with food allergies are so
leery about eating out that they may prefer
to bring their own food to ensure it is safe.
In this instance, ensure that the kitchen
staff will be able to safely heat up or plate
the food.

Food will likely be on the minds of
wedding guests. Couples can ensure that
their guests are satiated by making food a
priority at their events. ®
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www.hand-n-handceremonies.com

A timeline of things to do before the big day

Many brides find it helpful to keep
a wedding checklist timeline of things
that still need to be done before the big
day. Outlined below are some of the
most crucial tasks, as well as a general
timeframe for when they should be
completed.

11-13 months before the wedding

1 Choose a wedding date

[1Decide on a budget

[1Run announcement in your local
paper

[1Plan an engagement party

[1Hire a wedding consultant

L1 Select a ceremony site

[1Choose a reception location

1 Choose your bridesmaids and
groomsmen

1 Begin shopping for the wedding
gown
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8-10 months before the wedding

[1Choose your wedding officiant

[1Select a caterer

1 Hire a band or DJ

1 Hire a wedding phtotgrapher

1 Hire a videographer

L1 Finalize guest list and gather
addresses

[1Decide on bridesmaids dresses

5-7 months before the wedding

L1 Sign up for wedding gift registry

L1 Purchase wedding stationery

[1Order custom postage stamps

1 Select your wedding cake

1 Arrange accommodations for
guests

1 Decide on a honeymoon location

L1 Apply for passport

[1Begin marriage counseling
sessions



4 months before the wedding
1 Send Save the Date cards
[1Book your wedding florist

1 Purchase your wedding bands
1 Reserve a limousine

3 months before the wedding

1 Select tuxedos

1 Arrange for rental items

I Finalize costs and menu with
caterer

1 Order wedding favors

2 months before the wedding

[1Send your invitations

1 Choose your wedding songs

1 Confirm with DJ and other
vendors

1 Shop for bridal party gifts

1 Make plans for wedding rehearsal

[1Reserve a rehearsal dinner venue

1 Book a hair appointment

[1Book a makeup appointment

1 month before the wedding
[1Design your wedding program
1 Apply for marriage license

1 Purchase wedding accessories
[ Trial run of hair and makeup
L1 Get your formal bridal portrait

2 weeks before the wedding

1 Call guests who haven’t responded

L1 Give your caterer a final guest
count

L1 Pick up your marriage license

[1Design seating plan for reception

1 Confirm rental and floral deliveries

[1Book a nail appointment

1 week before the wedding
1 Pack for honeymoon
1 Confirm all reservations

1 day before the wedding

[1Get a manicure and pedicure
[ Give rings to Best Man
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7 reasons to hire a
SR A AU S

When committing to as significant a finan-
cial investment as a wedding, couples may
want to do all they can to ensure their big day
is a hit. There are many advantages to hiring
a professional wedding planner, who can take
the stress out of a process that should be fun.

1. Serves as a sounding board: Wedding
planners can take couples’ ideas and turn
them into reality. Seasoned planners know
how to help a couple’s vision come alive.

2. Lightens the responsibility load: A
wedding planner takes time-consuming
responsibilities off couples’ plates. These can
include scheduling appointments, dealing
with vendors, conducting walk-throughs of
locations, and more. This can be a big asset to
couples who work full-time.

3. Offers a wealth of knowledge: A good
wedding planner has years of experience han-
dling weddings and will know which aspects
will work and which may not. Also, a wedding
planner can likely handle tasks expeditiously,
while couples with no experience planning a
wedding may not work so quickly.

4. Helps couples save money: Knowledge
and experience also comes with contacts in
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the industry that can help couples save mon-
ey. The planner likely knows where to get the
best deals, and may be privy to insider pricing
and other discounts.

5. Serves as a buffer: While everyone wants
weddings to be incident-free, conflicts can
and do arise. A wedding planner can serve as
a mediator or run interference between chal-
lenging family members or even vendors.

6. Reduces overall stress levels: There’s a
measurable difference between the stress ex-
perienced by couples who don’t hire wedding
planners and those who do. The main goal of a
wedding is for it to be memorable and for cou-
ples and their guests to enjoy themselves. By
leaving the planning to someone else, couples
can arrive at the big day feeling more relaxed
and ready to have fun.

7. There is an extra person around: Wed-
ding planners can field questions or handle
tipping and other tasks on the wedding day,
freeing up time for couples to have fun.

Wedding planners can provide support,
expertise, company, and industry contacts to
make weddings go smoothly. ®



Wedding .,

Cultural backgrounds and individual convictions heavily influence the decision-
making process in wedding etiquette. Nevertheless, the following is a general
guide that should be construed as such... and adopted as you deem fit.

Who Pays for What?

The Bride typically pays for

* the wedding ring for the groom

* gifts for the attendants

* accommodations for out-of-town
attendants

* the wedding gift for the groom

The Groom typically pays for

* the bride’s rings (including the
engagement ring)

* the honeymoon

* the wedding gift for the bride

* accommodations for out-of-town
groomsmen

« flowers for the bride

* the going-away corsage and
corsages for mothers and other
special ladies

* the boutonnieres for men in the
wedding party

* the gloves, ties and accessories
for the men in the wedding party

* fee for officiant

The Groom’s family typically
pays for

* clothing for the wedding

* travel and lodging expenses

* rehearsal dinner

* the wedding gift for the
newlyweds

The Bride’s family typically pays
for

* the cost of the reception

* the bride’s wedding attire

* invitations, announcements and
thank you notes

* the seating arrangement chart,
napkins and any mailing
expenses

* photographer/videographer

* ceremony costs

* bridemaids’, flower girl’s and ring
bearer’s accessories

e transportation for bridal party on
wedding day from ceremony to
reception

» all gratuities for parking and
security services

e bridemaids’ luncheon
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Can’t-miss photos for your

Couples who hire a professional photog-
rapher to capture their weddings may end
up with anywhere from 400 to 600 images,
with some photographers promising even
more. Although it is likely that a wide array of
shots will be taken, couples who do not want
to leave things up to chance should sit down
with their photo professionals and discuss the
key shots they want to capture.

Once the big day has passed, there will be
no opportunity to go back and arrange missed
shots. This list of must-have photos can ensure
that the wedding album has all the shots
couples desire.

Before the ceremony

* Wedding day outfits hanging in the
wardrobe or placed over a chair

* Wedding invitation surrounded by bouquets

* Wedding rings side by side

* Qutfit accessories, such as shoes, jewelry, a
veil, and cuff links

* Bride and bridesmaids getting hair and
makeup done

* Groom and groomsmen laughing and
having fun

* Bride getting zipped up into her dress

At the ceremony

* Guests entering the ceremony site

 Ushers escorting guests to their seats

¢ Close-ups of the couple separately waiting to
see their soon-to-be spouse

* Cute kids participating in the ceremony
coming down the aisle

* Parents of the couple coming down the aisle
or seated prominently awaiting the start of
the ceremony

* Shots of all members of the wedding party

* Guests of honor, such as grandparents
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* Partner coming down the aisle and the
partner’s reaction

* Exchange of rings

* First kiss

* A wide shot of the guests at the ceremony

« Signing the marriage certificate

* The processional with the newly hitched
couple beaming

¢ Couple in the limo backseat

Portraits

¢ Couple with bridesmaids and groomsmen

* Bride and maid/matron of honor

* Groom and best man

* Couple with each set of parents and siblings
* Couple with close family members

At the reception

* Couple’s first entrance

* Special signage, decorations or photos of the
scenery

* Wedding cake details

* Toasts and speeches from key people

* First dance as a couple

* Father/daughter, mother/son dances, if
applicable

* Couple mingling with guests

* Guests dancing and having fun

* Shots of the musicians or any special
entertainers

¢ The cake cutting

* The couple’s grand exit and wave goodbye

These are some of the customary images
that couples will want to request. Photogra-
phers likely will cover most of them without
prompting, but couples should be sure to
point out any special photographs they’d like
captured throughout the day.
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Bridal Hair and Makeup Styling Duo
Styling North Ga Brides for 15+ years.
200+ reviews on Wedding Wire & The Knot.
Dahlonega Based & Locally Trusted.
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