
 

Join One of America’s  
Best Healthcare Employers
As a top employer and leading healthcare system, Bronson has dozens of rewarding 

clinical, administrative and customer service positions to choose from. All with great 

benefits and many with a sign-on bonus. Find the one that fits you 

best at bronsonhealth.com/careers.

LeaderCLLCourier
The

� SERVING PAW PAW � LAWTON � MATTAWAN � LAWRENCE � GOBLES � VAN BUREN COUNTY

Connecting you to your community since 1843

 Volume 8, Issue 50

THURSDAY,December 11, 2025

7575¢¢

wilcoxnewspapers.com • 269-657-3072 USPS 564-620

Working smoke alarm is credited with saving Mattawan resident 
in structure fi re

Red Arrow Convoy Lighted Truck Parade rolls through Lawrence

Paw Paw Launches New “Christmas in the Village” Celebration
Paw Paw will sparkle 

with holiday cheer this 
season as the community 
debuts its new Christmas 
in the Village celebration 
- two days of festivities, 
local spirit, and small-

town magic.
The event kicks off  

Friday, Dec. 12, with the 
Lighted Holiday Parade at 
6 p.m. through downtown, 
led by this year’s Grand 
Marshals, Roman and 

Ava Plaszczak. Commu-
nity members, organiza-
tions, and businesses are 
invited to take part - and 
there’s still time to sign up 
for the parade here. The 
Tree Lighting Ceremony 

at the Courthouse follows 
at 6:45 p.m., where Paul 
DeYoung will be honored 
with the Community Am-
bassador Award. Photos 
with Santa will follow the 
tree lighting.

Festivities continue 
Saturday, Dec. 13, with 
the Rotary 5K Santa Run 
at 9 a.m., followed by 
Kringle Town on Paw Paw 
Street from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., featuring old-world 

charm and handcrafted 
gifts in wooden market 
houses donated by Meyer 
Wood Products. The day 
also includes the Merry 
Village Mingle throughout 
downtown shops.

At approximately 8:50 
a.m., Thursday, Dec. 4, 
Mattawan Fire, Mattawan 
Rescue, and Van Buren 
Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) were 
dispatched to a reported 
residential structure fire.

Upon arrival, crews 
found a single-wide trailer 
that was approximately 
50 percent involved with 
heavy fire conditions. 
All occupants had 
safely exited the home. 
However, eight cats were 
initially unaccounted for. 
“During an aggressive 
fire attack, personnel 
were able to rescue two 
cats. Four additional cats 
were later located and 
unfortunately succumbed 
to smoke inhalation. 
Two cats remain 
unaccounted for and 
are believed to have ran 
from the residence,” said 
Mattawan Fire District 

Chief Scott Brooks.
Fire crews worked 

quickly and were able 
to contain the fire to 
the front half of the 
structure. The cause of 
the fire remains under 
investigation and will 
be reviewed by the Fire 
Chief Brooks. No injuries 
were reported.

The American Red 
Cross is assisting with 
housing and personal 
needs of the displaced 
victim. 

The occupant told 
authorities they were 
alerted to the fire by a 
working smoke alarm 
inside the home.

Fire Chief Brooks 
reminds the community 
of the importance of 
regularly testing smoke 
and fire alarms and 
replacing batteries as 
recommended.

As many as 93 semi-trucks and other trucks rolled through Lawrence Saturday night, Dec. 6, as part of the Red Arrow Convoy that began in Oshtemo and ended in 
Coloma by way of Red Arrow Highway.  It marks the third year for the event, which has grown each year.

Courier-Leader photos/Paul Garrod 
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SHAES receives 
new Jaws of Life

South Haven Area Emer-
gency Services (SHAES) has 
put into service new elec-
tric-powered extrication tools 
purchased from donations to 
the department. The new Jaws 
of Life equipment replace 
27-year-old hydraulic tools.

Lead donors toward the 
$30,000 project included the 
Greater South Haven Area 
Community Foundation, the 
WR Grace Foundation. the 
Rotary Club of South Haven, 
Gridlife and Tris 4 Health for 
their donation after the recent 
triathlon .

Pictured are SHAES 
responders during a training 
session utilizing the tools.  

The tools are used primarily 
at vehicle accidents when 
occupants are trapped inside.

"This investment is 
enhancing our operational 
capabilities,  ensuring that our 
personnel have dependable, 
modern equipment during 
critical rescue operations," 
said SHAES Executive Direc-
tor Brandon Hinz.

Fundraising efforts are 
currently underway to secure 
an additional set of tools so 
that each of the three SHAES 
stations is equipped with the 
tools, according to Firefighter/
Paramedic Paul Pant who is 
heading the initiative.

Coastal cities have plenty of art galleries for Christmas gifts
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By James Windell

Unlike many other cities, 
South Haven does not have an 
art gallery in its downtown.

But that doesn’t mean you 
can’t find quality art – paint-
ings, signed prints, pottery 
and hand-made glass objects 
– in South Haven and its 
environs.

Of course, the South Haven 

Center for the Arts regularly 
displays art that you can pur-
chase and this December their 
Mistletoe Market features 
plenty of creative and artistic 
gifts. In addition, Murphy’s 
Antique Mall, 321 Center 
Street, has plenty of art 
throughout the many booths 
in the store – usually at very 
attractive prices.

Then there’s Eagle Street 

Market just a couple of 
hundred feet from Murphy’s 
at 422 Eagle Street. There 
is plenty of art throughout 
their shop, especially in the 
Gallery Eclectic, just off the 
lobby. The Gallery Eclectic 
is a small room with high 
quality art by local as well as 
nationally known artists. 

But that’s the extent of 
where you can shop for art 
in downtown South Haven. 
Fortunately, though, there are 
galleries and studios along 
Blue Star Highway and into 
Fennville, Douglas and Sau-
gatuck where art can be found 
– even in the winter. 

Still in South Haven is 
Mark William’s Blue Star 

Pottery at 337 Blue Star High-
way. Williams’ bowls and 
platters feature classic leaf 
printed designs. Some of his 
pieces have elegant textured 
designs which are unique. To 
make sure that Williams is 
there and his studio open, call 
ahead at 269-487-8487.

Next door to Blue Star Pot-
tery is the home and gallery 
of Suzi Lettner. She is a long-
time painter and print maker 
who blends observation and 
memory to create landscapes, 
still lifes, and informal 
portraits. Her work often 
reflects the moods and colors 
of Michigan’s west coast. 
She, too, should be contacted 
before you arrive. Her number 

is 269-637-1810.
You can continue up Blue 

Star Highway to make your 
way into Fennville where the 
Root Café, located at 120 
E. Main Street, Fennville, 
combines space with Fern-
wood 1891. The walls in both 
spaces are covered with art 
by some of the most talented 
artists in the area. In addition, 
there is a diverse selection of 
pottery, including the work of 
Dawn Soltysiak.

If you get back on Blue 
Star Highway, you can 
continue into Douglas, which 
has become the city in West 
Michigan that has, perhaps, 
the most art galleries. Among 
the several galleries is the 
Button Gallery, LebenArt 
Gallery, Mr. Miller’s Art Em-
porium, Now & Then, and the 
Ruth Crowe Artist Studio. But 
new and notable is Ox-Bow 
House.

Located at 137 Center 
Street, Douglas in the former 
Douglas Library building 
is Ox-Bow House. Ox-Bow 
House is a community art 
space created by the Ox-Bow 
School of Art, where the work 
of many artists, most associ-
ated with the famed Ox-Bow 
School of Art are available 
for sale. The oil paintings, 
watercolors, and prints are at-

tractively displayed and most 
are priced very moderately.

If you continue on to Sau-
gatuck, on Butler Street you 
will find the James Brandess 
Gallery at 238 Butler Street. 
Brandess is a celebrated 
painter who is known for his 
expressive landscapes, florals, 
and portraits that capture the 
essence of the area around 
Saugatuck. If you are lucky, 
Brandess may be in his gal-
lery painting when you visit. 
But if he’s not the staff will 
let you browse through his 
paintings and signed prints. 
There is always choice art 
that ranges from attractively 
priced signed prints to more 
expensive oil paintings.

The Saugatuck art scene 
is expanded by the Amazwi 
Contemporary Art Gallery, 
which specializes in contem-
porary African art, and the 
Jeff Blandford Gallery, which 
is known for innovative 
ceramics.

So, whether you are on the 
hunt for an expensive painting 
or a moderately priced signed 
print or a finely crafted piece 
of pottery, you should be able 
to locate something that you 
can wrap up the that special 
someone on your holiday gift 
list.

Eagle Street Market

Eagle Street Market

Murphy’s Antique Mall

Ox-Bow House

Ox-Bow House

James Brandess Art

James Brandess Art
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Paw Paw chorus presented 
Christmas concert

Two bands on tap to benefit the 
India Love Sunflower Foundation

Get in the spirit with holiday concerts

269-366-7434
TUESDAY TO SUNDAY � 10AM - 6PM

SHOP SMART SHOP THRIFT
102 S. STATE STREET AT THE LIGHT DOWNTOWN GOBLES, MI

SHOP SMART SHOP THRIFT
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LIQUIDATIONS & THRIFT STORE!LIQUIDATIONS & THRIFT STORE!

Holiday décor, ornaments, trees, lights, collectibles, Holiday décor, ornaments, trees, lights, collectibles, 
Santas, snowmen, and more.Santas, snowmen, and more.

Perfect for decorating, gifting, or adding a touch of Perfect for decorating, gifting, or adding a touch of 
nostalgia to your home this season!nostalgia to your home this season!

Chr istmas  Stuff !Chr i stmas  Stuff ! 
V intage-to-New!V intage-to-New!

By Paul Garrod
Staff Writer
News4garrod@gmail.

com  
 
PAW PAW - Vineyard 

Chicks and the Black River 
Band will present a Holiday 
Concert, Friday, Dec. 19, at 
7 p.m. at The Lucky Wolf 
Theater, 404 E. Michigan 
Ave., Paw Paw.  A portion 
of the proceeds will benefit 
the India Love Sunflower 
Foundation.

Tickets are available now 
at The Lucky Wolf for $10 
and will increase to $15 on 
show day. Tickets may also 
be purchased online for 
$11.45 and will increase to 
$16.65 on show day.

Owner Jason Deibler-
Love said of the foundation, 
(it is) “Dedicated to creating 
vibrant cultural spaces that 
spark dialogue, celebrate 
artistry, and strengthen com-
munity.”

Deibler-Love continued, 
saying, “Rooted in India’s 
legacy of love and inclusion, 
the foundation’s work spans 
film, events, and education-
al initiatives that amplify 
diverse voices and cultivate 
connection. With leadership 
from therapists, midwives, 
filmmakers, spiritual change 
makers, and community 
builders, we carry her for-
ward her light - building a 
foundation where creativity 
inspires change, and com-
munity creates possibility.”

The Lucky Wolf web-
site said on the India Love 

Sunflower Foundation page, 
“We lost India on November 
19, 2023.  The abuse she en-
dured as a child came back 
to haunt her earlier that year 
when we experienced the 
trauma of almost losing our 
son, Henning, to bacterial 
meningitis.”  The foundation 
was established in honor of 
India Love. Tragically, India 
died by suicide on Nov. 19. 

“For now, her hope was 
to create a safe place for 
people to build community 
surrounded by the arts and 
good coffee and wine.   We 
will continue her dream with 
the India Love Sunflower 
Foundation, a non-profit 
501c3 whose purpose is

“To help remove the stig-
ma around mental health by 
raising awareness, and pro-
viding assistance, support, 
resources, and education to 
individuals, families, and 
communities in need.”  

The Black River Band 
formed in 2010 and current-
ly consists of: Paul Valen-
tine, bass and vocals; Eddie 

Morris, guitar and vocals; 
Tommy Rusin, saxophone, 
keyboard and vocals; and 
Lou Brule, drums and 
vocals.

Special guests include 
Rick Dubinski, drums and 
Brian Allers, pedal steel 
guitar.

The Black River Band 
plays classic rock, country 
music and “The Blues.”

Vineyard Chicks is made 
up of Kayla, keyboard, lead 
vocals and backing vocals; 
Trie, drums, lead vocals and 
backing vocals, and Bunk-
ie, guitar, lead vocals and 
backing vocals, three sisters, 
each gifted musicians who 
take turns singing lead 
vocals with their amazing 
sisterly harmonies creating 
a musical experience you 
won’t soon forget.

Vineyard Chick’s Trie 
will play drums for the 
Black River Band that eve-
ning.Both bands will take to 
the stage and play the encore 
together.

By James Windell

There’s something about 
holiday concerts at this time 
of the year that brings out 
the joy in people. Maybe it 
has to do with nostalgia. Or 
because it reminds us that 
we all live in a small com-
munity. Then again, perhaps 
it’s just the uplifting power 
of live music. 

Anyway, holiday con-
certs and musical events 
do create a shared sense of 
joy and tradition – which is 
welcome every year during 
this festive season.

If you’re looking for the 
emotional touchstone of a 
live musical event, here’s a 
brief guide to what is avail-

able this season.
The Southwest Michigan 

Symphony Orchestra is 
gearing up to spread some 
holiday cheer with its Merry 
& Bright pops concert on 
Saturday, December 13 at 
the Jenkins Theatre in the 
Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center, .

Southwest Michigan 
Symphony Orchestra Music 
Director Matt Aubin says 
the concert will blend joyful 
music with community 
spirit, even giving one au-
dience member the chance 
to hop onstage for a quick 
“Conducting 101” lesson 
and lead the orchestra in the 
classic holiday song “Sleigh 
Ride.” The program will 

also feature classics like 
“The Polar Express,” “Ru-
dolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer,” and “Here We Come 
A-Caroling,” along with the 
“Hanukkah Festival Over-
ture” and Handel’s “Hal-
lelujah Chorus.” Tickets 
are available on the SMSO 
website at https://smso.org/
event/merry-brightmen-
del-center/

On December 12 and 13 
Christmas in the Village in 
downtown Paw Paw will 
feature a Lighted Holiday 
Parade at 6:00 pm on the 
12th with festive marching 
bands and carolers as well 
as live holiday music at the 
Courthouse at 6:45 pm. 

The next day, December 

13, Kringle Town & Merry 
Village Mingle goes from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm with 
local performers, carolers, 
and seasonal music through-
out downtown Paw Paw.

Also on December 13 is 
the Home for the Holidays 
Concert at the West Ottawa 
Performing Arts Center, 
3685 Butternut Drive, Hol-
land. Performances at 3:30 
and 7:30 pm will see local 
favorites Steve and Allson 
Martin joining the Holland 
Symphony Orchestra for 
Christmas and holiday 
classics. 

Another December 13 
event is Holiday Wine 
Dinner with Live Music 
at 6:00 pm at the Veritas 
Estate Winery. The evening 
pairs dinner with season-
al live music, creating a 
cozy holiday atmosphere. 
The Vintage Inn at Veritas 
Estate Winery is located 
at 7073 Baseline Road, 
South Haven. Visit ps://
allevents.in/south-haven/
holiday-wine-dinner-cele-
brate-and-save-for-the-holi-
days/100001568176671639 
for more information.

On December 17, the 
KalHaven Strings Holiday 
Concert will take place at 
the Michigan Maritime 
Museum, 260 Dyckman 
Ave. at 6:30 pm. The violin/
cello duo of Megan Healy 
and Lydia Raymond will 

perform festive classics in 
a family-friendly setting. 
The concert is free, but go 
to https://michiganmari-
timemuseum.org/event/
kalhaven-strings-holi-
day-concert/ for more 
information.

An annual tradition is the 
South Haven Performance 
Series which features the 
Vox GR Choral Ensem-
ble on December 21 at 4 
pm. The Vox GR Choral 
Ensemble will entertain 
with a holiday and classical 
repertoire at Peace Lutheran 
Church in South Haven. 
The concert is free and you 
can visit https://southhav-
enperformanceseries.org for 
further information.

Also on December 21 
is A Motown Christmas 
at Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center Jenkins The-
atre. At 6:00 pm, the Motor-
town All-Stars, backed by a 
powerhouse band and horn 
section, present a dazzling 
lineup of vocalists and mu-
sicians who’ve performed 
with legendary Motown 
acts. Together, they bring 
Motown’s timeless hits and 
Christmas favorites to life 
in a concert packed with 
stunning harmonies, smooth 
choreography, and all the 
style that made Detroit the 
soul capital of the world.

For ticket information, go 
https://www.boxofficetick-

etsales.com/7478320/a-mo-
town-christmas-tickets-sun-
12-21-2025-mendel-center

The Paw Paw Community Chorus presented the 25th annual Christmas Concert on 
Sunday, Dec. 7, at the Paw Paw United Methodist Church, 420 W. Michigan Ave., Paw 

Paw. The chorus was under the direction of Theresa Vaughn and accompanied on 
piano by Evonne Heystek. Courier-Leader photo/Paul Garrod 
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www.cooperlawplc.com
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408 W. Michigan Ave. Paw Paw

DerekInsGroup.com

Call Derek Lietzau today!

Awarded the 2025 Farm Bureau  
Insurance Leadership in Action Award.

Proud recipient of The Farm Bureau 
Office of Excellence Award - where 

award-winning service meets real 
peace of mind.

120 Baseline, opponents meet head on, planners table decision

SH City Council approves Phase I Design for Overton Project

VB County Road Commission details county snow plowing
LAWRENCE - Winter 

in Michigan can be 
unpredictable, and snow-
storms often last 24 
hours or more.  Clearing 
roads after a storm 
takes time, and even 
small events can create 
hazardous conditions 
due to wind and drifting 
snow.  The Van Buren 
County Road recently 
explained what area res-
idents can expect when 
winter weather hits and 
how the county road 
commission works to 
keep roads safe.

The Van Buren 
County Road 

Commission treats each 
winter snow event as an 
individual occurrence 
because every event is 
different and varies in 
snow depth, type (snow, 
slush, ice), and tempera-
ture changes.  Routine 
winter maintenance 
occurs within eight-hour 
days, Monday through 
Friday.

Routine snow remov-
al operations begin on 
the affected areas of the 
County Primary Road 
network as a first priori-
ty.  These roads include 
Red Arrow Highway, 
Blue Star Highway, 

and all roads with the 
“County Road (CR)” des-
ignation.  These primary 
roads create a network 
of roads connecting to 
state highways, cities, 
and villages and primarily 
have the most traffic.  By 
focusing here, the road 
commission can provide 
the greatest impact to the 
traveling public.  Then, 
as a secondary priority, 
road commission crews 
work on the affected 
areas of the Local Road 
system (streets and ave-
nues and within subdivi-
sions).

Non-routine winter 

maintenance occurs on 
weekends or overtime 
(hours beyond the nor-
mal eight-hour work-
day).  These operations 
are performed as follows 
using minimum crew 
sizes to cover the affect-
ed areas:

A. In the event of a 
snowfall more than four 
(4”) inches, the most crit-
ical locations on selected 
County Primary Roads 
will be covered, as condi-
tions permit.

B. Unusual ice and/or 
wind conditions causing 
hazardous driving, or 
impassable conditions in 
the affected areas of the 
road system, as condi-
tions permit.

C. In the event of a 
snowfall more than eight 
inches, authorization 
shall be extended to 
cover the Local Road 
system of the affected 
area(s), as conditions 
permit.

The Van Buren 

County Road 
Commission’s goal is 
to keep roads in a safe 
and reasonable condition 
for public travel within 
the limits of available 
resources.  

Area residents who 
have questions on winter 
maintenance can contact 
the Van Buren County 
Road Commission at 
(269) 674-8011, or e-mail 
at: vbcrc@vbcrc.org.

By James Windell

The two sides 
in the 120 Baseline 
manufactured housing 
community project met 
head on in a public 
hearing before the 
South Haven Planning 
Commission on 
Thursday, December 4, 
2025.

Representing 
Countryside Estates 
and the interests of 
Eric Rothner, the owner 
of the property at 120 
Baseline Road, at the 
public hearing that 
was reconvened from 
last month’s Planning 
Commission meeting 
was David Wiatroski, 
Project Manager for the 
proposed community, and 
attorney Emily Palacious, 
a rezoning and real 
estate attorney.

David Wiatroski in a 
lengthy statement to the 
Planning Commission 
made the case for the 
planned manufactured 
home development. 

“We’re here to get it 
rezoned to a mobile 
home park,” he said as 
he began his comments. 

“There are several 
reasons we wanted to 
have a mobile home 
concept,” he said. “But it 
doesn’t have the same 
connotation of a mobile 
home park with transient 
people who are going in 
and out a lot.”

Wiatroski explained 
that they are planning on 
units that are sizeable 
and “they’re going to be 
single family homes.” He 
added that, “Mr. Rothner 
is trying to establish a 
community of people who 
will enjoy South Haven 
just like he did.”

Eris Rothner has 
owned a home on North 
Shore Drive in South 
Haven for more than 
15 years. He has built 
several other homes in 
South Haven and he 
is a businessman who 
has been involved in 
healthcare management 
and real estate ventures 

in various states.
When Wiatroski 

turned it over to attorney 
Emily Palacios, she 
stated in her comments 
that she believes the 
criteria have been met 
to allow rezoning of the 
property.

Before the public 
hearing on the rezoning 
application was opened, 
Planning Commission 
Chair Bob Sherman said 
that there were more 
than 50 written messages 
that had been received 
prior to this meeting 
and that all but a couple 
expressed opposition to 
the proposed project.

When the public 
hearing opened, a dozen 
people made comments 
voicing their opposition 
to the rezoning of 120 
Baseline. The speakers 
reiterated their previous 
reasons for being 
opposed to rezoning and 
these reasons have been 
stated several times in 
comments before the 
Planning Commission 

and the City Council. 
The recurring themes 
in the statements of 
those opposed to 
rezoning are that by 
rezoning the parcel of 
land and allowing a 
manufactured home 
community the Planning 
Commission will lose 
control of what is done 
with the property, that 
the proposed community 
will be incompatible 
with the surrounding 
neighborhoods, that the 
homes could become 
short term rental units, 
and that the owners 
of the 24 units that 
are proposed will pay 
reduced taxes to the City 
than if other types of 
single-family homes are 
bult there.

One member of the 
public who came forward 
to offer comments 
during the public hearing 
was Barry Fidelman, 
who presented a fresh 
perspective. “This park 
is going to be primarily 
marketed to Orthodox 

Jewish families who have 
a lot of kids,” Fidelman 
said. “They walk to the 
synagogue on Saturday. 
That’s why it is perfect 
for what we need for the 
synagogue to sustain 
itself.”

After the public 
hearing was closed, the 
Planning Commission 
members began a 
dialogue about whether 
the property could be 
rezoned. However, 
the discussion bogged 
down over the question 
of whether the 24 
units in the proposed 
development would be 
permanent homes and 
whether they could be 
used as rentals. Despite 
assurances from the 
City Attorney that 120 
Baseline was not in the 
overlay district and, thus, 
not eligible for short 
term rentals, the matter 
continued to be debated. 
Palacios suggested that 
they provide assurances 
that they will never 
become rentals. This led 

to conversation about 
how such assurances 
could be made. 

After a recess, when 
Palacios and Wiatroski 
had a chance to confer 
about providing this 
condition, Palacios 
stated that they would 
need time to discuss 
this further and decide 
how best to provide this 
assurance.

A motion was made 
to table any further 
consideration of the 
rezoning until the 
Countryside Estates team 
could come back with a 
written condition. It was 
conceded by Palacios 
as well as Zoning 
Administrator Kelly 
Getman-Dissette that it 
might be January, 2026 
or later before the matter 
would come back to the 
Planning Commisson. 
The motion was passed 
and deliberations about 
rezoning 120 Baseline 
will be continued 
sometime after January, 
2026.

By James Windell

Matt Szumiski, 
Land Acquisition and 
Development Analyst 
with Dwelling Place of 
Grand Rapids, appeared 
before the South Haven 
City Council on Monday, 
December 1, 2025 and 
shared slides of the 
exterior of the 53-unit 
apartment building that 
constitutes Phase I in 
the development of the 
Overton property.

City Council 
members who had not 
attended a recent public 

engagement session held 
by Dwelling Place had 
not previously seen the 
drawings of the proposed 
apartment building.

City Manager Kate 
Hosier said that the 
design for the apartment 
building was being 
brought before the City 
Council “just to make 
sure that Dwelling Place 
is on the right track 
before sending them 
through the planning and 
zoning process.

Szumiski said that 
he was excited to show 
the City Council what 

they’ve come up with. 
He then showed several 
slides of the architectural 
drawings. 

The final site plans 
and building designs 
for the south side 
(multifamily portion) of 
the Overton Development 
project were shared with 
the public and some 
city officials in the public 
engagement session 
in November. Design 
drawings showed that the 
multifamily building will 
be three stories (tapering 
to two stories on one 
end with a rooftop deck) 

and include 53 units, 80 
parking spaces, a mix of 
one- and two-bedroom 
units, and amenities like 
community rooms and 
outdoor programming. 
The building’s facade 
will likely feature a mix 
of brick, paneling, and 
wood, though exact 
materials and colors 
are not finalized and 
depend on funding and 
cost. The flat roof design 
was chosen for height 
concerns and local 
architectural consistency.

 After his presentation, 
City Council members 

asked questions 
indicating greater 
concern with funding for 
the project than with the 
design of the multifamily 
building. 

“We will be putting 
the applications together 
in the next couple 
of months as we go 
forward,” Szumiski 
said. “We are going for 
low-income tax credits 
through the Michigan 
State Housing Authority. 
It’s an extremely 
competitive process and 
we need to make sure 
our application is perfect 

because if we don’t score 
well, we might have to 
come back again for 
another round.”

After discussion, the 
City Council unanimously 
approved Phase I of the 
project. 

Before Dwelling 
Place hunkers down to 
work on the application, 
they will be presenting 
the final site plans and 
building designs to the 
South Haven Planning 
Commission in January, 
2026. 
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Turnout huge at Beach Ball Drop

of office, newly elected Commissioner Tina Leary,  Commissioner Gail Patterson-Gladney, Commissioner Kurt Doroh, 

Staff Writer

LAWRENCE TWP.   A 
small Lawrence Township 

County Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff Daniel Abbott said at 

Van Buren County Sheriff’s 

60th Avenue in Lawrence 

Staff Writer 

obstructing police officers, 

Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff Daniel Abbott said 
that Sheriff’s deputies 

a vehicle that had slid off 

with the suspect, she fled 

Other units responded 
to the area including Sheriff 

garage. Sheriff Abbott 

attempted to flee the garage, 

custody by Sheriff Abbott 

Sheriff Abbott said the 

Staff Writer

PORTER TWP.  – 

Van Buren County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Sheriff Daniel Abbott said 
Sheriff’s deputies were 

deputy, according to Sheriff 
Sheriff Abbott said the 

shooting where fireworks 

discharging the firearm 

A 62-year-old Lawrence 

a firearm causing death.  

according to Sheriff Abbott. 

Office for review once 

Department, Lawrence 
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VBISD, state educators join forces to share warmth and 
support to multilingual learners

Local Christmas Basket Food Drive Brings out the Best of PPPS

LAWRENCE - On Nov. 12, 
the MASA Team, alongside 
partners Kingscott, SET SEG, 
and Trane, delivered approx-
imately 300 Winter Warmth 
Totes to multilingual learn-
ers served by the Van Buren 
Intermediate School District 
(VBISD). About 25 totes were 
delivered directly to Lawrence 
Elementary, with the rest dis-
tributed to elementary students 
across districts served by the 
ISD. The delivery arrived just 
after Michigan’s first sticking 
snowfall, making the timing 
perfect for a project centered 
on comfort and care.

This fall, VBISD Super-
intendent Dave Manson was 
randomly selected from a 
pool of more than 50 Impact 
Award submissions, earning the 
opportunity to lead a project 
that would make a meaningful 
difference for students. After 
working with district leaders, 

he identified multilingual learn-
ers as the group that would 
benefit most from targeted 
winter support. VBISD Board 
of Education members joined 
the MASA team for delivery 
day, helping distribute totes 
personally to students.

Each Winter Warmth Tote 
was thoughtfully stocked with 
essential cold-weather items, 
including hats, gloves, scarves, 
warm socks, lotion, and 
Chapstick—ensuring students 
had what they needed to stay 
warm during Michigan’s harsh 
winter months. At schools such 
as Bloomingdale Elementa-
ry and Pullman Elementary, 
students eagerly explored their 
bags, trying on their new gear 
and sharing excitement with 
classmates and staff. The joy 
and gratitude throughout the 
buildings made the day truly 
special.

“This initiative helps many 

of us reconnect with our 
‘why,’” said Tina Kerr, exec-
utive director of MASA. “It 
shows what can happen when 
we unite behind something 
good for students.”

What began last fall as a 
simple idea within MASA 
has grown into an inspiring 
movement, one that symbol-
izes purpose, partnership, and 
the impact educators can have 
when they unite for good. 
VBISD is proud to be this 
year’s MASA Impact recipient 
and grateful for the warmth - 
both literal and inspirational 
- this partnership has brought to 
families across the community.

The next Impact Award 
recipient will be announced at 
MASA’s Midwinter Confer-
ence in January, with one final 
project planned for spring to 
close out the school year.

PAW PAW  - If you are 
looking for the character traits 
in children that most strongly 
predict their ability to build and 
sustain a generous community 
later in life, look no further 
than Paw Paw Public Schools 
(PPPS). Now in its third year 
in the district, CharacterStrong, 
a PreK-12 program focused on 
building character traits that 
promote students’ well-being, 
relationships and leadership 
skills has been embraced by 
PPPS. By helping students 
consistently practice empathy, 
responsibility, and compassion, 
the program is elevating the 
culture of the entire school 
community.

The momentum generated 
by this program, and the en-
thusiasm of PPPS students, has 
extended beyond the campus, 

creating a positive ripple-ef-
fect throughout the Paw Paw 
community.

Beginning in November, 
students from all grade levels 
went to work, eagerly collect-
ing and donating non-perish-
able food for the 2025 Paw 
Paw Lions Club Christmas 
Basket Program. From pancake 
mix, pasta and canned peaches 
to soups, cereals, cake mixes 
and more, students, their fam-
ilies, and PPPS staff took this 
assignment seriously.

From Paw Paw High School 
(PPHS), the National Honor 
Society, with assistance from 
their advisors, generously gave 
their time by collecting canned 
goods and other non-perishable 
items at the entrances of Fam-
ily Fare in Paw Paw and Wag-
oner’s in Mattawan. With the 

help of students from the “Pay 
it Forward” class at PPHS, 
they also collected donations 
at Save a Lot in Paw Paw.  In 
total, Paw Paw High School 
collected and donated 3,525 
items to the Lions Christmas 
Basket Program, which will in 
turn be given to local families 
in need.

At Paw Paw Middle School, 
the Student Council led the 
efforts to collect items for 
the Lions Christmas Basket 
Program. Healthy competi-
tion among the sixth, seventh 
and eighth grades generated 
1,148 items for local families 
in need. Congratulations to 
the winner – the Eighth Grade 
Class for bringing in 474 items. 
According to Kayla Laurian, 
Student Council Advisor, the 
total donations doubled last 

year’s total.
At Paw Paw Early and Later 

Elementary, classes and grades 
were also in a friendly compe-
tition to see who could collect 
the most. In total, Paw Paw 
Early Elementary collected 
1,074 items, and because Paw 
Paw Later Elementary assigned 
each food item a certain num-
ber of points, the number of 
items was not readily available, 
but suffice it to say hundreds 
of individual items and dozens 
of cases of canned goods and 
boxed goods were collected 
and donated.

Paw Paw Public Schools Su-
perintendent Jeremy Davison 
concluded with, “To everyone 
who collected, donated, or 
helped with the food drive in 
any way, thank you! Your gen-
erosity and care for one another 
make a real impact. Thank you 
for continuing to embody our 

PACK spirit and for partnering 
with the Lions Club to support 
families right here in Paw 

Paw.”

Paw Paw Early Elementary students with Teachers Jennifer Ayres and Stephanie 
Basurto

Paw Paw High School Students

Paw Paw Later Elementarty Students with  Teacher Amy Koehn

Paw Paw Middle School Students with Teacher, Kaylah Laurian

VBISD and State Educators Spread Warmth

VBISD and State Educators Join Forces

www.mckenziemi.com
www.centsiblemichigan.com
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Road Rage Is Killing Us — Literally

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O RL E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R

I’ve written about road 
rage before, but nothing pre-
pared me for the horrifying 
incident that unfolded in our 
Morning Star/Recorder area 
over the holiday weekend. It 
was, without question, one 
of the most senseless and 
tragic episodes I’ve ever 
encountered — the kind of 
incident that forces every 
one of us to take a hard look 
at our own behavior behind 
the wheel.

A 22-year-old Concord 
man is dead. Not because of 
icy roads, or a mechanical 
failure, or a momentary 
lapse in attention — but 
because two drivers allowed 
anger to override judgment.

Michigan State Police 
detailed what happened:

On Nov. 28, around 6:07 
p.m., troopers responded to 
a chaotic scene along M-60 
and N. Main Street. Two 
vehicles — a Chevy Malibu 

driven by the young Con-
cord man and a Jeep Chero-
kee driven by a 24-year-old 
Parma man — had engaged 
in a road-rage confrontation. 
Both drivers pulled onto 
the shoulder. Both got out. 
And then, disastrously, both 
began physically fighting in 
the roadway.

While they were brawl-
ing in the traffic lane, a 
westbound Ram 1500 came 
upon them. The 62-year-
old Hanover man behind 
the wheel had no chance 
to avoid impact. Both men 
were struck. One died. 
The other survived with 
non-life-threatening injuries. 
Police say neither alcohol 
nor drugs played a role.

Witnesses disagree on 
what sparked the alterca-
tion — who cut off whom, 
who brake-checked, who 
shouted first. But here’s the 
truth that matters: none of 

that changes the outcome. A 
young life is gone. A family 
is shattered. And for what? 
A moment’s anger? Bruised 
pride? A refusal to let some-
thing go?

Accounts suggest that the 
Jeep, carrying a family re-
turning from hunting, pulled 
onto M-60. The Chevy 
pulled out behind them. 
Tempers flared. Someone 
didn’t like someone else’s 
driving. Words — or ges-
tures — were exchanged. 
Both drivers made the fatal 
decision to pull over near 
the old Jenks Oil Station 
and escalate the confronta-
tion.

A fight broke out on the 
high ground near the Con-
cord Mill Pond, eventually 
spilling onto the roadway. 
Seconds later, the Ram 
appeared — and tragedy 
followed.

A woman who arrived 

shortly afterward described 
consoling the distraught 
passenger of the Chevy. “I 
felt sorry for her,” she said. 
“Hugged her. Told her it’s 
okay.” She watched as CPR 
was performed on the young 
man for 15 agonizing min-
utes. She will undoubtedly 
carry that image with her for 
the rest of her life. So will 
many others.

If anyone still believes 
road rage is some exagger-
ated talking point, this in-
cident stands as undeniable 
proof of its deadly reality.

We must teach our 
teenagers — in driver’s 
training and at home — that 
retaliating on the road is 
never acceptable. You don’t 
settle disagreements with a 
stranger’s driving. You don’t 
pull over to “set someone 
straight.” You don’t follow, 
confront, threaten, or esca-
late. Ever.

All of us make mistakes 
behind the wheel. New 
drivers misjudge gaps or 
turns. Seniors may drive 
more slowly out of caution. 
Others may be anxious from 
past accidents. None of 
these deserve a horn-blaring 
tirade, a shouted insult, or a 
roadside fistfight.

We must do better. As 
motorists. As citizens. As 
human beings.

The next time irritation 
rises — when someone 
merges too slowly, brakes 
too quickly, or forgets a turn 
signal — choose restraint 
over rage. Let it go. Take 
a breath. Remember this 
young man, and remember 
that no moment of anger is 
worth a life.

One family will never see 
their son again because two 
people forgot that simple 
truth.

Let this be the last time 

we read a story like this.

Sheriff's Report- VB County Animal Control Division partners 
with Pets for Patriots

“Our Animal Control 
Division has partnered with 
Pets for Patriots. It’s a pro-
gram we are now utilizing 
to show our gratitude to our 
veterans and Gold Star Fam-
ilies in our county. This pro-
gram now allows our local 
veterans from World War 
II to active duty or being a 
Gold Star Family to be eli-
gible for the benefit. Reach 
out to our shelter if you are 

interested or know anyone 
who would be interested 
to participate in it,” said 
Van Buren County  Sheriff 
Daniel Abbott. “Our SWAT 
Team trained in Kalamazoo 
at an abandoned motel that 
is getting ready to be torn 
down. They ran numerous 
training exercises such as 
room clearing, breaching 
doors, approaches, stacks, 
etc.,” said Sheriff

Abbott.Van Buren Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Uniform 
Response handled a stolen 
license plate in Paw Paw 
Township. It was entered 
into LEIN as stolen.

Uniform Response han-
dled a stolen cell camera in 
Arlington Township. A deer 
hunter’s cell cam was stolen 
from their hunting area.

Uniform Response 
handled a PPO (Personal 

Protection Order) violation 
in the City of Gobles. A re-
port is being sent to the Van 
Buren County Prosecutor’s 
Office for review based on 
the information given.

Uniform Response 
handled a call in which an 
individual was setting in 
traffic in Antwerp Township. 
The individual was found 
to have two bench warrants 
out of Kalamazoo. The 

individual was arrested on 
the warrants.

Uniform Response 
handled a single vehicle 
crash in a ditch in Antwerp 
Township. The investigation 
found that the driver was 
operating under the influ-
ence of alcohol. The driver 
was lodged for the incident.

Uniform Response was 
busy with numerous crashes 
and slide-offs.  

Uniform Response 
received a tip about the lo-
cation of a wanted fugitive 
in Hamilton Township. Dep-
uties observed the wanted 
individual upon arrival at 
the residence. Deputies were 
able to make entry without 
force as occupants of the 
residence were cooperative. 
The suspect was arrested 
and lodged. 

Left should stop whining, support America First
Dear Editor,
Despite one hard-earned 

victory after another the 
progressive left and main-
stream media continue to 
misinform the American 
public on our nations state 
of affairs.  I believe to 
date President Trump has 
brokered eight peace treaties 
around the world.  The most 
current domestic and for-
eign financial commitments 
in the U.S total in the neigh-
borhood of $9.6 trillion 
dollars.  While CBS tells us 
how soft the U.S. economy 
is, according to Forbes, a re-
cord breaking $14.6 Billion 
in combined Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday sales 
was realized.  This rep-
resents a 27% increase from 
2024.  And as of today, U.S. 
West Texas oil is $59.45 
per barrel and you can get 
regular gas in South Haven 
today for $2.62 per gallon.

But the America Last lib-
erals continue to decry ev-
ery American victory while 
supporting those throughout 
the world endeavoring to 
destroy our Republic. The 

new Democrat party isn’t 
even attempting to provide 
intelligent solutions; their 
sole plan is to obstruct 
any effort on the part of 
President Trump in hopes 
of resurrecting our nation.  
It is far too obvious and 
frightening that liberals will 
support any and all enemies 
of our nation to thwart Re-
publican efforts.  They align 
with Antifa, Hamas, Muslim 
Brotherhood, by and large 
all Muslim extremists, 
communists and the one 
world order oligarchs like 
George Soros.  Historically 
the two primary destruc-
tive forces of civilization 
and human life throughout 
the world have been Islam 
and communism and the 
new Democrat party has 
embraced both.  Pseudo-in-
tellectuals will say that they 
are Democratic Socialists, 
as if that is supposed to 
be a significant difference.  
Any variation of socialism 
is still socialism and in the 
words of Vladimir Lenin 
who was responsible for 
between 9-50 million deaths 

“The goal of socialism is 
communism.”  For demo-
crats that still believe there 
is any integrity left in their 
party, John Bachtell, past 
chairman of the Communist 
Party USA stated “Ameri-
can communists are eager to 
work with the Democratic 
party to advance the modern 
communist agenda and 
achieve communist goals.”

Not satisfied with open 
borders, rampant crime and 
supporting the election of 
communists and radical 
Muslims in our nation, six 
elected democrats have 
publicly suggested that mil-
itary service members defy 
orders they may deem to be 
unlawful.  

The left is now whining 
about our military destroy-
ing cartel vessels and their 
occupants in international 
waters, transporting drugs 
into our nation.   They have 
no concern for 23-year-old 
Iryna Zarutska who was 
butchered on a train by a 
serial criminal while several 
passengers simply looked 
on.  Then there’s Bethany 

MaGee who was doused in 
gasoline and set on fire by 
another habitual offender 
on a Chicago train.  Liberal 
activist judges continue to 
release violent predators 
who continue to commit 
murders, rapes, abductions 
and assaults on Ameri-
can children, women and 
men.  Violence in America 
has become an acceptable 
tool of the new Democrat 
party as we witnessed most 
recently with the cowardly 
shooting of two National 
Guard member in D.C.  The 
left justifies these assaults 
on American citizens who 
oppose their agenda, while 
mainstream media does 
their best to bury the stories.

Now the left is floating 
the conspiracy theory that 
Trump wants to invade Ven-
ezuela for their oil.  What 
a joke, we have more oil in 
the U.S. than we can use 
or sell in several lifetimes.  
The fact is, Russia had been 
looking for a partner in the 
western hemisphere and in 
2006 found that partner in 
Venezuela, to manufacture 

small arms and ammunition 
and operate as their satellite. 
Last week Russia began 
evacuation of their citizens 
from Venezuela.  Perhaps 
President Trump can put an 
end to this unholy alliance 
before turning Venezuela 
into a 340,000 square mile 
parking lot.  Remember, 23 
years ago young people in 
Venezuela were cheering 
for Chavez and socialism 
and today their children are 
eating out of trash cans.

What the media refuses 
to admit is that President 
Trump is doing exactly what 
the majority of Americans 
expect of him and this is 
why we voted for him for 
president.  Most of us, and 
more, would do it again.

America has been fight-
ing radical Islam since the 
late 18th century and we 
have been fighting com-
munists and their proxies 
around the world since the 
middle of the 20th centu-
ry.  Combined they now 
comprise primary elements 
of the new Democrat 
base.  Quite simply Islam 

and communism are not 
compatible with our Ju-
deo-Christian Constitutional 
Republic.  

Recently I read some 
tripe about how Republi-
cans need to grow a spine 
and reject Trump’s efforts.  
Although this un-American 
attitude is deplorable, I do 
agree that Republicans as 
well as patriotic Democrats 
should all collectively grow 
a spine and support our na-
tion’s America First agenda.  
Refuse to be intimidated 
by the bullying of the left.  
When liberals are unable to 
justify their position, they 
will call you names; racist, 
transphobic or islamopho-
bia, so what.  When a lib-
eral calls you names it’s no 
different than a 6-year-old 
calling someone a poopy-
head simply because they 
lack the intellectual capacity 
for mature discourse.  

John R. Young

Reader suggests 3 changes to health policies

Dear Mike the Editor,

After reading your 
critique of the Congressio-
nal Schedule last week, I 
called a friend to see what 
I was missing. One thing 
that is not immediately 
apparent from the roughly 
one-quarter empty sched-
ule (available on Roll 
Call) is that the empty 
space belongs to commit-
tees. Committees meet 
only when the chamber is 
not in session.

Committees are meant 
to be the workhorses of 
Congress, yet all most of 
us see is political grand-
standing during presiden-
tial appointment hearings.

Committees are actu-
ally responsible for full 
oversight of government 
agencies; drilling down to 
bill language and intent; 
exposing special favors 
in department budgets; 
debating policy disagree-
ments; and more.

The fact that com-
mittees aren't doing this 
contributes to our current 
healthcare mess: inflation, 
fraud, ongoing patient 
debt, and $ 38.5 Trillion in 
national debt. (You won't 
believe the dearth of video 
on CSPAN's Committee 
page.)

This is why the current 
healthcare debate is taking 
place in hallways, sound 
bites, and press confer-
ences. Without strong 
leadership in Congress, 
that role is left to the 
president. So that's who I 

wrote on Monday.
Dear President Trump, 
Thank you so much for 

working on HSA Accounts 
and eliminating waste-
ful subsidies that benefit 
insurance companies.

Could you make three 
changes to HSA Accounts? 

Please DECOUPLE 
these accounts from the 
wrap-around insurance 
mandate. It's a huge tax 
required to donate to them, 
just another gift to insur-
ance companies enabling 
them to control our care.

Next, please RAISE 
THE CAP of annual dona-
tions to $15,000 or even 
more. 

Finally, please EX-
PAND QUALIFIED HSA 
SPENDING to include 
Health Sharing member-
ships and insurance pre-
miums. That gives people 
real choice, instead of 
slavery to insurance plans, 

protocols, and  "managed 
care" which is a joke.

An additional bonus 
would be allowing people 
to donate from their own 
HSA to others in need, 
and to bequeath it to their 
children.

I'm a lifelong nurse who 
entered health policy when 
Obamacare was passed. 
In all my study and work 
with patients and fami-
lies, I believe these three 
changes would make the 
greatest difference for the 
people who truly need 
better options to pay for 
healthcare.

This path would lift 
MANY working poor 
and self-employed out of 
Medicaid dependence and 
Marketplace subsidies. It 
would let them manage 
their own pre-tax dollars 
for their healthcare, and 
I'm convinced it would 
dramatically reduce fraud. 

People guard their own 
money. Besides, we have 
banks and the IRS guard-
ing these accounts against 
misuse. 

Perhaps the greatest 
benefit of this plan for the 
country would be restoring 
people's economic voice in 
healthcare. Special inter-
ests have controlled huge 
pots of money from em-
ployers and government, 
and used it to lead patients 
and clinicians around by 
the nose for FAR too long.

Thank you for all you 
do, Mr. President. God 
bless you for your heart to 
secure our lives, liberties, 
and property including 
conscience.

Sincerely,
Abigail Nobel, BSN, 

RN, MA

FFOUNEOUNE
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WELL DRILLING & REPAIR
4" - 8" Wells

Specializing in 5" PVC Wells
Member of Michigan and National

Ground Water Association

GROUND WATER PROFESSIONALS 

628-2700
33215 M-43 • Paw Paw

WELL DRILLING INC.
 Since 1970

STATE LICENSE #80-2159
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Driver’s License
Restoration

Drunk Driving &
Criminal Defense

It’s a Process...

We Can Help!
“Friends... Don’t Let

Friends Plead Guilty!”

Law Office of

FREDERICK J. TAYLORFREDERICK J. TAYLOR
269-388-6060 • 1-800-250-FRED

0
8
-0

3
-1

5
F

L

www.pawpawlib.org
www.wilcoxnewspapers.com


 

The Courier-Leader • Paw Paw Flashes • South Haven Beacon PAGE A7Thursday, December 11, 2025

ProudlyservingAlleganCountysince1965.

Learnmoreorget involvedat
alleganfoundation.org
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CELEBRATING60YEARS
OFIMPACT
For60years, theAlleganCountyCommunity
Foundation(ACCF)hasbeen investing inwhat
mattersmost—ourpeople,ourplaces,andour
future.WesupporteverycornerofAllegan
Countywith theprogramsandpartnerships
thathelpourcommunitiesthrive.

inAlleganCounty

Whether it’s:
Supporting local nonprofits andschools
Providing scholarshipsandyouth
leadershipopportunities
Expandingaccess tobooks through the
DollyPartonImaginationLibrary
Helping familiesbuildbrighter futures
throughMyFutureFund

ACCF ishere to turngenerosity intoaction.
Wemanagemorethan200charitable
fundsandconnectdonors, volunteers,and
organizations tocreatelasting,localimpact.

VIEW
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VIEW
FUNDS
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Exceptional Orthopedic Care
Our orthopedic and sports medicine team has extensive experience treating bone and joint 

conditions. From hand/wrist, ankle/foot and spine surgery to hip and knee replacement, we’re 

focused on achieving superior clinical outcomes for patients in Van Buren County. We partner 

with our patients every step of the way and offer same day appointments to make it easier 

to get a new problem assessed quickly. As the region’s leader in orthopedics, exceptional care 

comes naturally to us. It’s in our bones.

Learn more at bronsonhealth.com/ortho.

www.cooperlawplc.com
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Helping People in Michigan For Over 35 Years

501(c)3 nonprofit charity501(c)3 nonprofit charity

269-436-8316
134 S, PHELPS STREET #64 • DECATUR, MI 49045

LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC MINT EXCHANGE BUILDING DOWNTOWN DECATUR

www.cooperlawplc.com

VA DISABLILITY LAW CENTER

501(c)3 nonprofit charity501(c)3 nonprofit charity

VA DISABLILITY LAW CENTER
www.veternsdisabilitylawcenter.com

501(c)3 nonprofit charity501(c)3 nonprofit charity

www.scrafoundation.org
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www.usarmedforcesfoundation.org
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Season and a Season and a 
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Lawrence celebrates a Hometown Christmas

 Lawrence business displays mural on building

By Paul Garrod
Staff Writer
news4garrod@gmail.
com

LAWRENCE – An 
empty brick building in 
downtown Lawrence 
underwent a transfor-
mation that now houses 
Lawrence Community 
Care, a business which 
provides direct primary 
care and urgent care to 
area residents.

Following the pur-
chase of a commercial 
building in downtown 
Lawrence in late spring 
of 2023, husband and 
wife, Kevin and Rachel 
Ferrell, noticed that the 
interior was in very bad 
shape, while the exterior 
was a huge “eyesore” 
with mustard yellow peel-

ing paint over blocks that 
needed a lot of repairs.

The Ferrells thought 
that it would be “super 
cool to put something on 
that wall that would beau-
tify it and give the com-
munity something that 
gave them a feeling of 
pride and togetherness,” 
said Rachel. She added, 
“Jeff, from the library, 
really helped guide and 
move our hope forward 
by getting us set up and 
working with The Tech 
Center in Lawrence.”

During the winter of 
2024, the Ferrells met 
twice with Tech Center 
Instructor Heather 
Macyauski and her 
Graphic Design class. 
During the initial visit, 
the Ferrells, along with 
Jeff Heaton, of the Van 

Buren District Library, 
Lawrence Branch, met 
with her class to pitch the 
project and discuss any 
parameters. “We were 
welcomed back for each 
student to present their 
respective designs to 
us. We met at the library 
along with Lawrence 
Village Council President 
John Gritter, and VBDL 
Lawrence Branch Head 
Librarian Anne Cox, to 
narrow down their favor-
ites,” said Rachel. The 
favorites were picked 
based on design, ease of 
implementation, and the 
number of different paint 
colors needed.

“After narrowing the 
choice down to two, 
Kevin and I got the final 
say on which we pre-
ferred. We love nature 

The Lawrence Hometown Christmas Celebration was held 
Saturday, Dec. 6. Events included a craft show, a visit by 

Santa and Mrs. Claus at the Lawrence Library, and conclud-
ed with a Light Up Parade, which ended at the Lawrence 
Village Park. There, Santa Claus helped light the Village 
Tree. The Lawrence High School Band provided holiday 

musical selections.
Courier-Leader photos/ Paul Garrod  

and the deer remind-
ed us of a little bit of 
&quot;Annie&quot; the 
local deer that would fre-
quent Lawrence during 
her morning and evening 
walks through down-
town,” said Rachel. 

During the summer 
of 2024, rehab work on 
the building was started. 
In September of  2024, 
the building’s north wall 
was scraped and sanded, 
mortar was re-tucked, 
and two coats of a white 
exterior paint/primer were 
applied. “With lots going 
on, Jeff, with the help of 
Gritter, got the design 
penciled on the wall this 
fall (2025), followed by 
rounding up a group of 
artist friends and local 
area volunteers to exe-
cute the painting,” said 
Rachel. A second coat 
will be required in the 
spring of 2026, “as we 
ran out of suitable weath-
er,” said Rachel.

She concluded, “The 
second coat should help 
with durability and lon-
gevity. We are so pleased 
with the outcome and 
hope that the project 
fosters a bit of Lawrence 
pride while bringing a lit-
tle bit of artistry and color 
to our downtown area.”

In addition, the 
Ferrells hope to finish 
next spring prepping 
the wall at the back of 
the building “in hopes of 
eventually wrapping the 
image around it in some 
small but interesting 
way,” said Rachel.

The Lawrence 
Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) came 
alongside Lawrence 
Community Care during 
the painting phase and 

approved funding for the 
project. 

Additional DDA 
projects are being 
considered Lawrence 
DDA Chairperson, Dale 
Gribler, said, “The DDA 
looked at different ways 
we could make the down-
town area more appeal-
ing while helping our 
businesses. We added 
a line item to our budget 
for murals on commer-
cial buildings. We are 
extremely happy with the 
mural on the Lawrence 
Community Care prop-
erty and have received 
interest from three other 
properties for next spring 
and summer season.”

Lakeshore Paint and 
Patio store in South 
Haven provided guidance 
to the business in making 
paint decisions.

The Ferrells’ roots 
hail from the South 
Haven area, they have 
been members of the 
Lawrence community for 
almost a decade.

Kevin Ferrell, PA-C, 
has a diverse patient care 
background with over 
30 years of experience. 
From his modest roots as 
an emergency room (ER) 
technician and respira-
tory therapist, to serving 
his country as a military 
flight medic, he has 
always made it a priority 
to help others. Kevin’s 
varied medical experi-
ence includes military 
assignments as a combat 
medic, helicopter flight 
medic, and Physician 
Assistant during multiple 
foreign exercises, over-
seas deployments, and 
duty stations (Japan, 
Bosnia- Herzegovina, 
Iraq, Poland and 

Denmark).
After graduating from 

Physician Assistant 
(PA) school in 2015, 
from Western Michigan 
University, Kalamazoo, 
Kevin returned to the 
ER as an Emergency 
Medicine PA. In 2019, 
he began another period 
of full time active-du-
ty military service as 
a medical officer with 
the Michigan National 
Guards’ 51st Weapons 
of Mass Destruction Civil 
Support team. During 
this period, he continued 
to work part-time as an 
Emergency Medicine 
PA with Corewell Health 
system.

He formed Lawrence 
Community Care in 2022 
and began offering house 
calls and telemedicine 
on a limited basis to the 
local area. After 32 years 
of service to his country, 
Kevin officially retired 
from the Army in January 
of 2025. He decided that 
he would dedicate his 
next form of public ser-
vice to the community in 
which he lives.

Rachel has a bache-
lor’s degree in business 
administration. She chose 
to stay home and care for 
their three boys during 
Kevin’s multiple military 
deployments. Now that 
the children are grown, 
she is using her skills to 
help breathe life into their 
joint venture.

For more informa-
tion about Lawrence 
Community Care, 119 
N. Paw Paw St., phone: 
(269) 241-2220 or visit 
the website at: www.
lawrencecommunitycare.
com.

www.alleganfoundation.org
www.cooperlawplc.com
www.veternsdisabilitylawcenter.com
www.usarmedforcesfoundation.org
www.scrafoundation.org
www.bronsonhealth.com/ortho
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IN THE VILLAGE

FRIDAY • DECEMBER 12 SATURDAY • DECEMBER 13

AND LOCAL

BUSINESSES

9:00 AM

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

KRINGLE TOWN - On Paw Paw Street

THE MERRY VILLAGE MINGLE - Downtown

SANTA AT THE CARNEGIE
At the Carnegie Community 
Center, 129 S. Kalamazoo St.

ICE CARVING By IceScapes
In the County Park, Downtown Paw Paw

At the Paw Paw Area Chamber of Commerce,
206 E. Michigan Ave

6:00 PM - ALL NEW 
LIGHTED
PARADE

6:45 PM - COMMUNITY TREE LIGHTING
On Paw Paw Street

VISITS & PHOTOS WITH SANTA

In KringleTown on Paw Paw St.

SANTA’S REINDEER

11:30 AM 2:30 PM - CHRISTMAS STORY TIME
At Words on Pages Bookshop, 200 E. Michigan Ave.

1:00 PM - JOHN DUDLEY’S MERRY MAGIC SHOW
At the Strand Theater, 115 E. Michigan Ave.

3:00 PM - FREE MOVIE - “The Christmas Chronicles”
At the Strand Theater, 115 E. Michigan Ave.

Celebrate your community 
with holiday music & family activities!

JOIN THE FESTIVITIES!
Shop locally throughout the holiday season.

MORE

Caroling
Cookies

Hot Cocoa

Free Photos
Crafts

Cookies

Costumed Characters
Floats • Music

Candy
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Celebrate your community 
with holiday music & family activities!

JOIN THE FESTIVITIES!
Shop locally throughout the holiday season.

MORE

All New Events!

Caroling
Cookies

Hot Cocoa

Free Photos
Crafts

Cookies

Costumed Characters
Floats • Music

Candy

Holiday
 LIGHTED

Children’s

KringleTOWN

FRIDAY • DECEMBER 12 SATURDAY • DECEMBER 13

   MERRY
VILLAGEMINGLE

THE

D E S T I N A T I O N

paw paw

DOWNTOWN

DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY

SPONSORED BY

AND LOCAL
DOWNTOWN
BUSINESSES

Find us on FaceBook

downtown paw paw

9:00 AM - Paw Paw Rotary Santa Run
Suit up for a 5K course through downtown Paw Paw!

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

KRINGLE TOWN - On Paw Paw Street
Visit with Santa’s elves offering you holiday treats,
gifting and activities.

THE MERRY VILLAGE MINGLE - Downtown
Stroll through downtown businesses for Christmas
cookies, signature drinks and other holiday specials.

SANTA AT THE CARNEGIE
At the Carnegie Community 
Center, 129 S. Kalamazoo St.
Visit with Santa for a free 
digital photo, a cup of hot cocoa, cookies, and crafts.

ICE CARVING By IceScapes
In the County Park, Downtown Paw Paw
Watch working ice sculptors create holiday statuary
on the spot, or marvel at their finished sculptures.

SANTA’S WORKSHOP
At the Paw Paw Area Chamber of Commerce,
206 E. Michigan Ave.
KIDS! Stop in to make reindeer food, and a Christmas 
craft project, and have your face painted.

6:00 PM - ALL NEW 
LIGHTED HOLIDAY 
PARADE
Beginning at Fresh-
water Church, the 
parade will bring 
Santa to town via 
Michigan Ave. to 
Gremps St. and 
wind back up 
Paw Paw St. to 
the courthouse.

6:45 PM - COMMUNITY TREE LIGHTING
On Paw Paw Street
Celebrate with Santa as he lights the holiday tree in 
front of the Van Buren County Courthouse.  

VISITS & PHOTOS WITH SANTA
Immediately after the tree lighting
In KringleTown on Paw Paw St.

SANTA’S REINDEER

11:30 AM and 2:30 PM - CHRISTMAS STORY TIME
At Words on Pages Bookshop, 200 E. Michigan Ave.

1:00 PM - JOHN DUDLEY’S MERRY MAGIC SHOW
At the Strand Theater, 115 E. Michigan Ave.

3:00 PM - FREE MOVIE - “The Christmas Chronicles”
At the Strand Theater, 115 E. Michigan Ave.
Sponsored by Paw Paw Kiwanis Club

Celebrate your community 
with holiday music & family activities!

JOIN THE FESTIVITIES!
Shop locally throughout the holiday season.

FOR 

MORE
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Paw Paw Launches New “Christmas in the Village” Celebration
Paw Paw will spar-

kle with holiday cheer 
this season as the 
community debuts its 
new Christmas in the 
Village celebration - 
two days of festivities, 
local spirit, and small-

town magic.
The event kicks 

off  Friday, Dec. 12, 
with the Lighted Holi-
day Parade at 6 p.m. 
through downtown, led 
by this year’s Grand 
Marshals, Roman and 

Ava Plaszczak. Com-
munity members, orga-
nizations, and busi-
nesses are invited to 
take part - and there’s 
still time to sign up for 
the parade here. The 
Tree Lighting Ceremo-

ny at the Courthouse 
follows at 6:45 p.m., 
where Paul DeYoung 
will be honored with 
the Community Am-
bassador Award. 
Photos with Santa will 
follow the tree lighting.

Festivities continue 
Saturday, Dec. 13, with 
the Rotary 5K Santa 
Run at 9 a.m., followed 
by Kringle Town on 
Paw Paw Street from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
featuring old-world 

charm and handcrafted 
gifts in wooden market 
houses donated by 
Meyer Wood Products. 
The day also includes 
the Merry Village Min-
gle throughout down-
town shops.



 

Section BSection B

The Courier-Leader • Paw Paw Flashes • South Haven Beacon PAGE B1Thursday, December 11, 2025

FINE FOOD & SPIRITS

1420 M89, OTSEGO • 269-694-1818

BREWSTER’SFINE FOOD & SPIRITS

DINE IN & TAKE OUT
HOURS

Wed.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri.-Sat. 11am-10pm

Sun. 12pm-7pm
Kitchen closes 1/2 hour before the bar.

GRAB & GO
by the piece, box or bucket!

BONE-IN BROASTED

CCHHIICCKKEENN

AVAILABLE 

WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY
11AM TO 6PM

Leg  . . . . . . . . .$2.00
Thigh  . . . . . . . .$2.00
Wing  . . . . . . . .$2.00
Breast  . . . . . . .$3.00

By the piece

4 piece  . . . . .$7.75
8 piece  . . . .$13.99

16 piece  . . . .$27.75
32 piece  . . . .$55.00

By the box/bucket

EXTRA SIDES
$$227755• Cole Slaw

• Potato Salad

• French Fries

• Baked Beans

• Cottage Cheese

• Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Potato Wedges

oonnllyy  
$$229999

per order

Potato Wedges

oonnllyy  
$$229999

per order
Call ahead for large orders!

By John Raffel
Correspondent

SOUTH HAVEN — Luke 
Swearingen was huge contrib-
utor for the South Haven boys 
varsity soccer team which was 
state runners-up this season in 
Division 3.

“The team has performed 
extremely well in my opinion, 
even though the season is 
over,” he said. “If someone 
would have asked me mid 
season I would have said the 
same. I remember talking with 
my dad about half way through 
the season and saying, ‘Ireally 
think we could hang with any 
team in the state.

”After playing, and taking 
down some teams from Divi-
sion 1 and 2 our success really 
started to show. I think during 
the season I performed well 
overall. Some games I had off 
days, missing big long balls or 
getting passed by too easily. 
However, I also had games 
where mistakes were very 
minimal and the other team 
had less than maybe 5 shots, 
most of which weren’t even on 
frame.”

Swearingen said he 
improved during the sea-
son substantially during the 
season. “Our very first game 
we played Three Rivers, and 
tied them 3-3,” he said. “This 

was a typical first game, lots of 
mistakes, lots of miscommuni-
cation, and we didn’t have our 
best formation. As the season 
progressed we changed things 
up, most notably having three 
in the back for defense.

“This caused me to improve 
majorally, as my

help defense was much less, 
I was the last resort. As the 
season progressed, my soccer 
IQ increased, helping to direct 
my team; my technical abilities 
increased, my long ball became 
more accurate, and I could kick 
it further, as well as my first 
touch getting better. My de-
fense itself improved, where I 
positioned myself, stepping to 

the ball without getting passed 
by, shuffling sideways so I 
won’t get megged. I feel that 
I improved most dramatically 
during the playoffs, districts, 
regionals, and state.”

Swearingen played center 
back, “but my role was more 
than that,” he said. “At practice 
I always try to set an example 
by doing each drill right, not 
by calling out others, but by 
being a visual leader. During 
games I always tried to keep a 
positive attitude and encour-
age others, although I wasn’t 
always perfect, I made sure 
to encourage the team when 
necessary.

“Last year I played the 
same position as center back, 
but I was sort of an apprentice 
to a senior named Cuzberto 
Belmares. Cuzy, is what we 
called him, taught me most 
of what I know, last year I 
followed his example during 
practice and games. Although 
during practice my role of a 
visual leader was very similar 
I would like to say. Overall 
my role was similar last year 
but not exactly the same, last 
year I wasn’t the same leader 
and encourager I became this 
season.” Swearingen added, “ I 
love fundamentals, so if I were 
to respond in short I would say 
my fundamental strengths are 
the fundamentals. I think my 
biggest fundamental strengths 
are my positioning while de-
fending, my passing, clearing 

the ball whether it be a header 
or a loose ball on the ground, 
and my help defense when my 
right or left defender gets beat.

“This year I worked at my 
long ball because it wasn’t 
very powerful and didn’t cover 
much ground, but it improved 
majorly. Secondly, I focused 
a lot on my first touch, more 
specifically my first touch out 
of the air, I needed to work 
on this because settling a ball 
at defense can win or lose 
games. Lastly, I worked on my 
positioning during the game, 
I needed to push my team up 
when on offense, I needed 
to learn where to be to cut 
offpasses, I needed to learn 
where to position myself to be 
ready for long balls over us, 
and I needed to learn where 
to be during help defense.” 
Swearingen said one of the 
best memories from this season 
that he made was the one day 
the team had a beach practice.” 
“Most of our team made it, but 
we did a 3v3 tournament and 
then went into the lake as our 
ice bath,” he said “After that 
practice I remember thinking, 
“I’m gonna miss those guys 
next year.’ Obviously another 
phenomenal memory was our 
teams run in the playoffs. After 
each win our team would go 
crazy with excitement, it began 
to feel more and more unreal.

“Team highlights include 
the beach practice for me, but 
I think some highlights that 

included the whole team was 
senior night, really the best 
senior night anyone could’ve 
asked for. We played Rock-
ford, a D1 school, everyone 
knew they’d be good, and we 
all knew that D1 is a whole 
different level of sports. None-
theless, our team was fired 
up for senior night. We ended 
that game 2-1 I believe, what 
a magical night that was, it 
felt so special not only to win 
on senior night, but to beat a 
major opponent. I know every 
senior felt satisfied after that 
night.”

Looking back, “Personally, 
I didn’t really go into the sea-
son with any expectations, but 
I would say I exceeded them,” 
Swearingen said. “I received 
the honor of second team all 
state, which really surprised 
me. The team expectations 
were set very early in the 
season, to win districts. Our 
main opponent in districts was 
Fennville, but then we found 
out that Paw Paw was in our 
district too, we beat paw paw 
in the district semis, and made 
it to the finals with Fennville. 
We ended up beating Fennville 
which felt unreal, never in my 
soccer career, high school or 
middle school have I ever beat 
Fennville, and we were district 
champs. “That was our expec-
tation right there, but we

pushed so far beyond that, 
we all couldn’t believe it.”

South Haven soccer junior enjoys memorable season

Luke Swearingen and teammates were state runnerups

By John Raffel
Correspondent

PAW PAW — It was Paw 
Paw 55, Sturgis 44 in boys 
basketball action.

Paw Paw had quarter leads 
of 12-6, 27-25, and 40-25.

For Paw Paw, Truman Bren-
nan: 18 pts, 3 Reb, 7 Steals, 3 

By John Raffel
Correspondent

MATTAWAN — The 
Mattawan High School Wildcat 
Hockey team beat Utica Fraser 
United and Portage over the 

By John Raffel
Correspondent

LAWRENCE — Law-
rence coach Noah Wiswary 

By John Raffel
Correspondent

GOBLES — Gobles 
placed 2nd at the Concord 
Invitational Saturday.

By John Raffel
Correspondent

BLOOMINGDALE — 
Mark Parsley is head coach 
Bloomingdale boys basketball 
coach and his team won on 
Dec. 5 over Centreville 59-43

For Bloomindale,  Javon 

By John Raffel
Correspondent

BANGOR — Bangor’s girls 
basketball team had an impres-
sive temp last season and coach 
Bret Witkowski hopes to see 
more of the same this year.

Last year “Bangor's record 
was 9-13, best season since 
2012-2013,” Witkowski said. 
“We finished in the middle of 
the conference and earned the 
third seed in districts.  Game 
highlights was beating district 
number 1 seed Decatur during 
the season, and stopping 13- 
and 15-game losing streaks to 
Bloomingdale and Hartford.

On graduations, “we lost 
two seniors, Jaelynn Little who 
was all-conference second team 
and team MVP and leading 
scorer and K’Liyana O’Steen 
the team's leading rebounder,” 
Witowski said. “We have six 
returning letterwinners, the 
most in my three years. Senior 
Madison Lennox will play the 
point and 2 guard. Senior Izzy 
Horvath, who came out as a 
sophomore, is moving from the 
post to a wing this season. She 
is all state and all-conference 
softball pitcher who has com-
mitted to Kalamazoo College 
next year.

For junior Lexi Wisniewski 

“who was second in the team as 
a sophomore and led the team 
in assists, this will be her third 
season starting on varsity,” Wit-
kowski said. “Last season she 
was second team all-conference 
and is also all-conference in 
softball and volleyball.  Senior 
Brea Wines, who is playing 
her first season of basketball, 
had a really good summer and 
off season, and junior Amiyah 
Corona who played varsity and 
JV last season is our best man 
defender.

“Others are sophomore 
guard Isabella Macedo, who 
played varsity last year, and 
six-foot post player Cielo 

Maldonado, others helping this 
season are sophomore Solexy 
Calderon, juniors Yarnissa 
Campbell, Azariah Jackson and 
Alyia Lee.” 

Witkowski added: “We are 
still a young team overall, but 
my goal is to take care of game 
one, etc. If we take care of our-
self the wins will take care of 
themselves. We are a balanced 
team, from perimeter to mid 
range to post, the team comes 
to work every day at practice.  
When I first arrived getting the 
effort was first hurdle we had to 
clear, now they bring the effort 
to practice and games.”

He said the team needs to 

work on “not turning the ball 
over, and making good choices 
on who and when to make 
passes. I like little more depth 
from our reserves so as they de-
velop we will grow as a team.”

The top 3 teams are in the 
conference are “Centerville, 
Cassopolis and White Pigeon,” 
Witowski said. “Our goal is 
to make the next jump in the 
conference as two years ago 
were at the bottom, last year in 
the middle.”

On Monday, it was Bangor 
38, Eau Claire 18

Lexi Wisniewski had 9 
points. Madison Lenox had 7 
points and Cielo Maldonado 6 

points.
“Vikings open the season 

with a win,” Witkowsk said. 
“All 14 players played quality 
minutes tonight with five play-
ers getting their first varsity 
experience. Especially proud 
of senior Breana Wines who 
played her first high school 
and scored and did a great job 
rebounding 

Next game is Wednesday 
home vs. Coldwater,

Bangor girls eye winning record

Assists
Kaelin Tate: 14 pts, 7 Reb, 3 

Steals, 4 Assists
Coach Aaron Beery: “The 

Red Wolves started the season 
with the same defensive perfor-
mance we are accustomed to. 
They limited the Trojans to just 
29 points through the first 28 
minutes of the game, before the 

starters exited the game.
Truman Brennan paced the 

Red Wolves in scoring and 
Kaelin Tate stuffed the stat 
sheet with his all around play. 
It was a total team effort as all 
players got into the game. The 
Red Wolves shot 64% from 
2s and only 17% from 3, so 
there is room for growth in this 

season.”
The Red Wolves will be 

back in action on Tuesday as 
they head up to Hudsonville to 
play Unity Christian.

Mattawan wins 53-50 over 
Lakeshore Friday

“A tough first half shooting 
and foul trouble sees us fall 

behind by double digits,” coach 
Joshua Brown said. “Enter Ju-
nior Ryan Willis off the bench. 
Ryan hit a big 3 at the buzzer 
at the end of the third to cut the 
lead to 8 for Lakeshore and we 
roared with a 19-8 fourth quar-
ter to come from behind to beat 
Lakeshore to stay undefeated.

“Ryan led us with 16 pts. 

Lucas Koning hit his only 
basket in the clutch with a 
minute left and Liam Walsh 
knocked down his only 3 to 
ice the game. Everett Wherley 
knocked down 2 free throws 
and we iced a well fought 
game.”

Paw Paw boys beat Sturgis, Mattawan wins

Pittsley had 22 points, Aiden 
Byers 13 points, Chayse Cibor-
ski 9, Patrick Robinson 7 and 
Zach Danes 6.

Bloomingdale overcame an 
early deficit to snap a long skid, 
defeating Centreville 59–43 for 
their first win over the Bulldogs 
since 2019. The Cardinals 

trailed 19–20 at halftime but 
came out of the locker room 
with renewed energy, turning 
the game around in the second 
half.

Javon Pittsley led the way 
with 22 points, attacking the 
basket and setting the tone for 
the comeback. Aiden Byers 

added 13 points, providing 
steady scoring and keeping 
Bloomingdale within striking 
distance. In the fourth quarter, 
Chase Ciborski erupted for 9 
points, all scored in the final 
period, helping the Cardinals 
seal the win. 

Patrick Robinson contrib-

uted seven points and pulled 
down double-digit rebounds, 
and Zach Danes added six 
points.

“Bloomingdale’s defense 
made the difference in the 
second half, forcing turnovers, 
controlling the glass, and 
limiting Centreville’s sec-

Bloomingdale boys beat Centreville
ond-chance opportunities. The 
Cardinals’ late surge turned a 
one-point halftime deficit into 
a 16-point victory, ending a six-
year drought against a tough 
conference rival,” Parsley said

Bloomingdale goes to 2-0 
(1-0 in the SW 10 conference). 

was happy with his boys 
basketball performance on 
Dec 5.

The team won 50-39 over 
Decatur

Lawrence delivered an 
impressive defensive perfor-
mance on Friday, limiting 
Decatur to just 39 points 
and controlling the game on 

that end of the floor from 
start to finish. Despite some 
early offensive struggles, 
the Tigers regrouped after 
halftime and found a spark 

Lawrence basketball team wins
in the third quarter. Alex 
Gardner and Xavier Glover 
powered the turnaround, 
scoring 17 and 16 points 
respectively. 

Lawrence is at Bangor 
Tuesday Dec. 9 and at Cen-
treville Friday Dec. 12.

Lawrence’s overall re-
cord is 2-0; Conference 1-0.

weekend en route to winning 
the Griffs HS Hockey Tour-
nament at Griff's Icehouse in 
Grand Rapids..

On Friday night, Lucas Smi-
lanich logged the Wildcats first 
goal and Brennan Wallenstein 

had 2 goals in a 7-5 win against 
Utica Fraser. (G) Maverick 
VanHeukelom got the win in 
net.

In the Championship against 
Portage, the Wildcats dom-
inated the Muskies in a 6-2 

win. The line of George Nulty, 
Devin Purcell, and Griffin 
Davis was exceptional, with 
11 points from 4 goals and 7 
assists. Marcel Stork scored a 
breakaway shorthanded goal 
and Gavin Wiech stopped 45 

shots enroute to netting the 
Muskies.

The Wildcats are captained 
this year by Royce Teall (C), 
Marcel Stork (A), and Ben 
Edington (A). 

The team has jumped out 

to an 11-0 start this season 
using balanced scoring across 
multiple lines, major offensive 
contributions from the defense 
and solid goaltending.

Mattawan hockey wins tournament, is 11-0

Stat leaders—Dominic 
Redaway led the team with 
6 Takedowns and 3 pins. 
Danny Timms, Devin Door-
lag, and Brody Marshall 
each had one Technical Fall.

“Due to illness, Gobles 
only sent 8 to the Grover 
Invitational,” coach Erin 
Carlin said. “Six of those

eight made it to the finals, 
and one made it to the con-

solation finals
“Danny Timms and 

Devin Doorlag earned
gold. Hunter Piper, Bryce 

Doorlag, Finn Carlin, and 
Colton Colingsworth earned 

Silver.
“Danny Timms was dom-

inant throughout the tourna-
ment with five takedowns, 
one Pin and one Tech Fall,” 
Carlin said.

Gobles has 2 SAC Duals 
against Parchment and 
Galesburg on Dec. 10 at 
Parchment. Conference and 
overall record is 1-1.

Gobles wrestlers place second

Mattawan ski team set for huge season
By John Raffel
Correspondent

MATTAWAN —Mattawan 
High School ski coach Jennifer 
Roethlisberger likes her team’s 
prospects in theSouthwest 
Michigan Ski Conference

Please answer extensively
“Our boys team was league 

champions for the 4th year in a 
row,” she said. “The girls were 
also champions for the second 
year in a row. We had three ath-

letes, Canyon Keller, Addison 
Bell and Anna Hoogerheide, 
qualify for the state meet. Anna 
Hoogerheidge took 3rd in Giant 
Slalom.

“Canyon Keller and Nolan 
Mayo were big contributors to 
the mens side. Delaney Riddle 
is going to be hard to replace 
with her work ethic and leader-
ship on the girls side.  All three 
were in the top 15 in the league 
for both Slalom and Giant 
Slalom finishers.  Canyon held 

the top spot.”
Key skiers this year, are JT 

Roethlisberger, Addison Bell, 
Anna Hoogerheide, Avery Huff 
and Tessa Brown who will all 
will be leaders on our team.

“They should be finishing in 
the top of our league. We also 
have an exchange student Julie 
Navritrolova that is expected to 
be a huge contributor as well. 
Mason Allen and Noah Bentz 
are our other returning varsity 
players on the boys side,” 

Roethlisberger said.
“We expect the girls to have 

another very good season. 
We have top returners and 
add in some experience from 
exchange students  this girls 
team will be tough to beat.  Our 
boys team will struggle this 
year. One of our top athletes, 
Nico Guyman, had an ACL 
injury during track season and 
is unable to compete this year. 
This is a big loss for us. We are 
hoping to qualify the girls team 

for the state meet as well as 
some individual boys.”

Roethlisberger added: 
“We have an amazing team 
that works together. We have 
leaders on the team that really 
watch out and help those that 
are new this year or new to 
the sport. Being confident 
agressive skiers is what we are 
always working on.”

As for the conference, 
“Our girls team should win 
the league,” Roethlisberger 

said. “Of our returners, five of 
them were in the top 15 overall 
last year. Our boys team will 
struggle this year. Kalamazoo 
United and Vicksburg Hackett 
have very strong teams with a 
lot of depth.  We do not have 
the same depth this year that 
we have had the last 4 years.

“We are really looking for-
ward to this season. The boys 
are rebuilding but we have the 
hope of surprising people.”  
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From us to you...
“May your presents be many, 

and 
your troubles be few...”

pop on over to shop & save at

‘til 12/31/2025...
Buy Up to $750, Save 25%

$751-2,500, Save 30%

$2,501-4,000, Save 35%

$4,001 + Save $40%

Instore @ 3940 W. Centre Ave, Portage MI

and 

online @ UniQJewelry.com
*in-stock merchandise, excluding already sale priced items

 just   for   you . . .

UniQ Jewelry Gallery 

Bronson South Haven Hospital awards 
scholarships to three

Performance Series presents Vox GR Choral Ensemble in concert

SOUTH HAVEN – A 
holiday music tradition con-
tinues Sunday, December 
21, when the South Haven 
Performance Series presents 
Vox GR, the premier pro-
fessional choral ensemble in 
West Michigan. 

Since its founding in 

2010 the Performance Se-
ries has concluded its season 
by celebrating the holidays 
with a concert free of charge 
to the public. Donations 
toward the 2026 Series are 
accepted.

The 4 p.m. concert will 
be presented at Peace Lu-

theran Church, 06321 Blue 
Star Memorial Hwy, South 
Haven, MI 49090.

Vox GR, led by Artistic 
Director Dr. Christopher 
Mason, was formed in 2022 
and all the ensemble's mem-
bers are professional singers 
who reside in Michigan.  

Vox GR performs a wide 
repertoire of choral music 
stretching across all eras 
from composers of diverse 
backgrounds.

The concert program 
theme is Northern Lights: 
Journey to the North with 
Vox GR it will be centered 

around tunes that celebrate 
nature, the winter season, 
and Christmas. Ranging 
from traditional carols and 
African American Spiritu-
al, to pieces sung in Latin, 
German and Tagalong, the 
concert culminates in a 
celebration of the northern 
lights as recalled in Latvian 
folk song and the journals of 
arctic explorers.

Vox GR has the mission 
of enriching West Michigan 
through compelling perfor-
mances, community music 
making, and educational 
engagement for diverse 
populations.  They seek to 
transform their audience 
with high-caliber choral 
music that moves the heart, 
engages the intellect, and 
honors our diversity.

Vox GR was named the 
2024 American Prize second 
place winner in the Profes-
sional Choir Division. The 
American Prize program 
rewards the best recorded 
performances by individual 
artists and ensembles in the 
United States at the profes-
sional, community/amateur, 
college, university, church 
and school levels.

Christopher Mason is Di-
rector of Choral Activities at 
the University of Minnesota 
Duluth where he directs the 

flagship University Sing-
ers and teaches secondary 
choral methods, conducting, 
and ear training.

“We’re delighted to share 
wonder, mystery, and joy 
as expressed in the intimate 
expressions of the human 
voice,” said Mason.  “We 
believe in the power of 
music, presented in this inti-
mate way, to affect listeners 
deeply.  In a world where 
busyness is pervasive, we 
hope this experience moves 
your hearts, engages your 
minds, and reunites you 
with your own inner still-
ness and eternal beauty.”

The South Haven Perfor-
mance Series is an all-vol-
unteer community-based 
organization committed to 
providing a rich mixture 
of musical arts for area 
residents and visitors.  Most 
concerts are held during the 
summer months with the 
additional holiday concert.

Performances are provid-
ed thanks to the generous 
support of the South Haven 
Community Foundation, 
corporate sponsors, and in-
dividual donors.  Vox GR is 
supported by The Michigan 
Arts and Culture Council 
and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

By James Windell

It was recently an-
nounced that 12 employees 
at Bronson South Haven 
Hospital were awarded a 
total of $15,000 in schol-
arships to advance their 
healthcare careers.

For Brandy Kelley, a 
medical assistant in the 
Orthopedics Department, 
winning a scholarship 
allowed her to graduate with 
an Associates Degree in 
Business from DeVry Uni-
versity without a large debt 
hanging over her head.

And for Brooklyn 
Blodgett, being awarded 
a scholarship helped her 
relieve some of the financial 
burden of paying for tuition 
at Baker College. “I have 
a passion for learning,” 
Blodgett said in a recent 
interview, “and this money 
allowed me to continue my 
education.” Blodgett works 
for Bronson Healthcare 
Group supporting patient 
safety and quality.

Both Kelley and Blodgett 
are long-term employees 
of the Bronson health-
care system. As a medical 
assistant, Kelley supports 
physicians and nurses by 
performing both administra-
tive and clinical tasks such 
as patient intake, vital signs, 
scheduling, and assisting 
with procedures. Blodgett, 
who works for Bronson 
Healthcare Group, is an 
administrator who supports 

patient safety and quality in 
Van Buren County.

Kelley and Blodgett each 
received scholarships of just 
over $2,000. By graduating 
from DeVry University, 
Kelley will be able to con-
tinue pursing her long-term 
goal. “My end goal is to 
become a Practice Manager 
in the future,” Kelley said. A 
Practice Manager oversees 
the daily operations of 
medical clinics, ensuring 
smooth patient care, effi-
cient staff management, and 
compliance with healthcare 
standards.

Blodgett says she is 
satisfied with her current 
position. However, she 
indicates that the scholar-
ship was important for her 
to continue her education. 
“I’ve always had a passion 
for learning and a passion 
for Bronson, as well as a 
constant desire to improve 
myself,” she says. “Not only 
to better myself but also bet-
ter my future for my family 

and the scholarship was a 
great contribution to that.”

The scholarships were 
made possible thanks to the 
South Haven Health System 
Legacy Donor Advised 
Fund, established in 2021 
through Bronson Health 
Foundation. The mission of 
the scholarship is to provide 
financial assistance to Bron-
son South Haven Hospital 
employees, particularly 
lower income employees, 
who are seeking to advance 
their career at Bronson.

Blodgett and Kelley are 
very appreciative of being 
awarded the scholarships. 
Blodgett said that working 
at Bronson has been a great 
experience. “Throughout 
the years, I’ve been able to 
gain a great deal of experi-
ence by working in different 
departments and different 
facilities while learning 
various aspects of patient 
care.”

Kelley said she, too, was 
thankful that Bronson gave 

her so many opportunities. 
“I didn’t go to college right 
after high school,” she says. 
“I started later after I had 
my family and I am just so 
very thankful that Bronson 
gave me the opportunity to 
be in the position that I’m in 
today.”

Brandy Kelley Brooklyn Blodgett

$0.01 PREROLL
OR SINGLE DOSE
EDIBLE WITH ANY

PURCHASE

December DealsDecember Deals
We Deliver W/in 15 MileWe Deliver W/in 15 Mile

Radius!

BUY 2 GET 1
INFUSED

PREROLLS AND
INFUSED

PREROLL PACKS

FROSTED FARMS
EIGHTHS

2/$35

HARBOR FARMZ
FULL FLOWER

PRE-ROLLS

3/$14

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL DEALS AT ROYALWEEDMI.COM

(269)415-0675. 42800 W RED ARROW HWY PAW PAW, MI 49079

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL DEALS AT ROYALWEEDMI.COM

(269)415-0675. 42800 W RED ARROW HWY PAW PAW, MI 49079

HARBOR FARMZ

AMERICAN FLO BLASTING

Mold & Lead Remediation 

Soda Blast Auto Sheet Metal & Parts

Asbestos Remediation | Smoke & Fire Restoration

Graffiti Removal | Architectural, Industrial & Commercial

269-207-2514

David H. Hamilton, Owner | Licensed & Insured
Office: 269-746-4993 | Email: americanfloblasting1@gmail.com

2449 South 40th Street, Climax, MI 49034
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56556 Main Street408 Hazen Street
Paw Paw • 657-3141

DIRECTORY OF CHURCH 

SERVICES IS PROVIDED 

BY THE FOLLOWING 

SPONSORS

THE CLOTHES BASKET

314 Paw Paw Street
Paw Paw • 657-6441

56556 Main Street

56556 Main Street

HIEMSTRA

OPTICAL CO.
Michael Houser & staf f

133 E. Michigan Avenue

Paw Paw • 657-4511

56556 Main Street

Michigan’s Oldest & Largest Winery

716 S. Kalamazoo Street
Paw Paw • 657-5568

56556 Main Street

Insurance Agency, INC.

130 N. Main Street

Lawton • 624-4411

SMIA
ADAMS

FUNERAL HOME
Serving the Community Since 1948

504 W. Michigan Avenue
Paw Paw • 657-6347

56556 Main Street

CAMPBELL MURCH

CEMETERY
MEMORIALS, INC.

56556 Main Street
Mattawan • 668-3350

56556 Main Street

AreA ChurCh ServiCeS 

ALMENA UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH
27503 CR 375

Pastor Dan Phillips
668-2811 • www.al-

menaumc.com
SUNDAY

Worship - 11 a.m.
(Childcare Provided)
FRIDAY: AA- 8 p.m.

• • • •
COVEY HILL BAPTIST 

CHURCH
33566 28th Avenue

(corner of 28th & M-40)
269-628-2139 • www.

coveyhill.org
Pastor Daniel Wilson

SUNDAY
Worship @10:45am 
Nursery & Children’s 

Church provided 
Messages available on 

YouTube
• • • •

FAITH OF THE APOSTLES 
CURCH

34580 M-40 Highway
Elder David Harn
1 (269) 512-4586

SUNDAY
Christian Education - 10 

a.m.
Wroship Service - 11:30 

a.m.
WEDNESDAY • Bible Study 

- 7 p.m.
• • • •

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
32464 Red Arrow

Pastor Horace M. “Buddy” 
Turner... 657-2090

SUNDAY
Worship - 11 a.m.

on Facebook:
www.Facebook.com/buddy-
turner2 or search: “Buddy 

Turner”
• • • •

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

120 Pine St, Paw Paw
Worship: 11am Sundays
in person or online at -

www.pawpawpres.com or
www.youtube.com/@1st-

prespawpaw
• • • •

NEW HOPE FAMILY
201 W. Michigan Avenue

 Pastor Mark Roberts
www.newhopefellowship.

org
SUNDAY

Morning Worship - 10 a.m.
• • • •

PAW PAW SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CURCH

60409 South M-40
Pastor Sean Reed

Lawn Services - 10 a.m. & 
11 a.m.

www.pawpaw.church
Oline worship services on 

Facebook & YourTube
• • • •

PAW PAW UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH

420 W. Michigan Ave., Paw 
Paw, MI  49079
269-657-7727

Pastor Dan Phillips
Sunday Service at 9:30 am

• • • •
RED ARROW MINISTRIES
31133 Red Arrow Highway

Rev. G. Ben Bowater, IV 
Founding Pastor

SUNDAY Worship - 9:30 
a.m. & 11 a.m.

www.redarrowministries.
org for live stream worship

• • • •
ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
412 Cedar Street

Handicap Accessible
657-3762 • www.stmark-

pawpaw.com
e-mail: stmarkspawpaw@

gmail.com
Mailing Address:

P.O.Box 307, Paw Paw, MI 
49079

SUNDAY Worship 9:30 
a.m.
• • • •

ST. MARY’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
500 Paw Paw Street

Fr. Dave Pinto
657-4459

SATURDAY Vigil - 4:00 
p.m.

SUNDAY MASSES - 9AM 
& 11AM

Holy days & Daily Masses 
Consult Bulletin

• • • •
TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & SCHOOL

721 Pine Street
Pastor Phillip Phifer
Church: 657-4840

School: 657-5921
Sunday Services 9 a.m. 

& 11 a.m.
• • • •

TRUTH CHURCH
32560 56th Ave. • 657-

5042
www.truthchurchpaw-

paw.com
Pastor Steven Green

SUNDAY
School - 10 a.m.

Evening Service - 6 p.m.
THURSDAY Bible Study - 7 

p.m.
• • • •

IGLESIA DEL ESPÍRITU 
SANTO/ CHURCH OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT 
30037 E Red Arrow Hwy., 

Bilingual 
Pastors Maggie and Jay 

Salas
Domingo/Sunday: 

Adoración | Worship- 10 
a.m.

Jueves/Thursday: Oracion/ 
Estudió Bíblico | Prayer/

Bible Study- 7 p.m.
(269) 377-6514
 (269) 993-6727

PAW PAW

LAWRENCE

MATTAWAN

GOBLES

LAWTON

MARCELLUS

Calvary Community Church
7829 S. 5th St

Pastor Gregory VanHeukelom 
375-6240 • www.calvaryre-

formed.org
Website: https://www.calva-

ry-community.church/
Worship still 10 am Sunday 

with live Facebook 
Jody’s Closet, a free clothing 

ministry is open Mon/Tue 
10am-12 and Thur 6-7:30pm
And the 1st Saturday of the 

month 8:30-10am.• • • •

FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
56070 Murray Street

Pastor Chuck Rawsthorne
SUNDAY

School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
(In person and on Facebook)

• • • •
MATTAWAN COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
23680 Front Ave.

668-3263 • www.mattawancc.
com

mattawancommunitychurch@

gmail.com
Pastor Eric Baird

SUNDAYS AT 10:25 A.M
• • • •

ST. JOHN BOSCO CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

23830 Front Ave.
Rev. John Tran

668-3312 • www.stjbparish.
com

Sunday Mass times to 8:00 
AM & 11:30 AM Saturday Vigil 

4:00PM

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Corner of Exchange &  
James Street • 674-8381

Pastor Doug Tipken 
SUNDAY Worship - 11 a.m.
lawrencemethodist-church.

org 
for information of online 

videos

NORTHPOINT MINISTRIES 
OF GOBLES

04077 M40 • 269-628-9199
northpointgobles@gmail.

com
Pastors: Gary Lounsberry & 

John Losen Jr.
Sunday: 11am - Morning 

Worship
Monday: 7 pm - REFRESH 

Bible Study
Wednesday:  7pm - Prayer 

Meeting

DAILY HARVEST MINISTRIES
117 S.Franklin Street
Pastor Jack Shanley

SUNDAY Worship - 10:30 a.m. 
& 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY Bible Study - 6 
p.m.
• • • •

IGLESIA PENTECOSTES
Eel Movimiento misionero 

Mundial, Inc.
Bilingual

117 S. Franklin Street
Pastors Arturo & Lourdez 

Hernandez
(616) 656-0137

SERVICES

Domingo - 9:30 a.m.
Martes y Jueves - 7:30 p.m.

Local: (269) 655-8071
• • • •

LAWTON EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH

425 S. Nursery Street, Lawton 
• 624-1524

Call if you need help in some 
way

www.lawtonevan.com
SUNDAY Worship Services - 

10 a.m.
We offer Nursery and Chil-

dren’s Church
• • • •

NEW COMMUNITY CHURCH

502 N. Main Street, Lawton, 
MI 49065

Pastor Adam Potgiesser
Sunday Worship 10am

www.nc2online.com • face-
book.com/nc2online

(269) 299-2003
• • • •

ST. PAUL’S UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH

624-1050
Pastor Ashlei Horn

SUNDAY Worship - 10:00 a.m.
www.stpoulsumclawton.com 

or on Facebook
www.Facebook.com/Lawton-

St-Pauls-UMC

ST. MARGARET MARY CATH-
OLIC CHURCH

296 E. Dibble St.
Rev. John Tran.

668-3312
SUNDAY - 9:45AM

• • • •

HARMONY CHAPEL
88067 C.R. 652 (In the SW 

corner of Porter Twp.)
Rev. Ron Packer
269-548-7348

Please join us as we continue 
to Worship in the Country 

Since 1894
SUNDAY Service - 12:30 p.m.
For mor information or direc-

tions call:
Neal Ferguson: 269-624-6837 

or
Ann Nesbitt: 269-624-6781

DECATUR
DECATUR BIBLE CHURCH

80797 M-51, Decatur • (269) 
423-5111

Pastor Steven Pace
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 
p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & 

Prayer 5:00 p.m.
facebook.com/DecaturBi-
bleChurch • http://www.

decaturbible.org
• • • •

Decatur New Hope Communi-
ty Church

319 ½  West Delaware Street

Pastor Ross Tarantino 
SUNDAY • Worship Ser-

vice-10:00 a.m.
         TUESDAY • Bible 

Study-1:00 p.m.
269-423-8136

info@decaturnewhopecommu-
nity.net

Charlene Marie Tread-
way, 74, of Lawton, 
passed away following a 
short illness on Thursday, 
Nov. 27, 2025, at Bron-
son Methodist Hospital, 
Kalamazoo. She was born 
June 20, 1951, in Paw 
Paw, Mich., the daughter 
of Merritt Raymond Sr. 
and Betty (Moon) Ray-
mond.

Charlene was a hard 
worker and worked at 
Duo-Tang and Welch's 
for many years. Later, she 
worked at Big T, Lawton, 
and became a caretak-
er for the elderly. She 
enjoyed gardening and 
taking care of her flowers. 
Most of all, Charlene was 
a talented cook, and ev-
eryone enjoyed her food! 
She had many recipes that 
she made that had been 
passed down throughout 
her family. Charlene will 
be deeply missed.

She is survived by 
her son, Aaron (Lisa) 

Treadway; grandchildren, 
Zackary Moon, Devin 
Black, Jacob Black and 
Harley Teague; brothers, 
Jim (Shirley) Raymond, 
Larry (Cindy) Raymond 
and David (Nicole Smoot) 
Raymond; sisters, Cathy 
(Raymond) Piecyk and 
Betty Padgett; brother-in-
law, Ken Butler, and many 
nieces and nephews.

Charlene was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
significant other, David 
"Skip" Schippers; sisters, 
Cheryl Butler and Sherry 
Raymond, and brother, 
Merritt "Sam" Raymond, 
Jr.

Cremation will take 
place. A celebration of 
Charlene's life will take 
place at Big T, 155 N. 
Main St., Lawton, on 
Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2026, at 
3 p.m. 

Share a memory or sign 
the online guestbook at 
adamspawpaw.com

Robert John “Tink” 
Timkovich, Sr., 81, of 
Kalamazoo, passed away 
on Wednesday, Nov.  26, 
2025, at Bronson Method-
ist Hospital, Kalamazoo, 
after a courageous battle 
with prostate and pancre-
atic cancer. He was born 
in Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia, on April 29, 1944, 
the son of the late John 
and Mary (Dillenbeck) 
Timkovich.

Robert was a gradu-
ate of Loy Norrix High 
School, where he excelled 
in wrestling. He retired 
from Kalamazoo Coun-
ty Juvenile Home after 
20-plus years. Robert 
loved fishing at his home 
on Huzzy Lake, wood-
working, building dune 
buggies, and hunting at 
his farm in Lawrence. He 
loved to plant gardens of 
vegetables and share with 
his family and friends.

On April 19, 1968, 

he married Mary Lou 
Webb who survives him, 
and they spent 57 years 
together.

In addition to his wife, 
Mary Lou, he is also sur-
vived by his son, Robert 
John "Bobber" Timkov-
ich, Jr.; one sister, Rose 
(Randy) Brondyke of 
Holland; brother-in-law, 
James Oros of Kalam-
azoo; many nieces and 
nephews; special friend, 
Courtney Gass, and many 
more friends who were 
like family, there are too 
many to mention, but you 
know who you are.

Cremation will take 
place. In accordance with 
Robert's wishes, there will 
be no public services at 
this time.

Memorial contributions 
may be directed to West 
Michigan Cancer Center. 

Share a memory or sign 
the online guestbook at: 
adamspawpaw.com

Edmund Edward Uminn, 
82, of Paw Paw, passed 
away Saturday, Nov. 29, 
2025, at Beacon Hospital, 
Kalamazoo. He was born 
Feb. 10, 1943, in Gobles, 
Mich., one of 15 children 
to Walter Stanley Uminn 
and Henrietta (Laning) 
Uminn.

Ed was a very proud 
veteran of the United States 
Air Force. He bravely 
served his country from 
1961-1967.

He was the owner of Ka-
lamazoo Fence Company. 
He also was a beekeeper 
and enjoyed canning honey 
for his family, friends and 
neighbors. He was an avid 
gardener and grew count-
less different fruits, vege-
tables and herbs to share 
with others. Ed could often 
be found frequenting the 
local restaurants, seeking 
out a good meal.

He was a jokester and 
wise guy. He was always 

teasing people to try and 
make them laugh and was 
always successful at it! 
Where others saw rust, 
dust, and worn-out items, 
Ed saw possibility. Wheth-
er it was tools, equipment, 
trucks or other objects, he 
saw the potential and al-
ways tried to restore them 
and give them a second 
chance to shine.

He is survived by 
his wife, Gail (Masten) 
Uminn; biological daugh-
ter, Theresa (Uminn) Hoyt; 
daughter, Leslie (Craig) 
Owens; grandchildren, 
Tommy, Ally, Cody, Carli 
and Cory, along with many 
nieces and nephews.

Edmund was preceded 
in death by his parents and 
son, Stephen Rabb.

Ed will be laid to rest 
privately in Almena Cem-
etery. 

Share a memory or sign 
the online guestbook at 
adamspawpaw.com

Charlene Marie Treadway Robert John “Tink” Timkovich Sr. Edmund Edward Uminn

www.menaumc.com
www.coveyhill.org
www.facebook.com/buddy
www.pawpawpres.com
www.adamspawpaw.com
www.adamspawpaw.com
www.pawpaw.church
www.pawpaw.com
www.gmail.com
www.paw.com
www.formed.org
www.ry-community.church
www.facebook.com/decaturbi
www.decaturbible.org
www.lawtonevan.com
www.adamspawpaw.com
www.nity.net
www.nc2online.com
www.book.com/nc2online
www.stpoulsumclawton.com
www.facebook.com/lawton
www.gmail.com
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County: Van Buren; 
Mtgr: Nancy E Reinhardt; 
Atty: Randall S. Miller & 
Associates, P.C. - Randall 
S. Miller & Associates, P.C.; 
1st Pub: 12/11/2025; Atty 
File #: 14MI00682-5; Insurer: 
(unknown)
FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
Attention homeowner: If you 
are a military service member 
on active duty, if your period 
of active duty has concluded 
less than 90 days ago, or if you 
have been ordered to active 
duty, please contact the attor-
ney for the party foreclosing 
the mortgage at the telephone 
number stated in this notice. 
Notice of foreclosure by adver-
tisement. Notice is given under 
section 3212 of the revised 
judicature act of 1961, 1961 
PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that 
the following mortgage will be 
foreclosed by a sale of the 
mortgaged premises, or some 
part of them, at a public auc-
tion sale to the highest bidder 
for cash or cashier's check at 
the place of holding the circuit 
court in Van Buren County, 
starting promptly at 01:00 PM, 
January 8, 2026. The amount 
due on the mortgage may be 
greater on the day of the sale. 
Placing the highest bid at the 
sale does not automatically 
entitle the purchaser to free 
and clear ownership of the 
property. A potential purchaser 
is encouraged to contact the 
county register of deeds office 
or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge a 
fee for this information. Default 
has been made in the con-
ditions of a certain mortgage 
made by Nancy E. Reinhardt, 
single to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Countrywide Home 
Loans, Inc., its successors 
and assigns, Mortgagee, 
dated October 26, 2006, and 
recorded on November 7, 
2006, in Liber 1472, Page 
464, Van Buren County 
Records, said mortgage was 
assigned to The Bank of New 
York Mellon FKA The Bank 
of New York, as Trustee for 
the Certificateholders of the 
CWABS, Inc., Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 2006-22 
by an Assignment of Mortgage 
dated May 04, 2012 and 
recorded May 14, 2012 in Liber 
1567, Page 462, on which 
mortgage there is claimed 
to be due at the date here-
of the sum of One Hundred 
Forty-Nine Thousand Eight 
Hundred Sixty-Two and 53/100 
($149,862.53) including inter-
est at the rate of 3.00000% 
per annum. Said premises are 
situated in the Township of 
Almena, Van Buren County, 
Michigan, and are described 
as: Beginning on the North 
line of Section 36, Town 2 
South, Range 13 West at a 
point 430.00 feet South 88 
degrees 45 minutes 57 sec-
onds West of the Northeast 
corner of the Section; thence 
South 88 degrees 45 min-
utes 57 seconds West on the 
Section line, 153 feet; thence 
South 01 degrees 10 minutes 
20 seconds East parallel with 
the East Section line, 462.00 
feet; thence North 88 degrees 
45 minutes 57 seconds East 
153.00 feet; thence North 01 
degrees 10 minutes 20 sec-
onds West 462.00 feet to the 
place of beginning. Commonly 
known as: 22185 44TH AVE, 
MATTAWAN, MI 49071 If the 
property is eventually sold at 
foreclosure sale, the redemp-
tion period will be 6.00 months 
from the date of sale unless 
the property is abandoned or 
used for agricultural purposes. 
If the property is determined 
abandoned in accordance 
with MCL 600.3241 and/or 
600.3241a, the redemption 
period will be 30 days from 
the date of sale, or 15 days 
after statutory notice, which-
ever is later. If the property 
is presumed to be used for 
agricultural purposes prior to 
the date of the foreclosure sale 
pursuant to MCL 600.3240, the 
redemption period is 1 year. 
Pursuant to MCL 600.3278, if 
the property is sold at a fore-
closure sale, the borrower(s) 
will be held responsible to the 
person who buys the property 
at the mortgage foreclosure 
sale or to the mortgage hold-
er for damaging the property 
during the redemption period. 
TO ALL PURCHASERS: The 
foreclosing mortgagee can 
rescind the sale. In that event, 
your damages are, if any, 
limited solely to the return 
of the bid amount tendered 
at sale, plus interest. Dated: 
December 11, 2025 Randall 
S. Miller & Associates, P.C. 
Attorneys for The Bank of New 
York Mellon FKA The Bank 
of New York, as Trustee for 
the Certificateholders of the 
CWABS, Inc., Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 2006-22 
43252 Woodward Avenue, 
Suite 180, Bloomfield Hills, MI 
48302, (248) 335-9200 Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Case No. 
14MI00682-5

(12-11)(01-01)
--------------------------------- 
County: Van Buren; Mtgr: 
Terry M. Gordnier; Atty: Team 
X; 1st Pub: 12/11/2025; Atty 
File #: 526346F01; Insurer: 
(unkown)
Notice of Foreclosure by 
Advertisement
Notice is given under section 
3212 of the revised judicature 
act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 
600.3212, that the following 
mortgage will be foreclosed by 
a sale of the mortgaged prem-
ises, or some part of them, at a 
public auction sale to the high-
est bidder for cash or cashier's 
check at the place of holding 
the circuit court in Van Buren 
County, starting promptly at 
1:00 PM, on January 8, 2026. 
The amount due on the mort-
gage may be greater on the 
day of sale. Placing the highest 

bid at the sale does not auto-
matically entitle the purchaser 
to free and clear ownership 
of the property. A potential 
purchaser is encouraged to 
contact the county register of 
deeds office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may 
charge a fee for this informa-
tion:
Name(s) of the mortgagor(s): 
Terry M. Gordnier, a single 
man
Original Mortgagee: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
lender and lender's successors 
and/or assigns
Foreclosing Assignee (if any): 
GITSIT Solutions, LLC, not in 
its individual capacity but solely 
in its capacity as Separate 
Trustee of GV Trust 2025-1
Date of Mortgage: December 
31, 2013
Date of Mortgage Recording: 
January 13, 2014
Amount claimed due on date of 
notice: $75,567.57
Description of the mortgaged 
premises: Situated in Township 
of Almena, Van Buren County, 
Michigan, and described as: 
Commencing at the West 
Quarter Post of Section 22 
Town 2 South Range 13 West; 
thence East on the East and 
West quarter line 163 feet; 
thence South 00 degrees 27 
minutes 30 seconds West 209 
feet; thence West 163 feet to 
the West Section line; thence 
North 00 degrees 27 minutes 
30 seconds East on same to 
beginning.
Common street address (if 
any): 27939 38th Ave, Paw 
Paw, MI 49079-9429
The redemption period shall be 
6 months from the date of such 
sale, unless determined aban-
doned in accordance with MCL 
600.3241a; or, if the subject 
real property is used for agri-
cultural purposes as defined by 
MCL 600.3240(16).
If the property is sold at fore-
closure sale under Chapter 
32 of the Revised Judicature 
Act of 1961, pursuant to MCL 
600.3278 the borrower will be 
held responsible to the person 
who buys the property at the 
mortgage foreclosure sale or to 
the mortgage holder for dam-
aging the property during the 
redemption period.
Attention homeowner: If you 
are a military service member 
on active duty, if your period 
of active duty has concluded 
less than 90 days ago, or if you 
have been ordered to active 
duty, please contact the attor-
ney for the party foreclosing 
the mortgage at the telephone 
number stated in this notice.
This notice is from a debt col-
lector.
Date of notice: 
December 11, 2025
Trott Law, P.C.
31440 Northwestern Hwy, 
Suite 145
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 642-2515
1579567

(12-11)(01-01)
-------------------------------------
County: Van Buren; Mtgr: 
James Marble; Atty: 
Johnson, Blumberg, and 
Associates - Johnson, 
Blumberg, and Associates 
; 1st Pub: 12/11/2025; Atty 
File #: MI 25 6843; Insurer: 
(unknown)
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
BY ADVERTISEMENT.
 Notice is given under section 
3212 of the revised judicature 
act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 
600.3212, that the following 
mortgage will be foreclosed 
by a sale of the mortgaged 
premises, or some part of 
them, at a public auction sale 
to the highest bidder for cash 
or cashier’s check at the place 
of holding the circuit court in 
VAN BUREN County, start-
ing promptly at 1:00 PM, on 
January 8, 2026. The amount 
due on the mortgage may be 
greater on the day of the sale. 
Placing the highest bid at the 
sale does not automatically 
entitle the purchaser to free 
and clear ownership of the 
property. A potential purchaser 
is encouraged to contact the 
county register of deeds office 
or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge 
a fee for this information. 
MORTGAGE INFORMATION: 
Default has been made in 
the conditions of a certain 
mortgage made by James 
Marble, a single man, whose 
address is 410 East Paw Paw 
Street, Paw Paw, Michigan 
49079, as original Mortgagors, 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Rocket Mortgage, 
LLC, being a mortgage dated 
February 6, 2024, and record-
ed on February 13, 2024 in 
Liber 1761 Page 885, Van 
Buren County Records, State 
of Michigan and then assigned 
to Rocket Mortgage, LLC 
f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC, 
as assignee as document-
ed by an assignment dated 
November 25, 2025 and 
recorded on November 26, 
2025 in Liber 1786 Page 619, 
Van Buren County Records, 
Michigan, on which mortgage 
there is claimed to be due at 
the date hereof the sum of 
EIGHTY-NINE THOUSAND 
FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEEN 
AND 07/100 DOLLARS 
($89,416.07). Said premises 
are situated in the Village 
of Paw Paw, County of Van 
Buren, State of Michigan, and 
are described as: LOT 6 AND 
THE WEST 20 FEET OF LOT 
7, BLOCK 29, THE VILLAGE 
OF PAW PAW, ACCORDING 
TO THE RECORDED PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED 
IN LIBER E OF DEEDS, 
PAGE 566, VAN BUREN 
COUNTY. Street Address: 
410 East Paw Paw Street, 
Paw Paw, Michigan 49079 
The redemption period shall 
be 6 months from the date of 
such sale, unless the proper-
ty is determined abandoned 

in accordance with MCLA § 
600.3241a in which case the 
redemption period shall be 
30 days from the date of the 
sale. If the property is sold at a 
foreclosure sale under Chapter 
32 of the Revised Judicature 
Act of 1961, pursuant to MCLA 
§ 600.3278, the borrower will 
be held responsible to the 
person who buys the property 
at the mortgage foreclosure 

sale or to the mortgage hold-
er for damaging the property 
during the redemption peri-
od. THIS FIRM IS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION WE 
OBTAIN WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. ATTENTION 
HOMEOWNER: IF YOU 
ARE A MILITARY SERVICE 
MEMBER ON ACTIVE DUTY, 
IF YOUR PERIOD OF ACTIVE 
DUTY HAS CONCLUDED 
LESS THAN 90 DAYS AGO, 
OR IF YOU HAVE BEEN 
ORDERED TO ACTIVE 
DUTY, PLEASE CONTACT 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PARTY FORECLOSING 
THE MORTGAGE AT THE 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 
STATED IN THIS NOTICE. 
Dated: December 11, 2025 
For more information, please 
contact the attorney for the 
party foreclosing: Robert A. 
Blumberg (P87490), Johnson, 
Blumberg, & Associates, LLC, 
30 North LaSalle St., Suite 
3650 Chicago, Illinois, 60602. 
Telephone: (312) 541-9710 File 
No.: MI 25 6843

(12-11)(01-01)
-------------------------------------
County: Van Buren; Mtgr: 
7338 HARDISTY LLC; Atty: 
ROBERTSON ANSCHUT 
SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS - ROBERTSON 
ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID 
CRANE & PARTNERS; 
1st Pub: 12/11/2025; Atty 
File #: 25-303401; Insurer: 
(unknown)
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
SCHNEID, CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC, MAY 
BE DEEMED A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION WE 
OBTAIN WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. PLEASE 
CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT 
13010 Morris Road, Suite 
450, Alpharetta, GA 30004 
ph:470-321-7112 Attention 
homeowner: If you are a mili-
tary service member on active 
duty, if your period of active 
duty has concluded less than 
90 days ago, or if you have 
been ordered to active duty, 
please contact the attorney for 
the party foreclosing the mort-
gage at the telephone number 
stated in this notice. Notice of 
Foreclosure by Advertisement 
Notice is given under section 
3212 of the revised judicature 
act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 
600.3212, that the following 
mortgage will be foreclosed by 
a sale of the mortgaged prem-
ises, or some part of them, at a 
public auction sale to the high-
est bidder for cash or cashier's 
check at the place of holding 
the circuit court in VAN BUREN 
County, starting promptly at 
1:00 PM on January 08, 2026. 
The amount due on the mort-
gage may be greater on the 
day of sale. Placing the highest 
bid at the sale does not auto-
matically entitle the purchaser 
to free and clear ownership 
of the property. A potential 
purchaser is encouraged to 
contact the county register of 
deeds office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may 
charge a fee for this informa-
tion: Name of the mortgagor: 
Adam Wright, as Manager of 
7338 Hardisty LLC. Default has 
been made in the conditions 
of a Mortgage made by 7338 
HARDISTY LLC, to INVESTOR 
MORTGAGE FINANCE LLC, 
original Mortgagee, for a mort-
gage dated June 30, 2022, and 
recorded on July 12, 2022, in 
Liber 1740 Page 708 in the 
Van Buren County Register 
of Deeds. Said mortgage was 
assigned by said Mortgagee 
through mesne assignments to 
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE 
OF THE LB-TIKI SERIES VI 
TRUST, as documented by 
an assignment of mortgage 
dated September 3, 2025, 
and recorded on October 31, 
2025, in Liber 1785 Page 578 
in the VAN BUREN County 
Register of Deeds, on which 
Mortgage there is claimed to 
be due at the date hereof the 
sum of $624,549.83. Under the 
power of sale contained in said 
Mortgage and the statute in 
such case made and provided, 
notice is hereby given that said 
Mortgage will be foreclosed by 
a sale of the mortgaged prem-
ises, or some part of them, 
at public venue, at the place 
of holding the Circuit Court 
within VAN BUREN County, 
Michigan on January 08, 2026 
at 1:00 p.m. Said premises are 
located in the city of GOBLES 
in VAN BUREN County, 
Michigan and are described 
as: SITUATED IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF PINE GROVE, 
COUNTY OF VAN BUREN, 
AND STATE OF MICHIGAN: 
PART OF THE NORTHWEST 
1/4 OF SECTION 14, TOWN 
1 SOUTH, RANGE 13 WEST, 
DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING 
AT THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 
14; THENCE SOUTH 
ALONG THE WEST LINE 
OF SAID SECTION, 660.00 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89 
DEGREES 37 MINUTES 45 
SECONDS EAST, PARALLEL 
WITH THE NORTH LINE OF 
SAID SECTION, 660.00 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH PARALLEL 
WITH THE WEST LINE OF 
SAID SECTION, 660.00 
FEET TO THE NORTH LINE 
OF SECTION 14; THENCE 
NORTH 89 DEGREES 37 
MINUTES 45 SECONDS 
WEST, ALONG SAID NORTH Continues on page B5

•PUBLIC  NOTICE• LINE, 660.00 FEET TO THE 
PLACE OF BEGINNING. 
Property Address: 8221 26TH 
ST. GOBLES MI, 49055 Tax 
ID No. 80-15-014-011-02 The 
redemption period shall be Six 
(6) months from the date of 
such sale, unless determined 
abandoned in accordance with 
MCL 600.3241a, in which case 
the redemption period shall 
be 30 days from the date of 
such sale. If this property is 
sold at foreclosure sale under 
Chapter 32 of the Revised 
Judicature Act of 1961, pur-
suant to MCL 600.3278, the 
borrower will be held respon-
sible to the person who buys 
the property at the Mortgage 
sale or to the Mortgage hold-
er for damaging the prop-
erty during the redemption 
period. U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
AS TRUSTEE OF THE 
LB-TIKI SERIES VI TRUST, 
Mortgagee/Assignee December 
11th, 2025 ROBERTSON, 
ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID, 
CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC 
Attorney for Mortgagee/
Assignee 13010 Morris Road, 
Suite 450 Alpharetta, GA 
30004 Telephone: 470-321-
7112 Facsimile: 404-393-1425 
Service Email: MIFCLTeam@
raslg.com

(12-11)(01-01)
-------------------------------------
County: Van Buren; Mtgr: 
Mary Dykstra; Atty: Team 
X; 1st Pub: 12/4/2025; Atty 
File #: 515603F02; Insurer: 
(unknown)
Notice of Foreclosure by 
Advertisement
Notice is given under section 
3212 of the revised judicature 
act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 
600.3212, that the following 
mortgage will be foreclosed by 
a sale of the mortgaged prem-
ises, or some part of them, at a 
public auction sale to the high-
est bidder for cash or cashier's 
check at the place of holding 
the circuit court in Van Buren 
County, starting promptly at 
1:00 PM, on January 8, 2026. 
The amount due on the mort-
gage may be greater on the 
day of sale. Placing the highest 
bid at the sale does not auto-
matically entitle the purchaser 
to free and clear ownership 
of the property. A potential 
purchaser is encouraged to 
contact the county register of 
deeds office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may 
charge a fee for this informa-
tion:
Name(s) of the mortgagor(s): 
Marvin D. Dykstra, a married 
man and Mary L. Dykstra, a 
married woman husband and 
wife
Original Mortgagee: 
Washington Mortgage 
Company, a Michigan 
Corporation
Foreclosing Assignee (if any): 
HSBC Bank USA, National 
Association as Trustee in Trust 
for Citigroup Mortgage Loan 
Trust Inc., asset backed pass 
through certificates series 
2003-HE3
Date of Mortgage: May 14, 
1999
Date of Mortgage Recording: 
May 20, 1999
Amount claimed due on date of 
notice: $15,037.35
Description of the mortgaged 
premises: Situated in Township 
of Almena, Van Buren County, 
Michigan, and described as: 
Lot 11, Green Acres, according 
to the plat thereof as recorded 
in Liber 7 of Plats, on Page 38 
in Van Buren County Records.
Common street address (if 
any): 39388 Sandyridge Cir, 
Mattawan, MI 49071-9750
The redemption period shall be 
1 year from the date of such 
sale, unless determined aban-
doned in accordance with MCL 
600.3241a.
If the property is sold at fore-
closure sale under Chapter 
32 of the Revised Judicature 
Act of 1961, pursuant to MCL 
600.3278 the borrower will be 
held responsible to the person 
who buys the property at the 
mortgage foreclosure sale or to 
the mortgage holder for dam-
aging the property during the 
redemption period.
Attention homeowner: If you 
are a military service member 
on active duty, if your period 
of active duty has concluded 
less than 90 days ago, or if you 
have been ordered to active 
duty, please contact the attor-
ney for the party foreclosing 
the mortgage at the telephone 
number stated in this notice.
This notice is from a debt col-
lector.
Date of notice: December 4, 
2025
Trott Law, P.C.
31440 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 
145
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 642-2515
1578751

(12-04)(12-25)
-------------------------------------
County: Van Buren; Mtgr: 
Sawyer Stephan Brown; Atty: 
Orlans; 1st Pub: 11/27/2025; 
Atty File #: 25-013829; 
Insurer: GNMA
Attention homeowner: If you 
are a military service member 
on active duty, if your period 
of active duty has concluded 
less than 90 days ago, or if you 
have been ordered to active 
duty, please contact the attor-
ney for the party foreclosing 
the mortgage at the telephone 
number stated in this notice.
Notice of foreclosure by adver-
tisement. Notice is given under 
section 3212 of the revised 
judicature act of 1961, 1961 
PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that 
the following mortgage will be 
foreclosed by a sale of the 
mortgaged premises, or some 
part of them, at a public auc-
tion sale to the highest bidder 
for cash or cashier’s check at 
the place of holding the circuit 
court in Van Buren County, 
starting promptly at 1:00 PM 
on JANUARY 8, 2026. The 
amount due on the mortgage 
may be greater on the day of 
the sale. Placing the highest 
bid at the sale does not auto-

matically entitle the purchaser 
to free and clear ownership 
of the property. A potential 
purchaser is encouraged to 
contact the county register of 
deeds office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may 
charge a fee for this informa-
tion.
Default has been made in 
the conditions of a mortgage 
made by Sawyer Stephan 
Brown, an unmarried man, 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Van Dyk Mortgage 
Corporation., its successors 
and assigns, Mortgagee, dated 
October 8, 2021 and record-
ed October 21, 2021 in Liber 
1727, Page 827 Van Buren 
County Records, Michigan, 
and Affidavit Affecting Realty 
recorded November 21, 2025 
in Liber 1786, Page 457 
Van Buren County Records, 
Michigan. Said mortgage 
is now held by Carrington 
Mortgage Services, LLC, by 
assignment. There is claimed 
to be due at the date here-
of the sum of One Hundred 
Eight Thousand Nine Hundred 
Seventy-Five and 58/100 
Dollars ($108,975.58).
Under the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage and 
the statute in such case made 
and provided, notice is hereby 
given that said mortgage will 
be foreclosed by a sale of the 
mortgaged premises, or some 
part of them, at public venue 
at the place of holding the 
circuit court within Van Buren 
County, Michigan at 1:00 PM 
on JANUARY 8, 2026.
Said premises are located in 
the Village of Bloomingdale, 
Van Buren County Michigan, 
and are described as:
Commencing at the Northeast 
corner of Lot 102 of VILLAGE 
OF BLOOMINGDALE, accord-
ing to the plat thereof, record-
ed in Liber 25 of Deeds on 
Page 10, in the Office for the 
Register of Deeds for Van 
Buren County Records; thence 
South 53 feet; thence West 
66 feet; thence North 53 feet; 
thence East 66 feet to the 
place of beginning.
210 N Van Buren Street, 
Bloomingdale, Michigan 49026
The redemption period shall 
be 6 months from the date of 
such sale, unless determined 
abandoned in accordance with 
MCLA §600.3241a, in which 
case the redemption period 
shall be 30 days from the date 
of such sale.
If the property is sold at fore-
closure sale, pursuant to MCL 
600.3278, the borrower will be 
held responsible to the person 
who buys the property at the 
mortgage foreclosure sale or to 
the mortgage holder for dam-
age to the property during the 
redemption period.
Dated: November 27, 2025
File No. 25-013829
Firm Name: Orlans Law Group 
PLLC
Firm Address: 1650 West Big 
Beaver Road, Troy MI 48084
Firm Phone Number: (248) 
502.1400

(11-27)(12-18)
-------------------------------------
County: Van Buren; Mtgr: 
Chelsea Nichole Selvidge; 
Atty: Schneiderman 
& Sherman, P.C. - 
Schneiderman & Sherman, 
PC; 1st Pub: 11/27/2025; Atty 
File #: 25-003295-1; Insurer: 
(unknown)
SHORT FORECLOSURE 
NOTICE - VAN BUREN 
COUNTY Notice 
of Foreclosure by 
Advertisement. Notice is given 
under section 49c of the State 
Housing Development Authority 
Act of 1966, 1966 PA 346, MCL 
125.1449c, that the following 
mortgage will be foreclosed 
by a sale of the mortgaged 
premises, or some part of 
them, at a public auction sale 
to the highest bidder for cash 
or cashier’s check at the place 
of holding the circuit court 
in Van Buren County, start-
ing promptly at 1:00 PM, on 
January 08, 2026. The amount 
due on the mortgage may be 
greater on the day of the sale. 
Placing the highest bid at the 
sale does not automatically 
entitle the purchaser to free 
and clear ownership of the 
property. A potential purchaser 
is encouraged to contact the 
county register of deeds office 
or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge 
a fee for this information. 
MORTGAGE: Mortgagor(s): 
Chelsea Nichole Selvidge and 
Joshua Allen Beebe, wife and 
husband Original Mortgagee: 
The Huntington National Bank 
Date of mortgage: May 21, 
2024 Recorded on May 31, 
2024, Liber 1766, on Page 
422, Foreclosing Assignee (if 
any): Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority Amount 
claimed to be due at the 
date hereof: One Hundred 
Eighty-Nine Thousand Seven 
Hundred Twenty-Eight and 
28/100 Dollars ($189,728.28) 
Mortgaged premises: Situated 
in Van Buren County, and 
described as: BEGINNING 
ON THE CENTER LINE OF 
MAIN STREET AT A POINT 
297 FEET EASTERLY FROM 
THE INTERSECTION OF 
THE NORTH AND SOUTH 
QUARTER LINE OF SECTION; 
THENCE NORTH 484.4 
FEET; THENCE WEST 40 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH TO 
THE CENTER LINE OF SAID 
STREET; THENCE EASTERLY 
TO BEGINNING, EXCEPT 
MAIN STREET RIGHT-OF-
WAY, ALL BEING IN SECTION 
16 TOWN 3 SOUTH, RANGE 
16 WEST. Commonly known 
as 519 W Main Street, 
Hartford, MI 49057 The 
redemption period will be 6 
month from the date of such 
sale, unless abandoned under 
MCL 125.1449v, in which case 
the redemption period shall 
be 30 days from the date of 
such sale, or 15 days from 
the MCL 125.1449v(b) notice, 
whichever is later; or unless 
extinguished pursuant to MCL 

600.3238. Attention home-
owner: If you are a military 
service member on active 
duty, if your period of active 
duty has concluded less than 
90 days ago, or if you have 
been ordered to active duty, 
please contact the attorney for 
the party foreclosing the mort-
gage at the telephone number 
stated in this notice. Michigan 
State Housing Development 
Authority Mortgagee/Assignee 

Schneiderman & Sherman P.C. 
23938 Research Dr, Suite 300 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335 
248.539.7400
1578606

(11-27)(12-18)
-------------------------------------
County: Van Buren; 
Mtgr: Sandra E. McGwin-
Kelly; Atty: Orlans; 1st 
Pub: 11/27/2025; Atty File 
#: 25-011907; Insurer: 
(unknown)
Attention homeowner: If you 
are a military service member 
on active duty, if your period 
of active duty has concluded 
less than 90 days ago, or if you 
have been ordered to active 
duty, please contact the attor-
ney for the party foreclosing 
the mortgage at the telephone 
number stated in this notice.
Notice of foreclosure by adver-
tisement. Notice is given under 
section 3212 of the revised 
judicature act of 1961, 1961 
PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that 
the following mortgage will be 
foreclosed by a sale of the 
mortgaged premises, or some 
part of them, at a public auc-
tion sale to the highest bidder 
for cash or cashier’s check at 
the place of holding the circuit 
court in Van Buren County, 
starting promptly at 1:00 PM 
on JANUARY 8, 2026. The 
amount due on the mortgage 
may be greater on the day of 
the sale. Placing the highest 
bid at the sale does not auto-
matically entitle the purchaser 
to free and clear ownership 
of the property. A potential 
purchaser is encouraged to 
contact the county register of 
deeds office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may 
charge a fee for this informa-
tion.
Default has been made in the 
conditions of a mortgage made 
by Kevin Jon Kelly and Sandra 
E. McGwin-Kelly, husband 
and wife, to Chemical Bank 
Shoreline, Mortgagee, dated 
June 18, 2001 and recorded 
June 25, 2001 in Liber 1334, 
Page 313 Van Buren County 
Records, Michigan. Said mort-
gage is now held by CSMC 
2021-RPL6 Trust, by assign-
ment. There is claimed to be 
due at the date hereof the sum 
of Seventy-Eight Thousand Six 
Hundred Seventy-Seven and 
95/100 Dollars ($78,677.95).
Under the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage and 
the statute in such case made 
and provided, notice is hereby 
given that said mortgage will 
be foreclosed by a sale of the 
mortgaged premises, or some 
part of them, at public venue 
at the place of holding the 
circuit court within Van Buren 
County, Michigan at 1:00 PM 
on JANUARY 8, 2026.
Said premises are located in 
the Township of Arlington, Van 
Buren County Michigan, and 
are described as:
THE NORTH HALF OF 
THE NORTH HALF OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF 
THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 4, TOWN 2 
SOUTH, RANGE 15 WEST.
26508 52nd St, Bangor, 
Michigan 49013
The redemption period shall 
be 6 months from the date of 
such sale, unless determined 
abandoned in accordance with 
MCLA §600.3241a, in which 
case the redemption period 
shall be 30 days from the date 
of such sale.
If the property is sold at fore-
closure sale, pursuant to MCL 
600.3278, the borrower will be 
held responsible to the person 
who buys the property at the 
mortgage foreclosure sale or to 
the mortgage holder for dam-
age to the property during the 
redemption period.
Dated: November 27, 2025
File No. 25-011907
Firm Name: Orlans Law Group 
PLLC
Firm Address: 1650 West Big 
Beaver Road, Troy MI 48084
Firm Phone Number: (248) 
502.1400

(11-27)(12-18)
-------------------------------------
County: Van Buren; Mtgr: 
Lisa Breur; Atty: BETTER 
CHOICE NOTICE SOLUTIONS 
- BETTER CHOICE NOTICE 
SOLUTIONS; 1st Pub: 
11/27/2025; Atty File #: 
25-29362; Insurer: (unknown)
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE Notice 
of foreclosure by advertise-
ment. Notice is given under 
section 3212 of the revised 
judicature act of 1961, 1961 
PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that 
the following Mortgage will 
be foreclosed by a sale of 
the mortgaged premises, or 
some part of them, at a public 
auction sale to the highest 
bidder for cash or cashier’s 
check at the place of holding 
the circuit court in Van Buren 
County, starting promptly 
at 01:00 PM, on January 8, 
2026. The amount due on the 
Mortgage may be greater on 
the day of the sale. Placing the 
highest bid at the sale does 
not automatically entitle the 
purchaser to free and clear 
ownership of the property. A 
potential purchaser is encour-
aged to contact the county 
register of deeds office or a 
title insurance company, either 
of which may charge a fee for 
this information. Default has 
been made in the conditions 
of a Mortgage made by Lisa 
Breur and Timothy Breur to 
Equity Prime Mortgage LLC 
dated September 22, 2021 and 
recorded September 27, 2021 
in Liber 1726 at Page 491, 

www.rasig.com
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• WANTED •

WE BUY OLD BASEBALL 
CARDS, OTHER SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA AND OLD 

VINTAGE COINS. CAN 
BE REACHED AT 517-

416-1629. WE PAY CASH.

CLARK’S AUTO PARTS, 
INC. is buying cars, trucks 
& all metals for recycling. 
Lawrence, 674-4905 or 

1-800-707-8650.

STANDING TIMBER. 
Top Michigan lumber 
manufacturer seeking 

landowners with 25 or more 
mature hardwood trees to 
sell. Qualityhardwoodsinc.

com • 517-566-8061.

• SERVICES •

TIM’S STUMP GRINDING 
SERVICE-  I believe in 

respectable service. 269-

299-5052, 269-624-6884.

HAULING, CLEANING 
RECYCLING. Moving 
service. Right Quick 

Hauling. Dan Wydick, Dustin 
Wydick, Daniel Wydick, 423-
8545. Serving since 1994.

FIELD PLUMBING & 
HEATING, INC. Services all 
brands of heating & cooling 
equipment in your home or 
business. 24/7 service for 

over 50 years, 269-674-
3839.

BUYING JUNK CARS, 
trucks, scrap metal 

and farm machinery. 
Kalamazoo Metal 

Recyclers, 1525 King 
Highway, Kalamazoo. 269-

381-1315.
 PRO HANDYMAN 

SERVICE  
SOUTH HAVEN AREA Call 

269-903-6397.

• HOUSING •

TWO BEDROOM 
RIVERFRONT 

APARTMENT FOR RENT, 
NEWLY REMODELED, 

$1000 per month plus 
utilities, $1500 deposit. Must 
provide proof of income. No 
pets. 1 year lease. Rental 

references and background 
check required. 269-720-

4856.

MEDICARE 

INSURANCE

RATES 

GOING UP

Call for a quote 
today Janet 
Bontrager 
Insurance 
Advisor 

(269) 998-6977

•CLASSIFIEDS•

•PUBLIC  NOTICE•
Van Buren County, Michigan. 
Said Mortgage is now held by 
Freedom Mortgage Corporation 
by assignment and/or merger. 
There is claimed to be due 
at the date hereof the sum 
of $169,151.31. Said premis-
es are located in Van Buren 
County, Michigan and are 
described as: The land referred 
to in this instrument, situated 
in the Village of Mattawan, 
County of Van Buren, State 
of Michigan, is described as 
follows: Lot 9, Block 3, Original 
Plat of the Village of Mattawan, 
Van Buren County, Michigan, 
according to the recorded plat 
in Liber G of Plats, Page 444, 
Van Buren County Records. 
Parcel ID No(s).: 80-46-010-
033-00 Said property is com-
monly known as 24238 Front 
Ave, Mattawan, MI 49071. 
The redemption period shall 
be 6 months from the date of 
such sale, unless determined 
abandoned in accordance with 
MCLA 600.3241a, in which 
case the redemption period 
shall be 30 days from the date 
of such sale. If the property 
is sold at foreclosure sale, 
pursuant to MCL 600.3278, 
the borrower will be held 
responsible to the person 
who buys the property at the 
mortgage foreclosure sale or 
to the mortgage holder for 
damage to the property during 
the redemption period. TO ALL 
PURCHASERS: The foreclos-
ing mortgagee can rescind the 
sale. In that event, your dam-
ages, if any, are limited solely 
to the return of the bid amount 
tendered at sale, plus interest. 
Please be advised that any 
third party purchaser is respon-
sible for preparing and record-
ing the Sheriff’s Deed. If this is 
a residential Mortgage, the fol-
lowing shall apply: ATTENTION 
HOMEOWNER: If you are a 
military service member on 

active duty, if your period of 
active duty has concluded less 
than 90 days ago, or if you 
have been ordered to active 
duty, please contact the attor-
ney for the party foreclosing 
the Mortgage at the telephone 
number stated in this notice. 
THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR. 
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. IF YOU: ARE 
A DEBTOR IN AN ACTIVE 
BANKRUPTCY CASE; ARE 
UNDER THE PROTECTION 
OF A BANKRUPTCY STAY; 
OR, HAVE RECEIVED 
A DISCHARGE IN 
BANKRUPTCY AND YOU 
HAVE NOT REAFFIRMED THE 
DEBT, THIS NOTICE IS FOR 
INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES 
ONLY AND SHOULD NOT 
BE CONSTRUED AS AN 
ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT FROM YOU 
PERSONALLY. Dated: 
November 20, 2025 Attorney 
for the party foreclosing 
the Mortgage: Thomas E. 
McDonald (P39312) Brock & 
Scott, PLLC 5431 Oleander 
Drive Wilmington, NC 28403 
PHONE: (844) 856-6646 File 
No. 25-29362

(11-27)(12-18)
-------------------------------------
County: Van Buren; 
Mtgr: John F Crawford; 
Atty: Randall S. Miller & 
Associates, P.C. - Randall 
S. Miller & Associates, P.C.; 
1st Pub: 11/20/2025; Atty 
File #: 25MI00779-1; Insurer: 
(unknown)
FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
Attention homeowner: If you 
are a military service member 
on active duty, if your period of 
active duty has concluded less 
than 90 days ago, or if you 
have been ordered to active 
duty, please contact the attor-

ney for the party foreclosing 
the mortgage at the telephone 
number stated in this notice. 
Notice of foreclosure by adver-
tisement. Notice is given under 
section 3212 of the revised 
judicature act of 1961, 1961 
PA 236, MCL 600.3212, that 
the following mortgage will 
be foreclosed by a sale of 
the mortgaged premises, or 
some part of them, at a public 
auction sale to the highest 
bidder for cash or cashier’s 
check at the place of holding 
the circuit court in Van Buren 
County, starting promptly at 
01:00 PM, December 18, 2025. 
The amount due on the mort-
gage may be greater on the 
day of the sale. Placing the 
highest bid at the sale does 
not automatically entitle the 
purchaser to free and clear 
ownership of the property. A 
potential purchaser is encour-
aged to contact the county 
register of deeds office or a 
title insurance company, either 
of which may charge a fee for 
this information. Default has 
been made in the conditions 
of a certain mortgage made 
by John F. Crawford, a single 
man to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
as Mortgagee, as Nominee 
for Amerifirst Financial 
Corporation, its successors, 
and assigns, Mortgagee, 
dated September 5, 2019, and 
recorded on September 20, 
2019, in Liber 1689, Page 612, 
Van Buren County Records, 
said mortgage was assigned to 
Carrington Mortgage Services, 
LLC by an Assignment of 
Mortgage dated October 22, 
2025 and recorded October 29, 
2025 in Liber 1785, Page 493, 
on which mortgage there is 
claimed to be due at the date 
hereof the sum of Twenty-Nine 
Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-
Five and 90/100 ($29,655.90) 
including interest at the rate 

of 5.75000% per annum. Said 
premises are situated in the 
Township of HAMILTON, Van 
Buren County, Michigan, and 
are described as: Lots 34 
and 35, Supervisor`s Plat Of 
Ackley Beach, as recorded in 
Liber 1, Page 29, Van Buren 
County Records. Commonly 
known as: 46800 EAST DR, 
DECATUR, MI 49045 If the 
property is eventually sold at 
foreclosure sale, the redemp-
tion period will be 6.00 months 
from the date of sale unless 
the property is abandoned or 
used for agricultural purposes. 
If the property is determined 
abandoned in accordance 
with MCL 600.3241 and/or 
600.3241a, the redemption 
period will be 30 days from 
the date of sale, or 15 days 
after statutory notice, which-
ever is later. If the property 
is presumed to be used for 
agricultural purposes prior to 
the date of the foreclosure sale 
pursuant to MCL 600.3240, the 
redemption period is 1 year. 
Pursuant to MCL 600.3278, if 
the property is sold at a fore-
closure sale, the borrower(s) 
will be held responsible to the 
person who buys the property 
at the mortgage foreclosure 
sale or to the mortgage hold-
er for damaging the property 
during the redemption period. 
TO ALL PURCHASERS: The 
foreclosing mortgagee can 
rescind the sale. In that event, 
your damages are, if any, lim-
ited solely to the return of the 
bid amount tendered at sale, 
plus interest. Dated: November 
20, 2025 Randall S. Miller & 
Associates, P.C. Attorneys for 
Carrington Mortgage Services, 
LLC 43252 Woodward Avenue, 
Suite 180, Bloomfield Hills, MI 
48302, (248) 335-9200 Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Case No. 
25MI00779-1

(11-20)(12-11)
-------------------------------------

Continues from page B4

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 

PERSONAL PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that The Shed Self Storage, 
phone (269) 200-2156, located at 72819 M 40, Lawton, 
MI, 49065 will hold a Public Sale, to satisfy the lien of 
the owner. This notice is given in accordance with the 
provisions of Michigan Compiled Statutes 570.521 
to 570.527. Units will be sold via online auction, at 
www.LockerFox.com. Auction will close on or after 
Wednesday December 24, 2025 at 10:00 am. 

The personal goods stored therein by the following 
may include, but are not limited to household goods, 
furniture, tools, equipment, toys, boxes, clothes and misc 
items. Owner reserves the right to bid and the right to 
refuse bids. Cleanup deposit is required. Sale is subject 
to cancellation. The contents of the rental storage units 
belonging to the following persons will be sold:

Gordon Becker
Adam Gajawski

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
AND PUBLIC HEARING

Van Buren County, Michigan will hold a Public 
Comment Period for the Van Buren County 
Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and 
Greenway Plan ending with a Public Hearing on 
January 13, 2026 at 12:50 p.m. at the Van Buren 
County Administration Building at 219 E. Paw 
Paw Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079.

The purpose of the comment period and 
public hearing is to invite and hear comments 
on the Van Buren County Community Park, 
Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plan. 
At the hearing, all interested parties will have 
the opportunity to be heard and ask questions 
regarding the plan. All interested parties are 
urged to attend.

If you are unable to attend the public hearing, 
written comments can be submitted by email to 
ranslerl@vanburencountymi.gov or by mail to 
219 E. Paw Paw Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079  and 
must be received by January 13, 2025.

The proposed plan will be available for review 
during business hours at the Van Buren County 
Administration Building at 219 E. Paw Paw Street, 
Paw Paw, MI 49079, which is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm. The plan 
is also available for review on the Internet at 
https://www.swmpc.org/vb_rplans.asp 

 Van Buren Intermediate School District 
NOTICE OF VACANCY 

The Van Buren Intermediate School District is 
seeking applications/letter of interest for the current 
vacant position on the Board of Education. An indi-
vidual will be appointed to fill the vacant position until 
the June 30, 2029, Biennial election. 

Individuals must submit an application expressing 
interest in the Board position no later than 11:59 pm 
on Thursday, December 18, 2025. The Application 
can be found at www.vbisd.org under EMPLOY-
MENT on the home page. 

Following a review of the submitted materials, the 
Board will schedule interviews with selected can-
didates for Monday, January 5, 2026. Not all appli-
cants for the board vacancy may be interviewed. 
If you have any questions concerning the role of 
the Board of Education and the responsibilities of 
a Board member, please contact David Manson, 
Superintendent of Van Buren ISD.

Thursday, December 4, 2025
 
Thursday, December 18, 2025 

Monday, January 5, 2026

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

To be eligible, a person must be a registered voter and resident in the schools 
served by Van Buren Intermediate School District, at least 18 years of age, a 

citizen of the U.S., a resident of the State of Michigan for at least 30 days, 
490 South Paw Paw Street * Lawrence, Michigan 49064 * 269.674.8091/ 

Fax: 269.674.8030 * vbisd.org

Notice of vacancy advertised. 

Deadline for submitting applications. 

Board meets to review applications 
and hold interviews. 
Board makes an appointment of the 
new Board member. 

TIMELINE 

PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

To: The residents and property owners of Pine Grove 
Township, Van Buren County, Michigan and any other 
interested persons.  

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals of Pine Grove Township will hold a meeting and 
public hearing on Friday January 9, 2026 commencing 
at 3:00 p.m., at the Pine Grove Township Hall, 26520 CR 
388, within the Township, to consider the following:

1. Variance request by applicants Daniel and Danielle 
Hinson, for a 1.233 acre variance to the minimum 
parcel size of 2 acres to allow for a land division cre-
ating a 0.767 acre parcel. The parent parcel is owned 
by Becky VanHeukelum and is located at 31430 CR 
388, Gobles, MI 49055. The Parcel ID is 80-15-020-
010-21 and is approximately 13.95 acres in size. The 
parcel is in the A – Agricultural zoning district. Section 
6.0 of the Township Zoning Ordinance contains the 
minimum size of properties in the A zoning district. 
Section 11.03 of the zoning ordinance sets the stan-
dards for review of the request.  

2. Such other business as may properly come before 
the Zoning Board of Appeals at said hearing.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the ZBA intends 
to hold its meeting in person at the Township Hall.  All 
persons are invited to attend and participate regarding 
the above request. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the application 
and Zoning Ordinance can be reviewed by contacting the 
Township Clerk and will also be available at the hearing.  
Written comments may be submitted to the Township 
Clerk at the address set forth below up to 12:00 p.m. on 
the date of said hearing and will further be received by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals at the time of said hearing.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that individuals with 
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should 
contact the office of the Township Clerk by writing or 
calling the Clerk at the contact information below at least 
five (5) days prior to the hearing. 

PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Michelle Meert, Township Clerk 

26520 CR 388, Gobles, MI 49055
269-628-5393

Three new sergeants sworn in 
by South Haven Police

By James Windell

Newly promoted 
Police Chief Adam 
DeBoer and three new 
sergeants were sworn in 
at the South Haven City 
Council meeting on Mon-
day, December 1, 2025.

Joining DeBoer in the 
ceremony in which they 
received their badges 
and were sworn in were 
three officers recently 
promoted to sergeants: 
Sgt. Kevin Wildey; Sgt. 
Lucas Keene; and Sgt. 
Michael Ledger.

In introducing the 
three officers, Chief 
DeBoer said that he was 
“very pleased to have 
them on my leadership 
team.”

All three of the new 
sergeants have been 
recognized in past years 
for their contributions to 
training, community rela-
tions, safety, and service 
to residents. 

In administering the 
code of ethics to the offi-
cers, City Clerk Megan 
Kiker had all four raise 
their right hands and 

swear to abide by the 
oath which begins with: 
“As a police officer my 
fundamental duty is to 
serve the residents and 
visitors of South Haven 
with integrity, fairness 
and professionalism.” 

As part of the code 
of ethics, the officers 
agreed to “keep my pri-
vate life unsullied as an 
example to my fellow 
officers and community. 
I will maintain calm and 
courage in the face of 
danger, scorn or criti-
cism.”

WANTED
Sales Reps

THIS NEWSPAPER is looking for sales 
representatives to call on local businesses and sell 
them advertisements in our area newspapers.

- The position would initially be part-time, 
   but could quickly work into full-time
- Work from home or from our office
- You can set your own schedule
- Pay is commission-based
- Previous sales experience not required, 

   but is preferred

If you are personable, 
handle rejection easily, and love to 

make money, this is the job for you!

Call 269-657-5080 or email 

wilcoxnewspapers@gmail.com for more info

FOR MORE INFO OR TO
PLACE AN AD 

Call (269) 657-3072 
or 657-5080

BEFORE MONDAY 

AT 5PM

www.vbisd.org
www.vbisd.org
https://www.swmpc.org/vb_rplans.asp
www.lockerfox.com
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Since 1943

Low Pressure? 

Smelly Water?

No Water?

Trouble with your 
water well?

269-806-6730
Email: earlsandersinc@hotmail.com

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

     Linda & Russ Weston ,฀Owners

•฀฀Septic฀Tank฀Pumping฀฀•฀฀Install฀Risers

SEPTIC,฀LLC
WESTON

฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀OFFICE: 269-375-1425

฀ ฀ R E S I D E N T I A L  ฀ ฀ ฀  C O M M E R C I A L

NOW HIRING!

Jim’s Small Engine
43356 CR 653 Paw Paw MI

49079

269-674-9403

Credit Cards Accepted

Chinsaws, mowers, snowblowers 

pressure washers, generators, etc.

Larz Boley

Owner

LLC

Wet Basement?

24 Hour

Emergency 

Service

• Internal/External Drain Tile Systems

• Water Seepage - Structural Wall & Floor Cracks

• Damp Wet Crawl Spaces

• Bowed & Cracked Walls

• Sump Pump/Emergency Backup System

• Mold Removal & Drywall Repair

EXPERIENCED IN ALL METHODS OF BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

Senior Discounts

LOCAL 269-337-7660 • Cell 269-501-0915

0
6
-1

5
-1

5
F

L

269-337-7660

269-929-6162
seejaneshop@yahoo.com

DOWNTOWN PAW PAW
229 E. Michigan Ave • Paw Paw, MI 49079

� VINTAGE    � RUSTIC DECOR  � JEWELRY  � FURNITURE

� OLD BOOKS  � RESCUED ATTIC  � SALVAGE  � GARDEN

Brent Bates
Bates5601@gmail.com

269-350-3350
Interior Trim
Tuck Pointing
Aluminum Trim
Pre-Hung Doors
Bee Removal
Carpentry
Tile Installed
Concrete Work
Deck Specialist

424 PHOENIX ST424 PHOENIX ST

SOUTH HAVEN, MISOUTH HAVEN, MI
(269) 637-4754(269) 637-4754

421 STATE ST421 STATE ST

ST. JOSEPH, MIST. JOSEPH, MI
(269) 281-0120(269) 281-0120

J&SJ&S
Free Estimates

Specialize in storm damage

 T R E E  S E R V I C E S  L L C T R E E  S E R V I C E S  L L C

Tree Removal � Tree Trimming Tree Removal � Tree Trimming 
Stump GrindingStump Grinding

269-207-1682269-207-1682
Gobles, MI

30 years in business30 years in business

Protecting SW Michigan Properties For Over 20 Years!

269-359-ROOF • aecroof.com • Paw Paw, MI269-359-ROOF • aecroof.com • Paw Paw, MI

ROOFING   SIDING   GUTTERS

S T O R M  D A M A G E  R E S T O R A T I O N

brinkerbrothersoutdoorliving.com

269-806-4141

CUSTOMIZE YOUR 
OUTDOOR LIVING

SERVICES
Azenco Pergolas 

MagnaTrack Motorized Screens
Outdoor Kitchens
Decks & Railings
Outdoor Lighting

Endless Outdoor Features

Check out our website to 
see everything we offer

AUTO BODY AND SALES
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1983

269-668-2379 • carconn.abs@gmail.com

Auto Body • Collision Repair • Insurance Work
Paint • Minor rust repair • Auto sales

Hours of operation • Mon - Fri; 9am to 5pm
22671 Red Arrow Hwy.,Mattawan, MI 49071

Family Owned & Serving Southwest Michigan Since 2003

We’re in your neighborhood!
� Residential cleaning
� Home Watch Services
� Commercial Cleaning
� Handyman Services

269-639-1515 � coastalclean.net

DESIGN AND INSTALL LOCAL PLANTDESIGN AND INSTALL LOCAL PLANT
MATERIALS GROWN AT OUR OWN NURSERYMATERIALS GROWN AT OUR OWN NURSERY

 outdoor spaces, paver walks, pergolas  outdoor spaces, paver walks, pergolas
large variety of locally grown treeslarge variety of locally grown trees

decorative shrubs and greenerydecorative shrubs and greenery
new industry leading productsnew industry leading products

irrigation systemsirrigation systems
outdoor kitchensoutdoor kitchens

Competitive pricing, cutting out the middleman.Competitive pricing, cutting out the middleman.
Special discounts for Veterans and Seniors. Special discounts for Veterans and Seniors. 

CALL MIKE AT 269.621.4543
 www.CountyLineNurseries.net

CALL MIKE AT 269.621.4543
 www.CountyLineNur

Like us on Facebook.

BOB TOLSMA PLUMBING

� New Constrution
� Remodels Insured
� Water heaters
� Water Softeners
� Water & Sewer Hookups
� 24 HR Emergency

Bob Tolsma � 4215 Lincoln Rd., Holland, MI 49423

Offi ce (616)836-1197 • bob@tolsmaplumbing.com
Lawn 

Fertilization 

and 

Weed 

Control
Your Local Lawn & 
Landscape Experts

269-639-9000
www.LandscapeDS.com
A Bakker Family Business since 1968

We Design to fit your lifestyle.

Century 21 Affiliated SoHa

253 Center Street

South Haven, MI 49090

EMAIL: INFO@CALLRYAN.COM

CALL OR TEXT: 269.252.7926

WEBSITE: CALLRYAN.COMR Y A N S E R V A T I U S

BROKER

Recoginized as Areas Most Awarded Broker

25 Years of

Real Estate Excellence.

Your Local Market Expert
Rent a Water Softener 

for $35/mo.
Add an RO for only $5/mo more.

* Call for details

269-382-0068

(269) 762-9920

Metal Roofi ng 
Complete Pole Barn Packages

Free Estimates

56504 Butcher Road, Lawrence, MI 49064

Serving Southwest Michigan and surrounding areas

• Offers preconception and prenatal care

• Birth and postpartum care for 6 weeks

• Newborn care for 6 weeks after delivery

• Lactation support

• Car seat education

• Nutrition counseling & child birth education

  *Home births and birth center options available*

Mother Mary’s Midwifery Services 
(269) 655-7765

mothermarysmidwifery@gmail.com
Serving Southwest MI

RESPECTFUL, EMPOWERING CARE

Honoring bodily autonomy and supporting 

Informed decision-making

Inclusive care for a diverse clientele 

Outdoor saunas, Sheds & barns,
Greenhouses, Outhouses, Tiny Homes, 

Custom Swing Sets
Dog Houses & Chicken Coops, Horse Stables

TOP RATED 

SHED BUILDER

58332 48th Ave, Lawrence, MI 49064

269-363-0599

Business hours
Mon - Sat 8:00am-8:00pm

Sunday Closed

Bangor Mini Storage

269-674-1330

Bangor Mini Storage
31375 52 street, Bangor Michigan 49013

$10off the month of October
For more Information Call

269-674-1330

(269)501-0881
grantdalypainting@gmail.com

A+ Rating

GRANT DALY PAINTING, LLC
“Let me take the pain out of painting”

Quality Work
Reasonable Rates

References

Residential
Commercial

Free Estimates

Interior
Exterior

Dry-wall Repair

Serving Southwest Michigan

(269) 716-6131

Call for your free estimate today!

Paw Paw, Michigan, 
& Surrounding Areas

 www.homeservices-install.com 

� Tub & Shower Replacements
� Hardwood, Tile and Flooring
� Interior Painting
� Reliable Home Repairs

JESI WALLACE

www.theshedselfstorage.com
www.greenshieldinsulationco.com
www.pawpawlaw.com
www.mckenziemi.com
www.brinkerbrothersoutdoorliving.com
www.soldbyamyo.com
www.coastalclean.net
www.aecroof.com
www.homeservices-install.com
www.oliveoilstoremichigan.com
www.ds.com
www.callryan.com
www.countylinenurseries.net

