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SayIng 

goodbye

Paul Thiel, director of oper-

ations, and Kanya Cornish, 

assistant superintendent, 

will both retire after de-

cades serving Oglethorpe 

County Schools

... Page 5

By Ethan Greene

The Oglethorpe Echo

On a normal day, Oglethorpe Chil-
dren’s Academy is winding down by 
4:30 p.m. This past Friday afternoon, 
however, the academy resembled a mas-
sive community reunion. 

A crowd of babies, toddlers, kinder-
garteners, alumni and parents gathered 
underneath the academy’s awning in 
Crawford to celebrate 20 years of ser-
vice and education from the county’s 
only daycare center.

“We have blinked, and it’s like, ‘what 
in the world, really? Twenty years?” 
founder and owner Melanee McGee 
said. “But it has changed my life. We’re 
part of this community, I hope we do a 
great service for our community — we 
sure do work hard.”

The celebration featured bouncy 
houses for the children, food trucks, a 
photobooth, free pizza and chips, and 
cookie cake for attendees. Visitors were 
able to take tours inside the building 
and trips to the school garden. 

For many, the night served as a 
homecoming. McGee said she connect-
ed with former students, some of whom 
are now adults. 

“It just feels so good; somebody I 
used to carry in my arm or on my hip or 
snuggle with is now so big that all I can 

do is wrap my arms around and hug,” 
McGee said. “I love it.” 

The center opened in 2006, and its 
history can be seen through McGee’s 
grandchildren’s handprints on the con-
crete by the entrance, or through yearly 
class photos hung from the closet door 
of pre-K lead teacher Satilla Mathews. 

“It’s surreal,” Mathews said. 
She told the story of an older sibling 

recently picking up her younger broth-
er from the summer transition program.

“You don’t remember me, do you?” 
Mathews said.

She said didn’t, and Mathews pointed 
to her closet door.

“This is you,” Mathews said. 
Mathews is entering her 10th year 

teaching at OCA; however, her involve-
ment began as a parent trying to find a 
daycare center for her newborn son, JT. 

“There was nowhere else that I would 
have put my child when we were try-
ing to figure out what we were going to 
do,” Mathews said. 

When JT started pre-K, Mathews 
joined the staff and discovered a love 
for small children and the academy’s 
environment. 

“It’s just family, and we’re so fami-

‘A beacon in the community’

Oglethorpe Children’s Academy turns 20
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(Above) Families and staff gather at Oglethorpe Children’s Academy in 

Crawford on Friday for OCA’s 20th anniversary celebration. Attendees 

enjoyed food trucks, pizza, a photo booth and bouncy houses. (Right)

Chelsea Smith, left, poses with her daughters, Paisley, middle, and Harper at 

Oglethorpe Children’s Academy OCA’s 20th anniversary celebration in Craw-

ford on Friday. Paisley and Harper both attend OCA. 
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Oglethorpe Children’s Academy 

founder and owner Melanee McGee 

talks with a family at OCA’s 20th an-

niversary celebration. Many alumni 

also came to the event. “Somebody 

I used to carry in my arm or on my 

hip or snuggle with is now so big 

that all I can do is wrap my arms 

around and hug,” McGee said.

See OCA, Page 2

See DEVELOPMENT, Page 3

By Lexie Shadix

The Oglethorpe Echo 

Oglethorpe County has assembled a large stretch of 
land between the construction and demolition landfill 
and the Sheriff’s Office over the past two decades.  

The county acquired its first tract in 2004 and 
then added three adjacent parcels in 2016 to create a 
534.44-acre block off Buddy Faust Road. 

“It was originally bought for economic develop-
ment purposes back in the day,” said William Brown, 
chairman of the Economic Development Authority 
(EDA) and District 4 commissioner. “It was for a light 
industrial park.” 

The industrial park was never pursued, and the site 
has sat largely unused. Now, the board of commission-
ers is taking steps to open the area for development.

The board drafted an intergovernmental agreement 
with the EDA, allowing the authority to market the 
property and negotiate a sale, which was approved by 
the board of commissioners 4-1 at their meeting on 
June 1. 

County moves to 
open 534-acre site 
for development

Runoff electIon votIng

 n Early voting for the runoff election will 

take place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through 

Friday, June 12 at the Oglethorpe County 

Board of Elections and Registration office 

on Fairground Road. 

 n A drop box will be 

available for ab-

sentee ballots 

at the office 

(located in-

s i d e )  o n l y 

dur ing the 

early voting 

hours and will 

close at 5 p.m. 

June 12.

 n The general primary runoff will be held 

from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 16 at 

assigned precincts.
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By Lexie Shadix 

The Oglethorpe Echo 

Emerald Green Drive, a private, 
unpaved road near Sandy Cross, 
was repaired by the Oglethorpe 
County Public Works Department 
just 24 hours after it became im-
passable due to flooding. 

As a result of heavy downpours 
that hit the county on Memorial 
Day, a small creek that runs under a 
section of the dirt drive completely 
overwhelmed the road, leaving 30 

residents trapped on the dead-end 
street. 

Homeowners are responsible for 
maintaining private drives, but due 
to the severity of the situation, the 
county decided to repair the dam-
age. 

Jay Paul, chairman of the Board 
of Commissioners, estimated the re-
pair cost to be around $17,000. 

“We do not do routine mainte-
nance on private drives, but in this 
case … there was no other way to 
get to them,” Paul said. 

Paul and Adam Nation, pub-

lic works director, had arrived at 
the scene to assess the damage as 
soon as a resident called to tell them 
about the situation. 

The pipe that allows the creek 
to pass under the road was washed 
away, creating a hole Nation esti-
mated to be 45-feet wide and 10- to 
12-feet deep. Because the road was 
completely split, the only feasible 
plan was air rescue. 

“We knew that if we had some 
kind of medical emergency, that 
was going to be our first contact,” 

County repairs Emerald Green Drive quickly after flood
Oglethorpe and 

Madison County 

public works crews 

begin work on Em-

erald Green Drive 

on May 26, after 

heavy rain washed 

out the road on 

Memorial Day, 

leaving 30 resi-

dents trapped. The 

road was restored 

just one day after 

the damage. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOSee EMERALD, Page 3
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ly-oriented, and you can’t help but 
become a part of it,” Mathews said.

One of three pre-K teachers at the 
academy, Mathews said OCA is “a 
beacon in the community.”

The academy has daytime pro-
grams for children from infancy 
to pre-k, including a 60-student, 
state-funded pre-K program, divid-
ed into three classrooms, throughout 
the school year. 

Additionally, the academy hosts a 
variety of summer camps and pro-
grams, including a transition camp 
for rising kindergarteners. Students 

at Oglethorpe County Elementa-
ry School are also eligible for after-
school programs at the academy. 

McGee said at least three of the 
academy’s former students are now 
pursuing educational degrees in col-
lege and continue to work at OCA. 
Several former students have re-
turned to the center as parents, en-
rolling a new generation.

“I think it’s because they felt safe 
here, felt loved here and realized 
that it was a quality basis for them-
selves, so they trust us with their ba-
bies now,” McGee said.

Current parent Chelsea Smith, 
whose two daughters Paisley and 
Harper are enrolled at OCA, echoed 
McGee. 

“They’re big on communicating, 
and their staff is amazing — I trust 
them with my kids,” Smith said.

Looking at the approximately 100 
parents, staff members and children 
gathered to celebrate the academy, 
McGee said she saw OCA’s two-de-
cade impact on Oglethorpe County. 

 “I’m just so proud of where and 
what we’ve done and how far we’ve 
come” McGee said.

ETHAN GREENE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

A child holds a bearded dragon at Oglethorpe Children’s Academy 20th anniversary celebration in Craw-

ford. The academy has programs for children from infancy to pre-K. 

ETHAN GREENE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

Children enjoy playing on an inflatable slide at Oglethorpe Children’s Academy 20th anniversary cele-

bration in Crawford on Friday. The center opened in 2006 and is the county’s only daycare center.
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By Sarah Nanos

The Oglethorpe Echo

Surrounded by fellow Qui-
et Oaks residents, Rachel Lowry’s 
hands covered her mouth in excite-
ment when she heard her name an-
nounced.

The room filled with cheers and 
applause as she was presented with 
flowers and a tiara, crowning her 
Ms. Quiet Oaks 2026. 

“It was wonderful,” Lowry said. 
Lowry, who is 85, said she did 

not expect to win. She noted her fa-
vorite part of the pageant was pre-
paring her look.

“Just getting dressed up,” Lowry 
said. “I had a lot of fun.”’

Following an increase in will-
ing participants, the Ms. Quiet Oaks 
pageant returned this year after a 
long break. It’s a precursor to the 
Georgia Health Care Association 
(GHCA) Pageant, which honors fe-
male residents from skilled nursing 
and assisted living facilities across 
the state. This reintroduction was 
aided by owner Terry Cook, who 
serves on the board of directors for 
Georgia Health Care Association.

Lowry will now advance to the 
state-level pageant in Atlanta on 
Aug. 22.

“The main purpose of this eve-
ning (is) to take these eight ladies, 
dress them up, put makeup on them 
and let them feel special,” said Qui-
et Oaks administrator Chris Wrenn. 

Eight female residents, whose 
ages ranged from the mid-30s to 
the mid-80s, volunteered to com-
pete in the pageant on June 4. Each 
was presented by an escort and then 
asked a question about Quiet Oaks, 
like their favorite activity or favor-
ite aspect of living there. 

All contestants came out of the 
pageant with a title. 

Jean Pierce won Best Personal-
ity, Barbara Lowe won Best Out-
fit, Shirley Barnes won Best Hair 
and Makeup, Shirley Owensby won 
Prettiest Smile and Autumn Arnold 
won Prettiest Eyes. Residents Mary 
Ellen Smith and Frankie Brooks 
won Second Place Runner-up and 
First Place Runner-up, respectively.

All contestants had their hair and 

makeup done in-house, and volun-
teers helped dress them for their 
presentations.

Volunteer Cindy Miller played 
a key role in organizing the event. 
She found escorts to walk with con-
testants and assembled gift bags for 
participants.

Miller became involved through 
her late mother, who lived at Qui-
et Oaks for around five years. After 
her mother’s death last year, Mill-
er said she remained close with her 
mother’s former roommate, Frank-
ie Brooks.

“She was all super excited about 
the pageant,” Miller said. 

The facility’s main recreation 
room was transformed for the eve-
ning. A pink and white balloon arch 

stood in the front, there were re-
freshments and desserts in the back, 
and plenty of seating set up for fam-
ily and friends.

“I think the ladies have had a lot 
of fun,” Miller said.

Quiet Oaks Healthcare, which 
opened in 1988, puts on a variety 
of events for residents including 
a yearly fireworks display, donuts 
with dad, muffins with mom and a 
week’s worth of activities to cele-
brate National Nursing Home week. 

“Age is just a number. Not some-
thing that slows you down or tells 
you what you can and can’t do,” 
Wrenn said. “Our goal is to cele-
brate each and every day, whether 
there is a state holiday, national hol-
iday, or just a day to celebrate life.”

Quiet Oaks brings back pageant, crowns winner

SARAH NANOS/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

Quiet Oaks pageant contestants, including from left Mary Ellen Smith, Frankie Brooks 

and Rachel Lowry, wait as the final titles are given out at the end of the event on June 

4. All contestants who participated in the pageant received a title, flowers and a gift 

basket.

SARAH NANOS/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO  

Pageant winner Rachel Lowry receives flowers after being announced as Ms. Quiet 

Oaks 2026. Family members and friends of the Quiet Oaks community volunteered 

to help run the event, and Lowry will advance to the state-level pageant in Atlanta in 

August.

 You are cordially invited to attend

Rayle Electric Membership Corporation’s

Annual Meeting of Members

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Registrations Begins at 12:30 p.m.

Business Session Begins at 2:00 p.m.

The Pope Center

48 Lexington Avenue

Washington, Georgia

 STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, 

its Agencies, offi ces, and employees, and institutions participating in or 

administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based 

on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including 

gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 

family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, 

political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, 

in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases 

apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint fi ling deadlines vary by 

program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communi-

cation for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 

American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency 

or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

Additionally, program information may be made available in languages 

other than English.

To fi le a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Pro-

gram Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://

www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_fi ling_cust.html and at any USDA offi ce 

or write a letter addressed to USDA

“Celebrating 40 YEARS of 
Serving Our Communities”g

GA REG CN 210335

Offi  ce 706-546-1810

ddheatingaircond@bellsouth.net

100 Lyons Rd. 

Athens, GA 30605

Website: ddheatingaircond.net.

Stokely’s 
Garage
126 North Street

Crawford GA 30630

706.743.3707

Tuesday - Saturday

11am-6pm

Motorcycle 
& ATV Repair

www.ddheatingaircond.net
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
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anthony eugene 

tayloR

Anthony E. Taylor, 66, of Mad-
ison, Georgia, died May 27, 2026. 
The funeral service was Wednes-
day, June 3, 2026 at 1 p.m. at Fork 
Bethel Baptist Church, with Pas-
tor Christopher Watson, eulogist. 
Interment was in the church cem-
etery. Survivors include his wife, 
Belinda “Louise” Taylor; daughter, 
Shay Brookins; stepchildren, John-
ny (Kahlada) Hunter, Derrick Hunt-
er, and Angelia Walker; brother, Da-
vid (Winnie) Taylor; sisters, Gra-
cie Taylor, Wadine Love and Melis-
sa Calhoun; nephew, Curtis Harper; 
niece, Melanie (Wallace) Hopp; 13 
grandchildren; and 10 great-grand-
children; and other relatives and 
friends. Jones Funeral Chapel of 
Crawford was in charge of services.

floRIne JohnSon

Ms. Florine Johnson, 76, of Ste-
phens, died June 5, 2025. A memo-
rial service will be held Tuesday, 
June 16, 2026 at noon at Thankful 
Baptist Church in Stephens, with 
Minister James Morse, eulogist. 
Survivors include her son, Hen-
ry Johnson, Jr.; daughter, Tyara Y. 
Johnson; sister, Barbara (Willie C.) 
Davenport; 3 grandchildren; and 
other relatives and friends. Jones 
Funeral Chapel, Crawford is in 
charge of services.

HUGHES AWARD

ADDING SPACES

The Alice H. Hughes Award, 

which honors the legacy of 

Hughes, was given to county 

government and politics re-

porter Bridget Goodman, who 

was part of the spring 2026 

Echo staff. The award, which 

comes with $300, is presented 

to a reporter for The Oglethor-

pe Echo, through the partner-

ship with the Grady College of 

Journalism & Mass Communica-

tion at the University of Geor-

gia, who showed excellence in 

student journalism, passion for 

community storytelling and un-

wavering integrity, all of which 

Hughes embodied. The award 

was created by Alice’s daugh-

ter, Vyvyan Hughes.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Workers repaved and added 16 more spaces to the Oglethorpe County Senior Center parking lot last week. The center averages 47 

clients a day, but had only 22 parking spaces, forcing members to park along the side of the road or in grassy areas. The project was 

approved by the Oglethorpe County Board of Commissioners during its May meeting and completed last week.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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However, Jay Paul, the chairman 

of the board of commissioners, said 
he will not sign the agreement as 
drafted. 

“There was some language in 
there that I didn’t agree with, some 
errors that were made,” Paul said. 
“There’s two or three things in there 
that I just don’t agree with, and I’m 
not gonna sign it.” 

While the EDA will be allowed to 
negotiate a sale, county leadership 
maintains final oversight, and any 
proposed deal will require approv-
al from both the EDA and the com-
missioners be-
fore a buyer can 
break ground. 

The decision 
follows the first 
serious offer the 
county has re-
ceived for the 
land. 

The site was 
determined to 
hold granite, and 
a company is seeking to establish an 
aggregate quarry, a type of crushed 
rock used alongside sand and grav-
el to produce concrete and asphalt. 

Under Georgia law, counties 
must sell to the highest responsi-
ble bidder, either by sealed bids or 
by auction. However, the EDA has 
more flexibility. 

“The EDA has more tools to ne-
gotiate deals, whereas the coun-
ty doesn’t,” Brown said. “There’s 
more control on what gets built if 
you go through the EDA.”   

While they have an interested 
buyer, county leadership is keeping 
its options open. 

“The county is wanting to make 
sure that we have a fair market val-

ue on it, and taking in the poten-
tial for granite … we want to make 
sure we get a good deal,” Paul said. 
“There’s a lot of details to be con-
sidered and worked out.” 

There is ongoing discussion 
about auctioning the land, an ap-
proach Paul favors.

“I believe the county will get the 
best deal possible,” he said. “I want 
this done in a transparent manner, 
and again, (in a way) that will map 
the county the best deal possible.”

District 5 Commissioner Tra-
cy Norman said the board isn’t set 
on selling all the parcels, which are 
zoned for agriculture, to a single 
buyer. 

“We may have a company doing 
one thing, and then a company do-
ing something else,” Norman said. 

Beyond a quarry, the land could 
be used for warehouses, manufac-
turing sites or parks. Some of the 
land is also planned for an extension 
of the county’s construction and 
demolition landfill. 

The county and the EDA don’t 
want residential development, but 
seek a business that will require few 
county services and will yield reve-
nue through taxes. 

“We just need to come up with 
some sort of sales tax or reve-
nue stream that is going to allevi-
ate some of the property tax on the 
county,” Brown said. 

While the exact acreage of a po-
tential sale is still being negotiat-
ed, the county expects a quick turn-
around from the buyer. 

“It’s going to be based more on 
what the business is, but you would 
want them to, within six months to 
a year, to break ground on some-
thing,” Norman said. 

Will Brown

Nation said. “Like a medical heli-
copter to come in.” 

Brandt Furin, one of the trapped 
residents, said among those on the 
other side were several elderly peo-
ple and one woman who had just 
had heart surgery. 

“What if we 
w e r e  t o  h a v e 
a  house  f i r e ? 
What if we were 
to have a med-
ica l  emergen-
cy or what if , 
you know, there 
were to be some 
kind of dispute 
o r  s o m e t h i n g 
where the sheriff’s office needs to 
get there?” Nation said. 

Repairs began the following 
morning. Madison County sent four 
employees and three dump trucks to 
assist the Oglethorpe County Pub-
lic Works Department, and a pipe 
was bought from Southeast Culvert, 
a company that manufactures storm 
drainage materials. 

At the time of the washout, the 
company did not have the necessary 
pipes in stock, but after Nation ex-
plained the emergency, the business 
created two 25-foot pipes, each 8 
feet in diameter, later that day.

“For them to stop their produc-
tion to make exactly what we need-
ed means they really care about the 
customer,” Nation said. 

Despite being hit with another 
downpour while working, the road 
was completely repaired by 6 p.m. 
May 26. 

Furin, who works as a contrac-
tor, said he was “unbelievably im-
pressed” with the county’s response.  

“I come out of Atlanta,” Furin said. 

“If this would have happened there, 
they’d still be thinking about it.” 

Residents of Emerald Green 
Drive showed their appreciation 
the following week, surprising Na-
tion’s crew with lunch and thank-
you notes on June 5. 

“It gave us the opportunity to … 
meet them and get a personal thanks 
from each and every one of them, and 
it really means a lot,” Nation said. 

While the county did fix the dam-
age in this instance, Paul said he 

doesn’t want to set an expectation 
that the county will maintain private 
drives. 

“I’ve heard horror stories from 
EMS about (how) the ambulance 
can’t get down the driveway be-
cause it’s so narrow and overhang-
ing limbs and stuff,” Paul said. “I 
strongly encourage people to take 
care of these problems themselves 
before it becomes an emergency 
situation … we can’t help them if 
they’re not helping themselves.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Emerald Green Drive flooded on May 25, leaving 30 residents strand-

ed on one side of the dead-end road.  Chairman Jay Paul of the 

Board of Commissioners said the repair cost was around $17,000.

Brandt Furin

www.theoglethorpeecho.com
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Donations are tax deductible
through our 501(c)(3).
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Here’s a guarantee for
Rick Bragg’s next book

Property rights were reason
behind Yancey Road vote

the oglethoRPe echo

Opinion & Letter Policies
n The Echo’s Opinion is a staff editorial expressing the 
views of The Echo.
n Opinion or guest columns express the views of the writer 
only.
n We encourage letters to the editor on a wide range of 
issues and topics. 
n Publication of any letter is subject to the discretion of The 
Oglethorpe Echo. All views expressed in any letter are those 
of the writer.
n Letters are subject to editing for style, grammar or libel 
and should be limited to 350 words.
n All letters must be signed. Please include street address 
and phone number for the verification of identity. Only names 
and city of residence will be published.
n Letters are due by the weekly deadline of Monday at 
5 p.m., on a week of normal publication schedule. Holiday 
events often cause an earlier deadline.  
n Letters can be mailed to: Editor, P. O. Box 268, Lexington, 
Georgia 30648 or e-mailed to editor@oglethorpeecho.com
n Letters regarding a candidate or an issue on a ballot will not 
be published two weeks preceding election day.

Policies and Deadlines
n The Oglethorpe Echo encourages readers to submit items 
of community interest. Submissions for community news, 
obituaries, classifieds, and other sections are due by Monday 
at 5 p.m., on a week of normal publication schedule. Holiday 
events often cause an earlier deadline.  
n Submissions can be mailed to: Editor, P. O. Box 268, Lex-
ington, Georgia 30648 or emailed to editor@oglethorpeecho.
com, along with a name and phone number for more information.

Accuracy Policy
n The Oglethorpe Echo strives to produce error-free news 
reporting. When mistakes occur, it is our policy to correct them as 
soon as they are brought to our attention.
n To request a correction, contact the editor at editor@
oglethorpeecho.com or 706-743-3111.

Copyright
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any manner 

without specific written permission of The Oglethorpe Echo. All 
rights reserved.

EDITOR’S NOTE: District 
5 Commissioner Tracy Norman 
was the only commissioner to 
vote to rezone the two tax par-
cels on Yancey Road on June 1.

Someone asked me last week 
why I didn’t vote to deny the 
subdivision on Yancey Road at 
the meeting on June 1.

Because of property rights.  
The Supreme Court has ruled 

that under the Takings Clause 
of the Fifth Amendment, private 
property must not be taken for 
public use without just compen-
sation. 

A taking may occur 
when a government reg-
ulation restricts the use 
of land, even if the gov-
ernment doesn’t in-
vade or occupy the land. 
The Supreme Court has 
defined “public use” 
broadly, encompassing 
such purposes as eco-
nomic development.   

It has also ruled un-
der the 14th Amend-
ment principles of due process 
and equal protection, finding 
that they usually fall within the 
legitimate police power of local 
governments. 

Property issues that have 
reached the Supreme Court also 
include the exercise of free speech 
rights on various types of property 
and the enforceability of discrimi-
natory real estate covenants.

Simply put, the owner of a 
property has the right to sell or 
use their property how they like, 
as long as they comply with local 
zoning and building codes, and 
other local, state and federal laws. 

While I understand concerns 
and emotions around the in-
creasing development with-
in Oglethorpe County, decisions 
must still be made considering 
current zoning and law. Zoning 
can be changed to further con-
strain the pace of development, 
but it cannot be stopped com-

pletely since SCOTUS also has 
ruled on those constraints. 

There are other ways for citi-
zens to help control growth.  

One of the big opponents of 
this development was the former 
owner of the land in question.  

The courts have ruled that 
former owners have no power 
to constrain use of land, unless 
they, or owners previous to their 
ownership, have placed restric-
tive covenants onto the deed for 
the property.   

Deed restrictions can be used 
to limit use by future owners 
and are part of disclosure prior 

to purchase.   
If it was important for 

the land to remain strict-
ly agricultural land, then 
the prior owner should 
have sold the property 
with that restriction.   

This appears not to 
have been a concern at 
the time the prior owner 
sold the land, since these 

steps were not taken. 
If a property own-

er wants full enjoyment of their 
land within regulations and zon-
ing, they should also support oth-
er owners having the same rights.

As development continues to 
move closer and into our coun-
ty, property owners need to be 
aware of tools that may help to 
preserve the rural way of life we 
enjoy. Deed restrictions that re-
strict division of property or re-
strict future use are one of those 
tools. Another tool is to work 
with one of the farmland trusts, 
such as the Georgia Farmland 
Conservation Fund or American 
Farmland Trust, that seek to pro-
tect farmland across the country. 
These land trusts are set up to al-
low continued farming without 
the intrusion of development.

Tracy Norman represents Dis-
trict 5 on the Oglethorpe County 
Board of Commissioners.

Tracy Norman Words.
Some folks are good at saying them. Others are 

good when writing them.
My friend Rick Bragg is not just “good” in both cat-

egories. The Pulitzer Prize-winning author and colum-
nist is spectacular. A self-effacing, self-described prod-
uct of a poor-white-trash upbringing in ru-
ral Alabama, Rick has written a library shelf 
of books. I’ve read them all, plus everything 
else that I could find with his byline.

I am certain that Rick has boosted the 
magazine readership — particularly of men 
folks — in Southern Living and Garden & 
Gun. And on the speaking circuit, his audi-
ences roar with approval.

I know.
Saturday night, I once again witnessed the 

howling laughter and thunderous applause 
that erupts when Rick speaks.

Rick was the keynote of the annual South-
ern LitFest in Newnan. The Wadsworth Audi-
torium was filled 
with his fans, and 
I had the honor of 
introducing him. 
I wish you had 
been there.

To hear not me, 
but Rick.

I told the 
crowd, “Coun-
try artist Ken-
ny Chesney had 
a chart-topping 
hit, ‘You had me 
from hello.’ Rick 
Bragg had me in 
his fan club af-
ter just 20 pages 
into his first book, 
‘All Over But The 
Shoutin’.’ The 
autobiographi-
cal tribute to his 
saintly mom is 
my kind of read-
ing. It’s right up 
there with a hot 
buttered cathead biscuit, slathered with mayhaw jelly. 
Even better. “

From memory, I pulled Rick’s line about the man 
who abandoned his wife and three sons. He wrote, 
“Most men have backbones. My daddy had starch. 
His khakis were so stiff, you could slice bologna with 
them.” Rick told the crowd, “My daddy was sorry, a 
drunk.” But he worships his almost-90-year-old moth-
er, Margaret Marie Bundrum Bragg.

Rick has an 11th book in the works, about an old 
Bronco that he and brothers Sam and Mark drove. Sit-
ting backstage before Saturday night’s event, Rick told 
me the backstory.  A year from now, Bronco Boys will 

join his list of best-sellers.
To best describe the featured speaker, I shared para-

graphs from a 2002 GQ magazine article, headlined 
“For a Vegetable, I’ll Have White Gravy.” 

Rick wrote: “I always wanted some washboard abs. 
But I always seemed to want some baby back ribs.

“Washboard abs are hard to get. Baby 
back ribs are $6.99.

“Washboard abs come with size 32 jeans, 
good overall cardiovascular health and, 
if you believe the infomercials, beautiful 
women. Baby back ribs come with coleslaw 
and a Wet-Nap. (I ate a Wet-Nap, in Syla-
cauga, Alabama, but that is another story.)

“Washboard abs come with — screw it. 
I am a man, what I like to believe is a real 
man, a Southern man.

“If God meant for me to have washboard 
abs, he would have left me in the hay fields 
of Calhoun County, slinging 50-pound bales 

up on the flatbed. 
He would have 
left me standing 
in the middle of 
rocks, making — 
as the song goes 
— little ’uns out-
ta big ’uns in the 
red-hot sun.”

That’s classic 
Rick.

As dirt-road 
Southerners say, 
“He puts it down 
where the goats 
can get at it.”

I told the Satur-
day-night crowd 
— as Rick stood 
in the curtain 
wings — that my 
wife and I have 
been married for 
57 years.  We 
must have played 
hooky from mid-
dle-school re-

cess and eloped. Pam and I don’t fuss, but we do tangle 
over who gets to read Rick’s back-page column first in 
Southern Living.

I found a way to win, every time. I race to beat her 
to the mailbox to savor my friend’s column on the 
walk back to the house.

I predict folks will race to get their hands on Rick’s 
upcoming Bronco Boys.

Here’s my promise: If you don’t like it, I will eat a 
Wet-Nap, too.

Yeah, Rick’s that good.

For more columns, visit dinknesmith.com.

PHOTO COURTESY/JACKIE KENNEDY

On June 7, I had the chance to chat with my friend Rick Bragg, 

backstage of the Wadsworth Auditorium in Newnan. The Pulitzer 

Prize-winning author and columnist was the keynote speaker of 

the annual Southern LitFest.  I had the honor of introducing him.

Dink NeSmith
dnesmith@ 

cninewspapers.com

Ryan Martin, a Crawford 

resident and the developer’s 

superintendent, defends the 

Yancey Road project at the 

June 1 Board of Commission-

ers meeting at the Oglethor-

pe County Courthouse. Tracy 

Norman, District 5, was the 

only commissioner to vote in 

favor of the development.
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By Ellie English

The Oglethorpe Echo

For years, Paul Thiel’s job did not 
end when the school day was over. 

As  opera t ions  d i rec tor  for 
Oglethorpe County Schools, he 
oversaw everything from technolo-
gy and facilities to major construc-
tion projects and was often the per-
son to call when problems arose. 

Thiel’s eye for technology and in-
novation started early and helped 
define his nearly three decades in 
education.

“I’m most proud of my whole 28-
year career,” Thiel said. “When I 
started out as a 23-year-old, I was 
the first instructional technolo-
gy specialist for the Clarke County 
School District.” 

But after six years in Clarke, 
Oglethorpe County called Thiel 
home in 2004.

“I  wanted to come back to 
Oglethorpe because I wanted to 
give back and also just try to do the 
best I could for the community,” 
Thiel said.

Thiel was also one of the first in-
structional technology specialists 
for Oglethorpe County Schools. 
He said when he first started in the 
technology department in 2006, 
there were only five users on the 
student information system. 

That system is now one of the 
primary ways the district commu-
nicates with families for the almost 
2,300 students in the school system, 
according to Thiel.

He said one of his biggest ac-
complishments was the construc-
tion of the new elementary school. 
Although there were issues with co-
ordination, planning and designing, 
the district was able to complete the 
school under budget.  

“(There were challenges) to say 
the least, but we overcame all of it,” 
Thiel said.

He also wanted to make sure the 
new school building would serve 
the county as it grows, so he and his 
team designed it to meet the needs 
of students today, but also be adapt-
able for future uses.

“He kept the project running 
smoothly and on time,” Superin-
tendent Beverley Levine said. “Be-
cause he has experience in so many 
areas, he was invaluable on the 

project.”
He also oversaw the project to 

build a school-based health center, 
working alongside Kristina Turner 
and Sara Hughes.

“(The Patriot Health Hub) was a 
first for us,” Levine said. “He took 
classroom space and converted it 
into an amazing space for the health 
hub.”

During his 22 years in Oglethor-
pe County, Thiel’s professional phi-
losophy was based on servant lead-
ership.

“I kind of try to lead by exam-
ple,” Thiel said. “Listen to folks and 
don’t ask anybody to do something 
that if I can ask them to do it, I can 
do it myself.”

Thiel has been described by his 
colleagues as a “jack of all trades.”  

“Paul leaves some huge shoes to 
fill,” Levine said. “Because he is so 
versatile and knowledgeable in so 
many areas, he will be difficult to 
replace.”

Thiel said his position was a 24/7 
responsibility, even if he was not of-
ficially on the clock. 

“I’m looking forward to spending 
time with my family,” Thiel said. 
“Just kind of doing things at my 
own pace.”

Thiel said it has been a great hon-
or working with Levine. He said he 
enjoyed watching students reach 
their potential and will miss seeing 
them every day.

“My ultimate goal when I started 
out in education, 28 years ago, was 
to try to have the biggest impact on 
the most number of students,” Thiel 
said.

Thiel retires as operations 
director after 22 years

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Paul Thiel, operations director for Oglethorpe County Schools, 

stands in front of the newly constructed Oglethorpe County Elemen-

tary School during the ribbon-cutting ceremony on July 27, 2025. 

After 22 years in Oglethorpe County, and 28 years in education, Thiel 

is retiring.

By Ellie English 

The Oglethorpe Echo 

After 32 years in education, in-
cluding 25 years with the Oglethor-
pe County School System, Assistant 
Superintendent Kanya Cornish is 
retiring from a career she said was 
inspired by family, faith and a de-
sire to serve.

“I wanted to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of others,” Cor-
nish said.

Cornish said her grandmother, 
who taught first and second grades 
in Greene County for 40 years, was 
one of the biggest influences on her 
decision to pursue education.

“Education really does run deep 
in my family,” Cornish said. “I was 
born in Rayong, Thailand, and Thai 
was my first language. My mother 
is a native of Thailand and her par-
ents were educators in their village. 
Looking back, I just think education 
was woven into my story long be-
fore I realized it.”

Cornish, however, originally pur-
sued a different path. She majored 
in English at Spelman College in 
Atlanta with plans to attend law 
school. 

However, that changed when she 
returned to Greene County to sup-
port her family after her grand-
mother suffered a stroke, during her 
senior year of college.

Cornish then taught for six years 
at Greene County Comprehensive 
High School, and in 2001, she was 
recruited to teach Coordinated Ca-
reer Academic Education (CCAE) 
in Oglethorpe County by Keith 
Goodwin, who was principal of 
OCHS at that time. 

Cornish said she found a home 
here.

“What really kept me in Ogletho-
rpe County was the strong sense of 
community and the commitment to 
students,” she said.

During her time with the dis-
trict, she was named OCHS Teach-
er of the Year in both the 2005-06 
and 2010-11 school years. She also 
received the Outstanding Educa-
tor Award from the Georgia Re-
tired Educators Association and the 

Oglethorpe County Retired Educa-
tors Association in 2005.

Cornish also continued her own 
education, earning a doctorate in 
educational leadership, administra-
tion and policy from the Universi-
ty of Georgia.

These experiences and recogni-
tion have shaped her approach to 
leadership. 

Sitting on her desk is a quote she 
reads every day: “Leadership is 
about making others better as a re-
sult of your presence, and making 
sure that impact lasts in your ab-
sence.”

As assistant superintendent, she 
said she’s worked to support stu-
dents by overseeing the Multi-
Tiered System of Support to ensure 
each student is successful. 

Others have noticed her work.
“She is so meticulous,” Superin-

tendent Beverley Levine said. “She 
has done an incredible job leading 
a multi-tiered system of support and 
has been recognized by the state for 
the outstanding job she has done.” 

Cornish said she hopes her lega-
cy will not just be remembered by 

her own accomplishments, but by 

the people she influenced during 

her career. 

“If I  have contributed any-

thing meaningful, I really hope it 

is a stronger foundation of leaders, 

teachers and systems that will con-

tinue serving students long after I’m 

gone,” she said.  

While Cornish is looking forward 

to spending more time with family 

during retirement, she said she does 

not plan to completely step away 

from serving others.

“While I may not have a formal 

role here, I will always find ways 

to support whether it’s the students, 

the educators or this wonderful 

community, whenever the opportu-

nities arise,” she said. 

Cornish said she was incredibly 

grateful for the staff at Oglethorpe 

County, the students and families. 

“I’m especially grateful for our 

superintendent, Beverley Levine, 

for believing in me, supporting me 

and for providing opportunities for 

me to grow as a leader,” Cornish 

said.

NOW HIRING
FULL-TIME ELECTION ASSISTANT

Oglethorpe County Board of Elections

The Oglethorpe County Board of Elections is 

accepting applications for the position of 

Full-Time Election Assistant.

This position works closely with the Election 

Supervisor and the Secretary of State’s Election 

Offi  ce assisting with the daily operations of the 

Elections Offi  ce, including voter registration, 

election preparation, poll worker coordination, 

maintaining election records, and providing 

assistance to the public. Duties may also 

include evening and weekend work during 

election cycles.

Minimum Qualifi cations:

• High school diploma or equivalent

• Strong computer and organizational skills

• Excellent customer service and 

 communication abilities

• Ability to maintain confi dentiality and 

 work accurately under deadlines

• Knowledge of election procedures p

 referred, but not required

Benefi ts:

• Competitive salary

• County benefi ts package

• Training opportunities provided

Applications may be obtained from the 

Oglethorpe County Board of Elections Offi  ce 

or on the county website.

Application Deadline:

Open until Filled

Submit Applications To:

Oglethorpe County Board of Elections

41 Fairground Road

Lexington, GA 30648

JASMINE MILBOURNE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

Assistant Superintendent Kanya Cornish introduces the Young Georgia Author winners from the middle 

and high schools at the April Board of Education meeting this year. Cornish is retiring from Oglethorpe 

County Schools after 25 years of service in teaching and administration.

Cornish retiring after 25 years 
with Oglethorpe County Schools

www.sandycrossbaptist.com
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777 Athens Road

Lexington, GA 30648

706-743-6174
Hours: 

Mon. - Sat. 11am-10pm; 

Sun. 11:30am-9pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Pre-Order Sale 

Deer Season is right around the corner!  

We will be having a pre-order sale on all deer 

blinds, well houses and accessories from              

June 12th- June 26th, 2026. 

A discount of up to 10% will be applied to any order 

placed during the sale. A 50% deposit will be        

required in order receive discount. 

Call today to place your order! 

By Ethan Greene

The Oglethorpe Echo

Crawford resident Shannon Ar-
nold collects something unique: 
running bibs. 

They sit in a stack in the back of 
his car, nestled among pairs of run-
ning shoes and the occasional medal. 

“I want to get all of them and put 
them in a room,” said Arnold, who 
recently finished third overall in the 
Maxeys Model Mile 5K. 

Souvenirs and prizes aren’t what 
he’s after, though. Instead, he sim-
ply wants to run and compete. 

Arnold’s running career started 
three years ago when a friend asked 
him to participate in a local Hallow-
een 5K, despite his lack of running 
background.

“I was always athletic, but I was 
a loner (in high school), so I really 
didn’t participate in a whole lot of 
sports,” Arnold said. “I played some 
at home, but I didn’t do anything 
(competitively).”

After some mild convincing, Ar-
nold agreed and ended up placing in 
his age group.

“I was shocked,” Arnold said.
A few months later, Arnold re-

turned to his hometown of Com-
er to run in the annual Comer Rein-
deer Run, where he finished second 
in his age group.

Now, he runs a race nearly ev-
ery weekend, not just in Georgia, 
but in South Carolina, Florida, and 
even San Antonio, Texas, where his 
daughter lives. During the week, he 
works for J&J Portable Sanitation 
Products, which, much to his de-
light, is close to his home. 

That’s because regardless of 
how busy the week is, he tries to 
get in additional training, keeping 
his mileage consistent. Occasional-
ly, he’ll travel up U.S. 78 to run in 
Athens. Other times, he runs around 
Crawford or officiates high school 
softball and basketball. 

He’s built up a new communi-
ty on the roads and trails, making 
friends with runners from across 
the Southeast. He’s a member of 
the Athens Road Runners in Geor-
gia and the Upstate Running Club 
in northern South Carolina. 

“It feels good, especially with me 
being out of state,” Arnold said. “It 
feels good for me to go over there 
(South Carolina) and people recog-

nize me.”
He keeps in touch with his run-

ning friends using text messages and 
Facebook, sharing calendars and co-
ordinating races. He’s often accom-
panied by Royston residents Cliff 
and Sheila Finney, whom he met at 
the Hartwell Dam Run in 2024. 

“Shannon was kind of quiet and 
just very humble, and you know, he 
just runs really fast,” Sheila Finney 
said. “He just floats by people like 
you’re not even running, like he’s 
running on air.”

To her, Arnold’s attitude is what 
makes him stand out. 

“People who are fast, they kind of 
get cocky,” Sheila said. “But Shan-
non’s never been that way; he’s down 

to earth. I love that about him.”
On race mornings, his demeanor 

stays the same.
“I mean, he’s the calmest person 

I’ve ever met,” she said. “He doesn’t 
get or appear to be nervous.” 

Arnold arrives an hour early to 
every race. If he can, he tries to eat 
a protein-packed meal four hours 
before the race starts, and he focus-
es on electrolytes rather than water.

Once he arrives, he keeps it sim-
ple and relaxes.

“I don’t care how big the race 
is,” Arnold said. “I guess in the be-
ginning, I was because I was wor-
ried about the next person. Now, 
I’m running my race. They told me, 
‘Run your race, don’t worry about 
the next person.’”

He stretches out 30 minutes be-
fore the start, and lines up near the 
middle of the pack.

“I’m a slow starter, so they’re al-
ways ahead of me,” Arnold said.

Once he finds his pace, however, 
it’s nothing but smooth sailing.

“I’m just cruising,” Arnold said. 
“I don’t wear earbuds, I don’t wear 

my glasses — I can’t see my watch 
— I’m just running my race.” 

That composure is what allows 
Arnold, who turns 58 next month, 
to excel. 

“He holds himself back, and he 
just knows how to pace himself,” 
Sheila said. “He can come from 
almost the back of the pack to the 
front of the pack, because he just 
stays calm and he doesn’t let that 
adrenaline take over.”

He generally prefers the road or 
trails when running; in fact, his first 
time racing on a track was in April, 
when he qualified for the 2027 Na-
tional Senior Games in Tulsa, Okla-
homa, in three events: the 400-me-
ter, 200-meter and 100-meter sprints.

“I don’t really like the track field 
because I’m just going in a circle,” 
Arnold said. “I don’t like that — I 
like the scenery.”

Arnold has time to prepare for 
Tulsa in July 2027. Until then, he 
will keep finding his rhythm from 
the middle of the pack, and adding 
to his collection of trunk bibs — 
wherever the road takes him. 

Floating on a cloud: Arnold’s unlikely running journey

ETHAN GREENE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

Crawford resident Shannon Arnold holds up some of the many run-

ning bibs he’s collected during three years of races. Arnold placed 

third in the Maxeys Model Mile 5K in May and will compete in the 

National Senior Games in Tulsa, Oklahoma in July 2027.
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SHERIFFS

Monroe County Retired Sheriff
John Carey Benedict
Morgan County Retired Sheriff Robert 
Markley
Morgan County Sheriff Tyler Hooks
Murray County Sheriff Jimmy Davenport
Paulding County Sheriff Ashley Henson
Putnam County Sheriff Howard Sills
Schley County Sheriff Scott Nelson
Screven County Sheriff Norman Royal
Seminole County Sheriff Heath Elliott
Spalding County Sheriff Darrell Dix
Stephens County Sheriff Rusty Fulbright
Taylor County Sheriff Bubba Sawyer
Taylor County Former Sheriff Jeff Watson
Towns County Interim Sheriff Anthony 
Coleman
Twiggs County Sheriff Darren Mitchum
Walker County Sheriff Steve Wilson
Walton County Sheriff Keith Brooks
Walton County Former Sheriff Joe Chapman
Washington County Sheriff Joel Cochran
Wayne County Sheriff Chuck Mosley
Wheeler County Sheriff Glenn Giles
White County Sheriff Rick Kelley
Wilcox County Sheriff Jeff Wessell

ORGANIZATIONS

Turning Point Action

Frontline Policy Action

GA Second Amendment

FEDERAL & STATEWIDE OFFICIALS

Rep. Rick Allen

Rep. Andrew Clyde

Rep. Clay Fuller

Rep. Brian Jack

Rep. Austin Scott

Commisioner of Agriculture Tyler Harper

Republican AG Nominee Brian Strickland

Former Rep. Lynn Westmoreland

GEORGIA STATE SENATORS

Sen. John Albers

Sen. Jason Anavitarte

Sen. Lee Anderson

Sen. Timothy Bearden

Sen. Matt Brass

Sen. Max Burns

Sen. Jason Dickerson

Sen. Clint Dixon

Sen. Greg Dolezal

Sen. Drew Echols

Sen. Steve Gooch

Sen. Russ Goodman

Sen. Marty Harbin

Sen. Bo Hatchett

Sen. Billy Hickman

Sen. Mike Hodges

Sen. Chuck Hufstetler

Sen. John F. Kennedy

Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick

Sen. Steven McNeel

Sen. Randy Robertson

Sen. Ed Setzler

Sen. Shawn Still

Sen. Carden Summers

Sen. Blake Tillery

Sen. Larry Walker III

Sen. Ben Watson

Sen. Sam Watson

Sen. Rick Williams

GEORGIA HOUSE MEMBERS

Chairman Victor Anderson
Representative James Burchett
Representative Charlice Byrd
Representative Chas Cannon

Chairman Mike Cheokas
Representative David Clark

Chairman Clint Crowe
Chairman Buddy DeLoach
Chairman Robert Dickey

Representative Emory Dunahoo
Chairman Gerald Greene
Chairman Lee Hawkins

Representative Jutt Howard
Chairman Rick Jasperse
Chairman Todd Jones

Representative Noelle Kahaian
Representative John LaHood

Chairman Eddie Lumsden
Representative Rey Martinez

Chairman Karen Mathiak
Representative Danny Mathis

Representative Martin Momtahan
Representative Mark Newton

Chairman Jesse Petrea
Chairman Alan Powell

Representative Matt Reeves
Chairman Trey Rhodes

Representative Gary Richardson
Representative Jason Ridley

Representative Devan Seabaugh
Chairman Lynn Smith

Chairman Tyler Paul Smith
Chairman Ron Stephens
Chairman Steve Tarvin

Representative Dale Washburn
Representative Marcus Wiedower

Chairman Noel Williams Jr.
Representative Bruce Williamson

Franklin County Sheriff Scott Andrews
Gilmer County Sheriff Stacy Nicholson
Glynn County Sheriff Neal Jump
Greene County Sheriff Donnie Harrison
Greene County Former Sheriff Chris 
Houston
Haralson County Sheriff Stacy Williams
Harris County Sheriff Mike Jolley
Hart County Sheriff Chris Carroll
Heard County Sheriff Ross Henry
Houston County Sheriff Matthew Moulton
Irwin County Sheriff Cody Youghn
Jackson County Sheriff Kevin McCook
Jackson County Former Sheriff Janis 
Mangum
Jasper County Sheriff Donnie Pope
Jeff Davis County Sheriff Preston 
Bohannon
Johnson County Sheriff Greg Rowland
Jones County Sheriff Butch Reece
Lamar County Sheriff Brad White
Lanier County Sheriff Nick Norton
Lincoln County Sheriff Clay Smith
Long County Sheriff Craig Nobles
Lowndes County Sheriff Ashley Paulk
Miller County Sheriff Garison Clenney
Monroe County Sheriff Brad Freeman

Appling County Sheriff Mark Melton
Atkinson County Sheriff David Moore
Bacon County Sheriff Andy Batten
Banks County Sheriff Carlton Speed
Barrow County Sheriff Jud Smith
Bartow County Sheriff Clark Millsap
Bleckley County Sheriff Daniel Cape
Brantley County Sheriff Len Davis
Butts County Sheriff Gary Long
Butts County Former Sheriff Gene Pope
Candler County Sheriff John Miles
Catoosa County Sheriff Gary Sisk
Charlton County Sheriff Robert Phillips
Chattooga County Sheriff Mark Schrader
Cherokee County Sheriff Frank Reynolds
Clinch County Sheriff Raymond Peterson
Coffee County Sheriff Fred Cole
Colquitt County Sheriff Rod Howell
Columbia County Sheriff Clay Whittle
Coweta County Former Sheriff Mike Yeager
Crisp County Sheriff Billy Hancock
Decatur County Sheriff Wiley Griffin
Dooly County Sheriff Craig Peavy
Early County Sheriff William Price
Echols County Sheriff Randy Courson
Elbert County Sheriff Jamie Callaway
Emanuel County Sheriff Jeffrey Brewer

www.burtjonesforga.com


 Page 8                       the oglethoRPe echo                                                        thuRSday, June 11, 2026   

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above...”
- James 1:17

Community
Church Directory

CHURCH OF THE WEEK
BAIRDS BAPTIST CHURCH

Antioch Baptist Church
135 Railroad Rd., 

Stephens, GA 30667

Arnold’s Grove Baptist Church
625 Wolfskin Rd, 

Arnoldsville, GA 30619

Arnoldsville Baptist Church
240 Yancey Rd., 

Arnoldsville, GA 30619

Athens Friends Meeting Quakers
2092 Athens Road

Arnoldsville, GA 30619

Baird’s Baptist Church
1031 Community Drive, 

(physical address: 42 Bairdstown Loop) 
Union Pt, GA 30669

Bethany Baptist Church
3193 Centerville Rd., 
Lexington, Ga  30648

Born Again Church
1180 Athens Road

Crawford, GA 30630

Burts United Methodist Church 
77 Veribest – Enterprise Road, 

Carlton, GA 30627

Clarke Grove Baptist Church 
726 Crawfordville Hwy., 

Stephens, GA 30667

Cloud’s Creek Baptist Church
274 Cloud’s Creek Rd, 
Crawford, GA 30630

Collier Baptist Church
115 Collier Church Rd., 

Comer, GA 30629

Corinth Baptist Church
2040 Belmont Road

Arnoldsville, GA  30619

County Line Baptist Church
3248 Walker Road
Rayle, GA  30660

Crawford Baptist Church
124 Church Street, 

Crawford, GA 30630

Crawford Church of Christ
PO Box 76, 979 Athens Rd., 

Crawford, GA 30630

Crawford Pentecostal Church
804 Athens Rd., 

Crawford, GA 30630

Fork Bethel Baptist Church
3003 Centerville Road
Lexington, GA  30648

Friendship Baptist Church
P.O. Box 47, 

Lexington, GA 30648

Genesis Church
520 North Street, 

Crawford, GA 30630

Gholston Baptist Church
45 Gholston Church Rd., 

Comer, GA 30627

Glade Baptist Church
1742 Lexington – Carlton Rd., 

Carlton, GA 30627

Glade United Methodist Church
1735 Lexington Carlton Rd

Carlton, GA 30627

Grove Chapel Church
136 Grove Chapel Church Rd

Winterville, GA  30638

Harmonia Baptist Church
324 Church Street, 
Maxeys GA 30671

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses
585 Elberton Road

Lexington, GA  30648

Lexington Baptist Church
103 West Church Street, 

Lexington, GA 30648

Lighthouse Evangelical Church
Elberton Rd,

 Lexington, GA 30648

Living Water Baptist Church
734 Yancey Road

Arnoldsville, GA  30619

Love & Action United Church
1071 Athens Road,

Crawford, GA 30630

Maxeys Christian Church
160 Church Street
 Maxeys, GA 30671

Millstone Baptist Church
479 Gene Smith Road

Carlton, GA 30627

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
P.O. Box 42, 

Lexington, GA 30648

Mt. Pleasant Community Church
1244 Comer Rd., 

Crawford, GA 30630 

Mt. Zion Baptist Church
388 Stephens Salem Road, 

Stephens, GA  30667

New Anon Grove Baptist Church
24 Fairgrounds Rd., 

Lexington, GA 30648

New Bethlehem Baptist Church
1108 Lexington-Carlton Rd, 

Carlton, GA 30627

New Hope Baptist Church
383 New Hope Vesta Rd., 

Carlton, GA 30627

New Life Church
1186 Athens Road

Crawford, GA  30630

New Springhill Baptist Church
2491 Crawfordville Rd., 
Philomath, GA 30660 

New Zion Church
735 Smokey Road, 

Crawford, GA  30630

Oconee Baptist Church
58 Lower Wire Bridge Road, 

Stephens, GA  30667

Oglethorpe Fellowship Church
64 Brown’s Chapel Road

Lexington, GA  30648

Palmetto Christian Church
884 Arnold Caldwell Rd

Carlton, GA 30627

Pentecost Chapel Congregational 
Holiness Church

389 Stephens Grove Church Road
Lexington, GA 30648

Piney Grove Baptist Church 
241 Piney Grove Rd., 

Comer, GA 30629

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
 338 Collier Church Road, 

Comer, Ga  30629

Rocky Branch Baptist Church
58 Millstone Church Rd., 

Carlton, GA 30627

Safe House of Grace
224 Hargrove Place

Winterville, GA 30683

Salem Baptist Church 
694 Salem Church Rd., 
Lexington, GA 30648

Sandy Cross Baptist Church
791 Lexington Carlton Rd., 

Carlton, GA 30627

Sonlight Baptist Church
1134 Hargrove Lake Road

Colbert, GA  30628

Springhill Baptist Church
187 Old Springhill Church Rd., 

Rayle, GA 30660

Springs of Life Fellowship
217 Arnoldsville Road
Arnoldsville, GA 30619

St. James AME
P.O. Box 37, 

Arnoldsville, GA 30619

St. John African 
Methodist Episcopal Church

632 Crawford-Smithonia Rd.,
Crawford, GA  30630

St. Paul CME Church
660 Comer Rd., 

Lexington, GA 30648

Stevens Grove Baptist Church 
707 Stevens Grove Church Rd., 

Lexington GA 30648

SWAG Ministry
1186 Athens Road

Crawford, GA 30630

Temple United Methodist Church
2467 Wire Bridge Road
Arnoldsville, Ga 30619 

Thankful Baptist Church
1218 Union Point Rd., 
Stephens, GA 30667

Thankful Grove Baptist Church
2026 Lexington Carlton Rd., 

Carlton, GA 30627

The Light of the World Church
714 Washington Road
Lexington, GA 30648

Vesta Baptist Church
35 New Hope Road
Carlton, GA 30627

Welcome Avenue 
Congregational Holiness Church
1140 Crawford Smithonia Road

Crawford, GA 30630

706-743-8542
Store hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:30, 
Sat 8:00-Noon, Closed Sunday

36 Arnoldsville Rd, Suite #7, Crawford, GA 30630

Phone (706) 742-7578 ~ Fax (706) 899-0047

706-338-3110

GERALD TAYLOR

706-340-2519

145 Coile Drive, Crawford | 706-743-6085
Mon-Sat 8 am-5:30 pm

STRICKLAND ACE HARDWARE 

Glenn Plybon

770-307-7458

Licensed Master Plumber
Service Repair, Remodel, etc.

bridgeselectricalcontractors.com

706-283-5142
P.O. Box 1108, 1265 Washington 

Highway, Elberton, GA 30635
www.berryfh .com

Berry Funeral Home
& CREMATORY

Serving breakfast, lunch and supper

Colbert, GA 30628

Neighborhood Deli

Offi ce: 706 353-7760

email: robee.brown2@countryfi nancial.com 

Wide variety of storage unit sizes and types! 
https://www.eastathenspersonalstorage.com/

706.742.5425

280 Cherokee Rd. Winterville, GA 30683

 740 Athens Road, Lexington, GA 30648

706-743-8352

M-F: 7:30 am - 8 pm • Sundays: 8 am - 8 pm

706-743-8155 | www.georgiaprinters.com
1263 Athens Rd, Crawford, GA 30630

Springs of LSprings of Lifife e FellowshipFellowship
Walking together to grow in the grace and Walking together to grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 3:182 Peter 3:18

Sun. 10AM | Wed. 7PM | 706-401-0922 
217 Arnoldsville Rd., Arnoldsville, GA 30619

706-743-8021
1562 Athens Road

Crawford, GA 30630

CRAWFORD

CHURCH OF CHRIST

www.crawfordchurch.com

Callaway Drive, Crawford | 706-743-7400

Oglethorpe Children’s Academy

www.smithoniafarm.com • 706-788-3050 

2289 Crawford Smithonia Rd. Colbert, GA, 30628

HISTORIC

Wedding & Event Venue

WEDDINGS & EVENTS 
25 Onnie Colquitt Rd, Crawford, GA 30630 | 706-206-6062
thegroveatbaileyfarms.events@gmail.com

thegroveatbaileyfarms.com

Headmaster’s Corner
By Steve Cummings

WELCOME, COACH 
TERANCE MATHIS!  
Athens Christian School is de-

lighted to announce the hiring of 
Terance Mathis as our new head 
football coach!

Coach Mathis starred as a 
quarterback at Redan High 
School before moving to wide 
receiver at the University of New 
Mexico. After being named as a 
college All-American in 1989, 
Coach Mathis was drafted by the 
New York Jets in 1990. He later 
played eight seasons with the At-
lanta Falcons, including the 1998 
Super Bowl season.

With all of the accomplish-
ments Coach Mathis has had 
during his football career, the 
most important thing is his char-
acter and his faith. Coach Mathis 
is already changing the football 
culture at ACS, and we are excit-
ed about the future!

Headmaster’s Corner is a paid 
advertisement for Athens Chris-
tian School.

claSSIfIed
FOR SALE

100’s of DVDS for sale
50 cents each
various titles
133 Smokey Ridge Rd, Crawford 

(long driveway)
Friday 12th & Saturday 13th
9a - 4p

Come pick up 

your Field Grown 

Tomatoes

1129 Athens Rd., 

Crawford, GA 

708.382.0582

Real Farms. Real Fresh. Real Flavor.

Xavier Sapp

www.bridgeselectricalcontractors.com
www.berryfh.com
www.crawfordchurch.com
https://www.eastathenspersonalstorage.com
www.georgiaprinters.com
www.thegroveatbaileyfarms.com


  thuRSday, June 11, 2026                                                              the oglethoRPe echo                                                                 Page 9

As summer begins, I’m sure 
many of you have been spending 
more time outdoors, enjoying the 
sun and all the activities that come 
with it. Whether you are working 
with cattle, enjoying a hike through 
the woods or just taking care of the 
lawn, ticks can be a common prob-
lem people run into. 

There are several common tick 
species found in the Southeast, in-
cluding the American Dog Tick, the 
Lone Star Tick and the Blacklegged 
Tick (deer tick).

Ticks live in warmer, grassy cli-
mates where they can fully com-
plete their life cycle and share en-
vironments with humans or other 
warm-blooded animals. Most ticks’ 
life cycles have four stages, requir-
ing blood in all of them to mature 
into an adult, so that’s why they at-
tach themselves to warm-blooded 
creatures.

The American Dog Tick and the 
Lone Star Tick are common in the 
Southeast. Female Lone Star Ticks 
have a solid white spot on their 
back, and the males have white 
markings near the rear. Black-
legged deer ticks are common in 
our area as well, but they are winter 
ticks that are less threatening than 
most people believe. 

All three of these types of ticks 
have the potential to transmit dis-
eases, including Lyme disease, hu-
man ehrlichiosis, and Rocky Moun-
tain spotted fever (RMSF).

Lyme disease is one of the bet-
ter-known diseases linked to ticks 
and, more specifically, the Black-
legged tick. This disease is caused 
by a bacterial infection called spi-
rochete and can be identified by a 
distinctive skin lesion at the site of 
the tick bite. Infection symptoms 
can include fever, rash, chills, fa-
tigue, headache and arthritic-like 
pain. As previously mentioned, the 
Blacklegged tick isn’t prevalent in 
warm weather, so it doesn’t present 
as much of a threat as its reputation 
suggests.

Symptoms of RMSF and human 
ehrlichiosis both include fever, rash 
and headache, which usually de-
velop a few days after being bitten. 
Many victims of RMSF and human 
ehrlichiosis have mistaken their 
symptoms for the flu. You should 
talk to a doctor if you experience 
these symptoms and have been in 
an environment where ticks would 

be found.
Preventive tactics to reduce ex-

posure to ticks include wearing 
light-colored, long pants and long-
sleeved shirts. Light clothing also 
makes ticks easy to spot. Use per-
methrin on your shoes and cloth-
ing, check thoroughly for ticks af-
ter being in tick environments, and 
wash your clothing immediate-
ly once you arrive home. Taking 
these precautions can help reduce 
your chances of encountering a tick 
and contracting disease. If ticks are 
an issue around your home, there 
are pesticides approved for dogs. It 
also helps to keep the lawn mowed 
short.

If you find a tick on yourself, 
do not destroy it. Although killing 
it can be the common instinct, it’s 
better to detach the tick using twee-
zers and store it in a vial of alcohol. 
This precautionary measure can 
help with tick identification if dis-
ease symptoms start to appear. 

When removing the tick, care-
fully pull and do not pluck from 
the skin, or the head could stay at-
tached. Ticks have a barbed mouth, 
and quick pulls may allow the 
mouth to separate from the body 
and remain inside the person’s skin, 
which can lead to infection. After 
detachment, a disinfectant should 

be applied to the bite site. 
If you believe it has been at-

tached for more than six hours, stay 
alert for any flu-like symptoms that 
may arise. After six hours of attach-
ment, ticks are more prone to trans-
mit a disease to their host. If symp-
toms start to appear, call your doc-
tor and seek further medical advice.

Tick prevention is most effective 
when consistently practiced, espe-
cially during the warmer months. 
Since ticks are a part of nature and 
common outdoor environments, be-
ing able to take preventative steps 
can significantly reduce the risk of 
disease. By keeping these things 
in mind this summer, you can en-
joy the outdoors and the fun activ-
ities safely! For more information 
and safety tips, contact our local of-
fice or visit the University of Geor-
gia Extension website for online 
publications.

Brooke DuMay is the UGA Ex-
tension Oglethorpe County sum-
mer intern. Shanna Reynolds is the 
Oglethorpe County extension coor-
dinator for the University of Geor-
gia Extension. Contact her at 706-
743-8341 or shanna.reynolds@
uga.edu. 

Brooke DuMay

communIty calendaR

Oglethorpe County Rainfall Reporting Network

Name (CoCoRaHS Number) Location                           June 1  – 8            
Kevin Hartley (OG-4)      Arnoldsville      0.00

Danny Morcom (OG-5)      Arnoldsville      0.00 

Paul Webb (OG-10)      Lexington         0.00 

Wayne Hughes (OG-12)       Wolfskin       0.04 

Gwen Hirsch (OG-15)        Smithonia       0.00 

Katherine Clark (OG-29)       Lexington       0.00

Bobby Shinholser (OG-31)    Hutchins             0.00 

Oglethorpe County average rainfall for the week: 0.00 inches. 

Athens rainfall for the week: 0.00 inches (typical weekly 0.92).

Measurements reported at 7 a.m. Monday.  

Growing Oglethorpe
Understanding and preventing 
tick-borne diseases

calendaR  

SubmISSIonS

To be included in The Echo’s 

weekly calendar, send details 

(event or club name, time, 

date and place, other infor-

mation) about your meeting 

or event to editor@oglethor-

peecho.com.

communIty newS
Deb’s cOmmuniTy OuTreach

uPcomIng

Crawford Pentecostal Church 
will host a food bank from 4-6 p.m. 
Thursday, June 11, while supplies 
last.

The Marigold Auditorium in 
Winterville is holding auditions 
for “1776: The Musical” from 5:30-
9:30 p.m. Thursday, June 11. Go to 
wintervillecenter.com for more in-
formation and to register.

Frankie and the Fantoms will 
play the music of “The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show” live during 
a showing of the movie at the Mari-
gold Auditorium in Winterville at 8 
p.m. Friday, June 12. Go to winter-
villecenter.com for more informa-
tion.

The second annual Bonds 
Movement Youth Football Camp 
is scheduled for June 13 at Ogletho-
rpe County High School. The camp 
is free. Call 706-424-2816 for more 
information. 

Rocky Branch Baptist Church 
in Carlton will hold its 173rd 
church anniversary on Sunday, June 
14. Pastor Andrew Holmes and St. 
Paul Methodist Church will preach 
the first program at 11 a.m. The sec-
ond program will start at 2:30 p.m. 
with pastor Abraham Mosley and 
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church. Din-
ner will be served at 1 p.m. 

New Springhill Baptist Church 
in Philomath will hold a Juneteenth 
Celebration of Freedom from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, June 20. 
There will be music and food. 

Arts! Oglethorpe will pres-
ent “Come From Away” on June 
19-21 and 25-27 at the Crawford 
School. Go to artsoglethorpe.org for 
more information.

The OCHS basketball camp for 
ages 7-13 is scheduled for 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. June 25-26 at the OCHS 
gym. The cost is $30 per child and 
$20 for two or more kids. The reg-
istration deadline is Thursday, June 
18. Go to forms.gle/yDBtkCA-
zMizMhXNH9 to register. Email 
Brianna Dickens at bdickens@
oglethorpe.k12.ga.us with questions 
or for more information. 

A 2-mile race will be held at 
the new cross country course at 
Oglethorpe County Middle School 
at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, June 27. The 
top 10 males and top 10 females 
will receive medals. Cost is $10. 
Register at ga.milesplit.com. For 
more information, email karl@fast-
feet.us.

New Anon Grove  Bapt is t 
Church will hold its annual reviv-
al at 7 p.m. June 29-July 1. Guest 
ministers each night: June 29, Wil-
lie Kendrick of St. John Church; 
June 30, Dwight Sims of Thank-
ful Baptist Church; and July 1, Lar-
ry Clarke of New Zion Church. The 
public is invited.

Watson Mill Bridge State Park 
will hold a Fourth of July celebra-
tion from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, July 4. 
Games, such as sack races, cornhole 
and horseshoes, will be provided. 
Parking fee required.

The annual Fourth of July cele-
bration and fireworks will be held 
at the Oglethorpe County Rec De-

partment, starting at 5:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 4. Fireworks will be at 
dark. No personal fireworks, alco-
holic beverages or tobacco prod-
ucts.

A presentation on the Battle of 
Kettle Creek will be given by Jon-
athan Scott, Winterville’s Cultur-
al Heritage Director, from 6-7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 9 at the Oglethorpe 
County Library. 

The 11th annual MOAS Bark 
& Wine will be held from 5-9 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 15 at Countryside 
Manor in Winterville. The annual 
fundraiser will be catered by Car-
rabba’s. All proceeds will go to the 
shelter. Tickets are $60 in advance 
and $70 the day of the event. Go 
to moaspets.com/barkandwine for 
more information.

RegulaR meetIngS

The Rotary Club of Oglethorpe 
County meets twice a month (7:30 
a.m. second and fourth Fridays of 
the month) at the Georgia Farm Bu-
reau in Crawford.

The American Legion Veterans 
serves breakfast from 8-9:30 a.m. 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of 
every month at Post 123 (106 Com-
er Road). This is open to the public.

Storytime with Ms. Beth is held 
at 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday at 
the Oglethorpe County Library. 

The Oglethorpe County Senior 
Center provides meals and activ-
ities for anyone 60 years old and 
older. The center is open from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday. 

 n Thursday, June 11: Closed 
for trip.

 n Friday, June 12: Laid back 
Friday: breaded chicken drumstick, 
white rice and herbed green beans.

 n Monday, June 15:  Cra-
zy Clothes Pin Crafts; lunch: tur-
key hot dog, wheat bun, beef chili 
with beans, coleslaw and pineap-
ple fruit cup or beef Bourguignon, 
mashed cauliflower, five-way vege-
table blend and wheat roll.

 n Tuesday, June 16: Bingo! 
with Keon Salyors of Pruitt Health; 
lunch: picnic box with sliced tur-
key, wheat bread, Swiss cheese, let-
tuce, mayo, mustard, Italian rotini 
salad, pineapple or charbroiled beef 
patty, white rice, black pepper gra-
vy, Swiss, broccoli, cauliflower and 
carrots.

 n We d n e s d a y,  J u n e  1 7 : 
Walmart Wednesday; lunch: grilled 
chicken strips, romaine lettuce, par-
mesan, caesar dressing, croutons 
and fresh fruit.

 n Thursday, June 18: Father’s 
Day celebration; lunch: seasoned 
baked chicken, orzo, rosemary shal-
lot sauce and herbed broccoli or sal-
ad bar.

 n Friday, June 19: Juneteenth; 
lunch: BBQ Chicken, garlic roasted 
potatoes, turnip greens and herbed 
corn or salad bar.

 A 1-year-old mixed breed boy with a big personality and an 

even bigger heart! Tank came to us as a stray, and now he’s 

ready to fi nd the loving forever home he deserves.

 This sweet and playful boy is always up for fun. Whether 

he’s chasing toys, exploring outside, or showing off  his goofy side, Tank brings 

happiness wherever he goes. After playtime, he’s more than happy to settle in for 

cuddles and soak up all the aff ection he can get.

 Tank is still young and full of life, making him the perfect companion for 

someone looking for an adventurous best friend and a snuggle buddy all in one. 

He’s ready to leave shelter life behind and start his next chapter with a family to 

love.

 If you’re looking for a loyal, lovable dog who’s equal parts playful and 

aff ectionate, come meet Tank!

Adoption fee- $100; Weight- 58 lbs.; Age- 1 year; Breed- mixed.  Come 
meet Tank at the shelter Wed.-Sat. from 12-5pm and Sun. from 12-4pm. 

BE A HERO, 

SAVE A PET

We’re proud to be your hometown veterinary team for 

small animals, exotics, and hobby farm pets! 

Appointments available Mon. - Fri. 8 to 5:30, 

and Sat. 8 to noon. 

311 GA-72 in Comer • 706-783-5111

www.ComerVetHospital.com

Providing Care with Community in Mind

Meet Tank

Madison Oglethorpe Animal Shelter 
1888 Colbert-Danielsville Rd., Danielsville, GA 30633

706-795-2868 • email: receptionist@moaspets.com

When you’re doing the work of 
the Lord, have no fear. He is al-
ways there to guide you through the 
process. 

Happy June birthday to Caro-
lyn Waller, Annie Mae Baughens, 
Ken Smith, Annie Ruth Smith, June 
Hubbard, Ralph Wood, Marion Jen-
nings and Andy Johnston.

Join us on Facebook, 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays, on the War Room Show 
with Delbra D and Sharon C, for 
the best in gospel music, a divine 
word, encouragement and love.

A Community Yard Sale will 
start at 8 a.m. on Saturday, June 13 
at 632 Crawford-Smithonia Road 
in Crawford. For more information, 
call 706-202-6707.

Pastor James Wymbs and the 
New Bethlehem Baptist Church 
family in Carlton invite you to the 
following:

 n Vacation Bible School: 6:30-
8:30 p.m. nightly, June 8-12

 n Men’s Day Celebrations: 9 
a.m. Saturday, June 27 for a Men’s 
Breakfast. Minister Tellas Thom-
as will be the messenger and break-
fast will be served. 2 p.m. Sunday, 
June 28. Pastor Alexander Wymbs, 
Arnold’s Grove Baptist Church, Ar-
noldsville, will be the messenger. 

Dinner will be served 12:45-1:45 
p.m.

Pastor Stanley Armstrong and 
New Anon Grove Baptist Church 
are hosting their Spring Revival in 
June. Pastor Willie Kendrick and St 
John Church family will minister 
through word, worship and praise 
at 7 p.m. Monday, June 29.

Special prayers for the sick, shut-
ins and bereaved families. We hold 
you close to our hearts today and 
forever more.

Pastor David Bell and the Rocky 
Branch Baptist Church, 56 Mill-
stone Church Road, Carlton, invite 
you to join them for their 173rd 
Church Anniversary, 2:30 p.m. 

Sunday, June 14, with Pastor Abra-

ham Mosley and Mt. Pleasant Bap-

tist Church bringing the message. 

Dinner will be served. 

Piney Grove Baptist Church will 

celebrate their Hat Day Program 

at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, June 14. Sis 

Delbra Kendrick of the War Room 

Show will be hosting as soloist. Ev-

eryone is cordially invited.

Big ‘O’ Thought For The Week: 

Be adamant about the way you treat 

people you may not know. They 

may have to give you a drink of 

water one day. Greatness is yours.

— Delbra Kendrick

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Lone Star Tick is common in the Southeast. The female, shown 

here, has a white spot on her back. Preventative measures to avoid 

tick bites, and the diseases those bites might carry, include wearing 

light-colored, long clothing, using permethrin, checking thoroughly 

after being in tick environments, and washing your clothing imme-

diately.

The Rowdy Rooster

123 E. Main Street, Lexington, GA 30648

Friday 11-2 and Saturday 9-2

 Come out and enjoy our gourmet 
soups and sandwiches.

www.uga.edu
www.wintervillecenter.com
www.villecenter.com
www.peecho.com
www.moaspets.com/barkandwine
www.artsoglethorpe.org
www.forms.gle/ydbtkca
www.split.com
www.vethospital.com
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legalS SheRIff’S RePoRt

NEED LEGAL HELP?  GET LOCAL ATTENTION.

Northeast Georgia’s

Strong, Skilled, Strategic Defense.

Criminal Charges and Professional Licensing.  
Federal, State, and Municipal courts.  

Felonies, Misdemeanors, DUI, and Traffi  c. 

Trial and Appeals.

www.lesliejoneslaw.com

Phone: (706) 224-0321

Dennis Peter Helmreich
Attorney-at-Law

120 W. Main Street
Lexington, Georgia 30648

706-743-3410

You are the greatest project you will ever 
work on. Restart. Reset. Refocus. As many 

times as you need. Just never give up.

WILLIAMS TREE SERVICE

& LAND CLEARING

“From the top of the tree down to the roots - We Can Do It All”

- Cell Ph. - 706-255-6764 - text only

CARY WILLIAMS
Owner/Operator

• Fully Insured • Free Estimates • Full Equipped 
 • Specializing in Dangerous Tree Removals

 • Stump Grinding   • Land Clearing • Hauling  
• Chipping   Equipment

 • Bobcats   • Chipper  • Dump Trucks
Also Available: Mulch & Firewood - Delivery or Pick-up

All information is from the 

Oglethorpe County Sheriff’s Of-

fice arrest/booking reports and 

miscellaneous incident reports. 

All defendants are presumed in-

nocent.

 n Ervin Darnella Boyd, Her-

manville, Mississippi, was arrested 

June 1 and charged with failure to 

appear for fingerprintable charge, 3 

counts of possession of a schedule 

I controlled substance, marijuana — 

possess less than 1 oz, and posses-

sion and use of drug related objects.

 n Glor ia  Ann Davenpor t , 

Athens, was arrested June 1 and 
charged with public drunkenness — 
local ordinance.

 n David Joseph Hill, Hull, was 
arrested June 3 and charged with 
aggravated assault.

 n Heath Bradley Gilley, Com-
er, was arrested June 4 and charged 
with contempt of superior court for 
fingerprintable charge — misde-
meanor.

 n Dale Rae Sanders Hill, Com-
er, was arrested June 4 and charged 
with contempt of superior court for 
fingerprintable charge — misde-
meanor.

Valerie Lynn Argo
REALTOR®

706-338-4991 - cell
valerielynn@livingdownsouth.com

Real Estate for Every Southern Lifestyle

FREE ESTIMATES!

 116 Buddy Faust Road, Crawford, Georgia

GEORGIA TREE REMOVAL

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATEDFAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Contact Us: (404) 396-4939

www.georgia-tree-removal.com

31 Years of Experience

• • Tree Removal
••  Lawn Friendly Equipment
• • Tree Assessment
• • Tree Trimming

• • Firewood (pickup or delivery)
••  Storm Damage Clean Up
••  Tree Preservation
••  Commercial and Residential

General Primary Runoff  will be held on Tuesday, June 16, 2026 
at voters assigned precinct (7 a.m. - 7 p.m.).

Deadline to request Absentee Ballot for June Runoff  - June 5, 2026.
To review the sample ballot go to www.mvp.sos.ga.gov 

For more questions, please contact the Board of Elections offi  ce at 
706-743-8954.

Early Voting for the 
General Primary 

Runoff will be held 
Monday, June 8, 

2026 thru Friday, 
June 12, 2026 from 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily.  

Early voting will be held at the 

Board of Elections Offi  ce located at 

41 Fairground Road.

PUBLIC MEETING

The Mayor & Council of the City of Crawford will 
hold a work session on Tuesday, June 23, 2026 at 
7:00 p.m.  The meeting will be held at the Wastewa-
ter Plant at 1255 Athens Road (follow the driveway 
to the building). This meeting is open to the public.
Amy Wall-Lance,
City Clerk
City of Crawford
706-743-5260

NOTICE TO DEBTORS 

AND CREDITORS

All creditors of the estate of Daisy Mae Williford, 
late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment.
This the 3rd day of June, 2026.
Travis Williford
℅ Dennis Peter Helmreich
Attorney at Law
PO Box 266
Lexington, Georgia 30648

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS

All creditors of the estate of Frances Donald Moore, 
late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, are 
hereby notified to render their demand to the under-
signed according to the law, and all persons indebt-
ed to said estate are required to make immediate 
payment.
This the 8th day of June, 2026
Hayes Thriasher
322 Park Avenue
Crawford, Georgia 30630

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS

All creditors of the estate of Beverly Ann Kotch, 
late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment.
This the 13th day of May, 2026
Alan A. Kotch
45 Lake Oglethorpe Dr
Arnoldsville, Georgia 30619

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS

All creditors of the estate of Patrick Michael Hallo-
ran, late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment.
This the 12th day of May, 2026
First American Bank and Trust Company
Executor 
Elbert N. Whitmire, III
Fortson, Bentley and Griffin, P.A.
2500 Daniell’s Bridge Road
Building 200, Suite #A
Athens, Georgia 30606

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS

All creditors of the estate of Priscilla Louise Bowl-
ing, late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment.
This the 20th day of May, 2026
Jesse Bowling
418 Carolina Circle
Durham, North Carolina 27707

PETITION FOR DISCHARGE OF 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

[For discharge from office and all liability]
IN RE: Petition for Discharge of Personal Repre-
sentative from the Estate of Jane Chandler Ash
TO: Whom it may concern:
This is to notify you to file an objection, if there is 
any, to the above-referenced petition, in this Court 
on or before June 22, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to the pe-
tition must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections.  All objections should  be 
sworn to before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file as an indi-
gent party.  Contact probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees. If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later date.  If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court 
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 

SALE UNDER POWER

OGLETHORPE COUNTY, GEORGIA
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale contained 
in a Security Deed given by Wendell C. Gabriel  
to Buckhead Mortgage Associates, Inc., dated 
June 23, 2008, and recorded in Deed Book 19U, 
Page 357, Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records, 
subsequently modified by a Loan Modification 
Agreement recorded April 22, 2015 in Book 41, 
Page 177 in the amount of One Hundred Twen-
ty-Three Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-Three and 
90/100 ($123,963.90) Oglethorpe County, Georgia 
Records, subsequently modified by a Loan Modi-
fication Agreement recorded January 9, 2023 in 
Book 177, Page 501 in the amount of One Hundred 
Fourteen Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-Nine and 
15/100 ($114,559.15) Oglethorpe County, Georgia 

Records, as last transferred to Selene Finance LP 
by assignment recorded on September 14, 2016 
in Book 63 Page 134 in the Office of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Oglethorpe County, Georgia Re-
cords, conveying the after-described property to 
secure a Note in the original principal amount of 
One Hundred Thirty-Seven Thousand Eight Hun-
dred Thirty-Seven and 0/100 dollars ($137,837.00), 
with interest thereon as set forth therein, there will 
be sold at public outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash before the courthouse door of Oglethorpe 
County, Georgia, within the legal hours of sale on 
July 7, 2026, the following described property: 
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being 
in the 235th (Pleasant Hill) District, G.M., Ogletho-
rpe County, Georgia, containing 3.15 acres, more 
or less, being bounded, now or formerly on West by 
Sears Road; on the Southeast by the centerline of 
a stream; and on the North by Gabriel. Said tract, 
triangular in shape, is more particularly described as 
to courses, distances, metes and bounds by a plat 
of survey entitled “survey for Wendell Gabriel” dat-
ed January 5, 1999 prepared by Sherald G. Sharp, 
Registered Land Surveyor, recorded in Plat Book 19, 
Page 470 of Oglethorpe County, Georgia Plat Re-
cords, which plat is incorporated herein by reference 
thereto for a more complete and accurate description 
of said property. Said tract is a portion of the prop-
erty conveyed to Thomas C. Landrum to William C. 
Gabriel by Warranty Deed recorded May 11, 1992 in 
Deed Book 8-O, Page 137 of the Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia Deed Records; Said tract is also the same 
property conveyed by Warranty Deed from William 
C. Gabriel to Wendell C. Gabriel, recorded in Deed 
Book 16-B, Page 222-223 of the Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia Deed Records. 
The debt secured by said Security Deed has been 
and is hereby declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security Deed.  The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made for the 
purpose of paying the same and all expenses of 
this sale, as provided in Security Deed and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given).
The entity having full authority to negotiate, amend 
or modify all terms of the loan (although not required 
by law to do so) is: Selene Finance, L.P. they can 
be contacted at (877) 735-3637 for Loss Mitigation 
Dept, or by writing to 3501 Olympus Boulevard, 5 th  
Floor, Suite 500, Coppell, Texas 75019, to discuss 
possible alternatives to avoid foreclosure.
Said property will be sold subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are 
a lien, but not yet due and payable), any matters 
which might be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, restric-
tions, covenants, and matters of record superior to 
the Security Deed first set out above.
To the best knowledge and belief of the under-
signed, the party in possession of the property is 
Wendell C. Gabriel or tenant(s); and said property 
is more commonly known as 60 Sears Dr, Comer, 
GA 30629.
The sale will be conducted subject to (1) confirma-
tion that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code (2) final confirmation and audit of 
the status of the loan with the holder of the security 
deed and (3) any right of redemption or other lien 
not extinguished by foreclosure.
Selene Finance LP as Attorney in Fact for Wendell 
C. Gabriel.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
4360 Chamblee Dunwoody Road
Suite 310
Atlanta, GA 30341
404-789-2661
B&S file no.: 23-28340

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE  

RIGHT TO REDEEM

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF OGLETHORPE
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF RIGHT TO RE-
DEEM PROPERTY AFTER TAX SALE 
TO:  Hubert Howard, his heirs, executors, admin-
istrators, and assigns, and any and all other per-
sons, including the occupants, residents, or ten-
ants, if any, or any other person with an interest in 
the property located at 218 Piney Grove Road, in 
Oglethorpe County GA, more particularly described 
below: 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT the Right to Re-
deem the following property will expire and be 
forever foreclosed and barred after June 28, 2026:
 ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND with all 
improvements thereon situate, lying, and being at 
218 Piney Grove Road in the Grove Creek (236th) 
District, G. M., Oglethorpe County, Georgia con-
taining 2.00 acres, more or less, being bounded, 
now or formerly, as follows:  On the Southwest by 
Hewitt N. Smith; on the Northwest by Stephanie 
Carta Ramirez; on the Northeast by Robert Jason 
Guest & Gretty Alejandra Guest; and on the South-
east by Robert Pass.  Said tract is more particularly 
described as to courses, distances, metes, and 
bounds by a plat titled “Survey for Harry & Evelyn 
Rose” dated December 29, 1981, by James M. 
Paul, Registered Land Surveyor, recorded in Plat 
Book 10 at Page 72, Oglethorpe County, Georgia 
Records.  Said plat is incorporated herein by refer-

ence thereto.  Said tract is the same property con-
veyed from Hewitt Nelson Smith to Vasni Ramirez 
Lozano by Quitclaim Deed dated August 5, 2019, 
recorded in Deed Book 114 at Page 493, Ogletho-
rpe County, Georgia Records.  Appurtenant to said 
tract is a forty feet (40’) road right of way as shown 
on the above referenced plat. Parcel 088 029 
The tax deed to which this notice relates is dated 
October 3, 2017, and is recorded in Deed Book 83 
at Page 222, Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records. 
The property may be redeemed at any time prior to 
June 28, 2026, by payment of the redemption price 
as fixed and provided by law to the undersigned at 
the address shown herein below.
 This the 25th day of May, 2026.
 Vasni Ramirez Lozano
 c/o D P Helmreich P C
 P O Box 266
 Lexington GA 30648
 706.743.3410 

PETITION FOR LETTERS  

OF ADMINISTRATION 

NOTICE
TO: Whom it may concern: SUZI RUTHANN 
WHITE has petitioned to be appointed adminis-
trator of the estate of RENATE MARY SWAN de-
ceased, of said county.  (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver 
of statements, and/or grant of certain powers con-
tained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show cause why said 
petition should not be granted.  All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed with the 
Court on or before June 15, 2026.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to the pe-
tition must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file as an indi-
gent party.  Contact probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later date.  If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648

PETITION FOR LETTERS 

OF ADMINISTRATION

 
NOTICE
TO: Whom it may concern: LISA RICH has peti-
tioned to be appointed administrator of the estate 
of TOMMY DORSEY RICH deceased, of said coun-
ty.  (The petitioner has also applied for waiver of 
bond, waiver of reports, waiver of statements, and/
or grant of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. 
§ 53-12-261.)  All interested persons are hereby 
notified to show cause why said petition should not 
be granted.  All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the Court on or before 
June 15, 2026.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to the pe-
tition must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file as an indi-
gent party.  Contact probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later date.  If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 

FILE FOR YEAR’S SUPPORT

The petition of ROBERT A. TYNDELL, for a year’s 
support from the estate of SHIRLEY TYNDELL, 
deceased, for decedent’s surviving spouse, having 
been duly filed, all interested persons are hereby 
notified to show cause, if any they have, on or be-
fore June 29, 2026, why said petition should not 
be granted.
All objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed on or before the time stated in 
the preceding sentence.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify to file as an indi-
gent party.  Contact probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later date.  If 
no objections are filed the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648

706-765-8190
WWW.ATHENSPETCREMATION.COM

BANKSTON CONCRETE 

& CONSTRUCTION

(770) 337-8958
Building Slabs, Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Retainer Walls, Decorative Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES • 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
BIG OR SMALL JOBS

Quarterly Pest Management

Free inspections and

free estimates

www.athenspetcremation.com
www.lesliejoneslaw.com
www.mvp.sos.ga.gov
www.georgia-tree-removal.com
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By Lexie Shadix 

The Oglethorpe Echo 

More than 20 people — includ-
ing Crawford Mayor Alan Erwin 
and several city council members 
— watched Stephanie Mattox-Na-
tion cut the red ribbon Friday morn-
ing in front of The Local Spot, offi-
cially opening the restaurant.

“I’m just most excited about 
just loving on everyone that comes 
through the door, and just making 
them feel like they’re at home,” 
Mattox-Nation said. 

Located in Crawford at 1187 Ath-
ens Road, the new venue already 
had small groups of customers to 
prepare the restaurant and staff for 
Friday’s grand opening. 

“We’ve had two soft launches, 
Wednesday and Thursday, and we 
had a lot of people come in,” said 
Sofia Horsley, a front-of-house em-
ployee. “A lot of people were com-
plimenting the food … so I think 
it’s going to be a really great open-
ing to the rest of the summer.”

Attendees at Friday’s grand open-
ing shared that enthusiasm. Many 
said they were excited to get anoth-
er restaurant option in Oglethorpe 
County. 

“I feel like there’s a lot of divi-
sion because there’s not a lot of 
places to just go and hang out in the 
county,” said Candice Weaver, Mat-
tox-Nation’s younger sister. “If this 
is a place that brings families to-
gether and brings the community 
together, then that would be some-
thing to celebrate.”

While the county’s existing eat-
eries offer staples like wings, pizza 
and Chinese food, Mattox-Nation 
said The Local Spot aims to “bring 
something different to the commu-
nity.” 

The restaurant’s menu includes 
entrees ranging from hamburg-
ers and quesadillas to seafood 
and sandwiches. It also has sever-
al unique appetizer options, such 
as Philly cheesesteak egg rolls and 

dill pickle and cream cheese bombs, 
alongside desserts like brownies 
and funnel cake fries. 

Horsley said some of her favor-
ite menu items are the lemon pepper 
wings, onion rings and loaded fries. 

“All of it’s really good,” Horsley 
said.

The space will also feature table-
top games, live music, karaoke and 
trivia. 

“(I’m) excited to see a new busi-
ness open up in Crawford, and 
I think it’s gonna be really great 
for the community,” said Car-
ol McGrath, a Crawford city coun-
cil member who attended the rib-
bon-cutting. 

Jeff Sharp, county planning and 
zoning director and chamber of 
commerce board member, attended 
the opening as well, adding that the 
business will bring sales tax dollars 
to the county. 

“We need as much of that as we 
can get,” Sharp said. 

For Mattox-Nation, opening a 
restaurant like The Local Spot was a 
dream that began when she was 15 
years old. She said she “fell in love 
with the food industry” while work-
ing at Blazer’s Hot Wings in Lex-
ington and Statham. 

The dream did not come easy. 
The building required major repairs 
and kitchen upgrades to meet health 
department codes after sitting emp-
ty for nearly a decade. Mattox-Na-
tion said navigating these renova-
tions was her steepest challenge. 

Those renovations were success-
fully completed in April, and now 
Mattox-Nation is only waiting to re-
ceive approval for a liquor license. 
Once approved, the restaurant will 
be able to sell bottled and canned 
beer.  

Now that the restaurant is open, 
Mattox-Nation said she hopes it will 
be a place where community mem-
bers can “come, laugh, and get good 
food and service.” 

“We have so much planned, and 
so I just hope it’s such a fun place 
for everyone,” Mattox-Nation said.

The Local Spot 
opens in Crawford

LEXIE SHADIX/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

When guests arrive, there’s a station where they can place orders 

at The Local Spot before taking a seat. The restaurant celebrated its 

grand opening on Friday.

LEXIE SHADIX/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

Surrounded by friends, family and local officials, Stephanie Mat-

tox-Nation gets ready to cut the ribbon at the grand opening of The 

Local Spot, a new restaurant in Crawford, on Friday morning. The 

business, located at 1185 Athens Road, has a few unique appetiz-

er options, such as Philly cheesesteak egg rolls and dill pickle and 

cream cheese bombs. 

LEXIE SHADIX/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

Sofia Horsley, a front-of-house employee at The Local Spot, stands 

next to a sign with the restaurant’s name on Friday morning during 

the location’s grand opening. Horsley said some of her favorite menu 

items are the lemon pepper wings, onion rings and loaded fries. 

By Finley Millwood 

and Emilie Sullivan

The Oglethorpe Echo

Opening a business in Oglethor-
pe County can begin with a simple 
idea, but turning that idea into reali-
ty often requires navigating permits, 
regulations and unexpected chal-
lenges. 

While county officials say the 
process is accessible, local busi-
ness owners note that success de-
pends on understanding the legal 
steps many first-time entrepreneurs 
overlook.

In 2025, Oglethorpe County’s 
Tax Assessor’s office had 122 regis-
tered businesses, according to Tere-
sa Jo Campbell, Oglethorpe Coun-
ty’s planning assistant and permit-
ting coordinator. Not all businesses 
in the county, however, have been 
registered.

The basics
In Oglethorpe County, there are 

three business districts: the Local 
Business District 
(B1), Highway 
Business District 
(B2) and General 
Business District 
(B3). Each de-
pends on the traf-
fic patterns and 
location of the 
business.

According to 
the Oglethorpe 
County Unified Development Code, 
a comprehensive site development 
plan is required for any application 
for a building permit, zoning classi-
fication or involvement of the dis-
trict. This includes details such as 
structure, location, parking plans 
and compliance with handicap and 
ADA requirements.

Following the comprehensive 
plan, the permit process begins. 
Unlike other counties, Oglethorpe 
County does not require a business 
license. However, businesses must 
register with the Oglethorpe Coun-
ty Tax Assessor’s Office every year. 
It is free to register.

The decision
The final decision on the busi-

ness’s application is up to the 
Oglethorpe County Zoning Board 
and Board of Commissioners. Busi-
ness proposals are reviewed during 
the monthly board meetings.

“When something needs to be re-
zoned for business, we take a look 
at that map and see what is really 
the best fit to rezone that to,” Camp-
bell said.

Campbell said sometimes that 
process is about suggesting alterna-
tives to the business owner.

“We’d be supportive of the busi-
ness, but let’s look at a different 
parcel,” Campbell said. “Let’s see 
what else we can find that’s in a 
better area or a better road that can 
handle that volume better.”

After an application is submitted, 
it typically takes 45 to 60 days for 
the zoning board to review it and 
submit the recommendation to ap-
prove or deny. These meetings do 
not accept public comments.

Once the Board of Commission-
ers receives the recommendation, it 
goes under review for a final deci-
sion. Unlike zoning board meetings, 
these sessions do allow for public 
comments. 

“I think that we’re very wel-
coming and need the business in-
crease in Oglethorpe,” Campbell 
said. “If that can continue to grow, 
and we can bring more people to 

those things and to those business-
es, then it would just encourage oth-
ers to jump in and try their business 
ideas.”

Around the county 
Starting a business means meet-

ing the requirements, but local en-
trepreneurs say the real challenge 
goes beyond paperwork.

In Oglethorpe County, the pro-
cess varies depending on the type 
of business. Owners Willie Torres, 
Claudia Reit and Izzy Marler shared 
their experiences navigating the le-
gal and logistical steps required to 
bring their different businesses to 
life.

Brick-and-mortar
For Torres, co-owner of Town 

and Country Kafe in Crawford, 
opening a physical restaurant re-
quired navigating multiple certifica-
tions and inspections.

“You have to get something 
called a certificate of occupancy in 
Oglethorpe County. You have to get 
another one called ServSafe Cer-
tificate of Achievement — it’s for 
ServSafe food handlers,” Torres 
said. “You have to get a food ser-
vice permit. You have to be inspect-
ed by the health department.” 

While the requirements them-
selves were clear, Torres said 
the process was demanding and 
time-consuming. Much of the ini-
tial work fell on his wife, who re-
searched the permits and coordinat-
ed with local officials.

“Difficult in the sense that they 
were very specific on what they 
wanted, and you have to follow 
their specific rules,” Torres said. 
“If they say it’s got to be 5 feet and 
2 inches, it has to be 5 feet and 2 
inches.”

Despite the strict guidelines, Tor-
res said working with local officials 
was ultimately helpful.

“If you talk to the people, you’ll 
get where you want to go. You have 
to respect people in their position,” 
he said.

Opening Town and Country Kafe 
took about a year from purchas-
ing the building to welcoming cus-
tomers. Along the way, delays from 
contractors, inspections and unfore-
seen circumstances affected both 
the timeline and budget.

“So we broke our budget twice 
because, for whatever reason: the 
weather takes over, inspectors are 
not available,” Torres said. “It’s a 
combination of different moving 
components to get the actual ma-
chine (the restaurant) working, and 
when one or two or three of these 
cogs or components are not work-
ing, it backs up everything.”

Torres said the experience taught 
him that future entrepreneurs should 
be as prepared as possible when 
starting a business.

“Do your research. Be very pa-
tient. Have a nest egg, which means 
have a fund, in case, because there’s 
going to be ups and downs,” he 
said.

Wedding venue
For Reit, co-owner of Country-

side Manor, the process looked dif-
ferent. With a background in plan-
ning and development, Reit was al-
ready familiar with zoning laws and 
building requirements.

Because her business operates 
as a wedding venue, it falls under a 
“place of assembly,” which comes 
with strict safety regulations.

“You have to have a licensed ar-
chitect to provide plans. You have 
to get a permit. You have to have 

the fire marshal inspecting that,” 
Reit said. “You have to comply with 
a lot of building and fire codes.”

Even with those requirements, 
Reit described Oglethorpe County 
as less complicated than other areas.

“I think Oglethorpe, it’s real-
ly easy to navigate to open a busi-
ness with the local departments. It’s 
a small community. People are re-
ally helpful,” she 
said.

However, she 
n o t e d  n o t  a l l 
parts of the pro-
cess  a re  con-
trolled locally. 
State-level re-
quirements, such 
as health depart-
ment approvals, 
can slow the pro-
cess. 

“As long as you don’t have to 
deal with the health department. 
The health department usually takes 
a longer time to process reviews 
and permitting,” Reit said.

Reit encouraged aspiring busi-
ness owners to reach out to the 
Oglethorpe County Chamber of 
Commerce for guidance during the 
startup process. As the chamber’s 
secretary, she said she is willing to 
answer questions and offer assis-
tance to new entrepreneurs.

“I will  always be available 
for them (entrepreneurs) free of 
charge,” Reit said.

Home-based, online
Not all businesses require a phys-

ical location. For Marler, owner of 
Three Dogs and a Girl Bakery, start-
ing online offered a lower-risk entry 
into entrepreneurship.

“We chose to start online to min-
imize the risk of launching the busi-
ness,” Marler said.

Even without a storefront, Marl-
er still had to complete several legal 
steps, with help from her mother, an 
accountant.

“We had to obtain a federal EIN 
(employer identification number), a 
state business license, a state sales 
tax license, and a Georgia Depart-
ment of Agriculture license for sell-
ing dog treats,” she said. 

They also had to research and 
comply with Georgia’s cottage 
food regulations, which govern cer-
tain nonhazardous foods made and 
packaged in home kitchens for di-
rect sale to consumers.

Compared to brick-and-mortar 
businesses, startup costs were sig-
nificantly lower — about $2,500 
for baking equipment. However, 
ongoing expenses, such as ingredi-
ents, continue to fluctuate with ris-
ing grocery prices.

Marler runs her business using 
online tools, including Hotplate for 
orders and GoDaddy for her web-
site, while also relying on social 
media for marketing.

“Start small within your com-
munity, friends, family. Then grow 
from there. Keep all things simple,” 
Marler said.

The bigger picture
While the legal requirements can 

be detailed and sometimes over-
whelming, local business owners 
agree that understanding the pro-
cess, and using available resources, 
can make the path smoother.

“I think if we can just keep com-
munity support in our local busi-
nesses it would be the best thing to 
help them grow and show people 
that we want this,” Campbell said. 
“Maybe others will be encouraged 
to try theirs.”

Owners, officials talk about realities
of launching new county businesses

More than paperwork

Teresa Campbell

Claudia Reit

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Izzy Marler attends the Spring Farm Party at Mid-

dle of Nowhere Farm in Hull, Georgia, on March 

28, 2026, where vendors showcased their prod-

ucts. Marler encouraged aspiring business owners 

to “start small within your community, friends, 

family” before growing their business over time. 

LIBBY HOBBS/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

Town and Country Kafe co-owner Willie Torres 

talks about the renovations he had to make in 

order to open his restaurant on April 1, 2025. 

Oglethorpe County restaurant businesses face 

unique challenges meeting the Georgia Depart-

ment of Public Health Northeast Health District’s 

requirements. 
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Happy Father’s DayHappy Father’s Day
June 21, 2026June 21, 2026

1140 Athens Rd, Crawford, GA 30630
(706) 743-7000  • GBrandBBQ.com

Hours: Mon. - Wed. Closed • Th urs. - Sat. 10:00AM - 
9:00PM • Sun. Closed

Celebrate the amazing dads, grandpas, and 
father fi gures in your lives with great food 
and good company. Bring the family and 

join the celebration June 21!

Happy Father’s Day

Give the gift of health and 

wellness to your father 

or a gift to yourself!
Monthly and annual memberships available. 

Break A Sweat With US!
Cronic Fitness takes pride in off ering a top notch work  out area for 

Oglethorpe, Madison, and Clarke counties.

• Gym Membership • Personal Training • Tanning • Group Classes
• 718 B Athens Road, Lexington, GA 30648 • 

• 8889 US-29, Hull, GA 30646 •

• 1053 Franklin Springs, Royston, GA •

706-424-3618 • www.cronicfi tness.com • Hours: Open 24 Hours

Dennis Peter Helmreich
Attorney-at-Law

120 W. Main Street | Lexington, Georgia 30648 | 706-743-3410

Do you have your Do you have your 
estate squared estate squared 

away for your away for your 
family members? family members? 

Want to bless your Want to bless your 
family legacy? family legacy? 

Has it been years Has it been years 
since you’ve since you’ve 
had your will had your will 

reviewed?reviewed?

Give a Father’s Day gift of blessing your family this year. 

Call Dennis’ Law Firm to begin your 
estate and will planning.planning.

145 Coile Drive, 

Crawford, GA 30630 

706-743-6085
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 7:30 am - 4 pm

From your localFrom your local

Recteq Patio 
Legend 400 

Wood Pellet WiFi Grill and 
Smoker Black/Silver 

was $799.99

Now $750.00

Blackstone 36”
Culinary Omnivore Griddle 

w/Hood, 4 -Burner Liquid 

propane Flat Top Grill

was $499.99

Now $450.00

Huntsman 
Spider Grill

All-In-One Round Ceramic 

Grill w/Cradle & Side Shelves
was $899.99

Now $700.00

Gorilla Dump 
Cart

12-cu ft Poly Yard 
Cart 1200 lbs

Now  $219.99

Beretta A300 Ultima
12 Gauge 2-3/3in/4in 
Mossy Oak Bottomland
Semi Automatic 
Shotgun - 28in

Now $999.99

Get a fl at of Rio Shells for FREE 
($150 savings)

Mark Your Calendars For

Saturday, June 20, 2026

www.gbrandbbq.com
www.lordandstephens.com
www.cronicfitness.com


 

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

SALESALE

Celebrating 250 Years!

LIMIT 1 PER TRANSACTION.
Enter in your number at checkout to redeem offer.

INSTANTLY WHEN YOU 
SPEND $15 OR MORE ON 

PARTICIPATING HEALTH & 
BEAUTY PRODUCTSSAVE $5SAVE $5

Participating Brands & Items: 
Crest and Oral B, Jergens Body Lotion, 

Pepto, Rolaids, Prilosec,  Old Spice and 

Secret Deodorant, Tylenol, Irish Spring 

and Soft Soap Bodywash and Soaps

Mix 
Mix &&  

Match!
Match!Mix & 

Match!

REWARDS MEMBERS ONLY!

0610Flap1_bd_BS

16-Oz., Bun Length Or

Bar-S  
Jumbo Franks

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

16-Oz., Selected Cotto 
Salami Or

Oscar Mayer 
Bologna

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

18.4 To 27.2-Oz., Selected 
Picnic Shoulder Roast, Filet Or

Smithfield 
Pork Tenderloin

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

20 To 29-Oz., Selected

General Mills  
Giant Size Cereal

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

11.8-Oz., Selected

Little Dutch Maid 
Creme Cookies

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

16.9-Oz., Selected

Filippo Berio 
Olive Oil

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

30-Ct.

Top Care  
All Day Allergy

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

4.5 To 6-Oz., Selected

Arm & Hammer 
Toothpaste

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

19-Ct. Mighty Pacs 
Or 30-Oz., Selected

All  
Liquid Detergent

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

16-Oz., Reg, Or Thick

Bar-S  
Bologna

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

2.44 To 2.9-Oz., Selected

Armour 
Lunchmakers

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

10-Ct., Selected 
Cinnabon, Donut Shop, 

Green Mountain Or

McCafe K-Cups

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

3 To 3.52-Oz., Selected

Quaker Mini  
Rice Crisps

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

10.5-Oz.

Food Club 
Tomato Soup

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

30-Ct., 10mg

Top Care 
Allergy Relief

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

24-Ct., Selected

Alka-Seltzer Plus 
Powerfast Fizz

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

16 To 22-Oz., Selected

Foster Farms  
Chicken Wings

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11

10-Oz., Nutrient Rich

Cherub
Tomatoes

FREEFREE
BUY GET11 11



 

0610Flap2_bd_BS

5 to 8-Oz., Selected 

Sargento 
Sliced Or 
Shredded Cheese

REWARDS MEMBERS ONLY!

Ea.

$$1.981.98
Mix & Match participating items. Must buy four (4) in the same transaction to 
receive promotional price. Quantities less than 4 will be at regular retail price.

Mix 
Mix &&  

Match!
Match!Mix & 

Match!

$$1.981.98$1.98

FINAL PRICE
WHEN YOU BUY

LIMIT 1 PER HOUSEHOLD.
Enter in your number at checkout to redeem offer.

COMPLETE  •  EASY  •  AFFORDABLE

REWARDS MEMBERS ONLY!

Participating Items: 
50-Ct. Totino’s Pizza Rolls, 8-Ct. Pillsbury Crescent and Cinnamon Rolls, 8-Ct. Grands! Biscuits, Selected 

General Mills Giant Size Cereal, 6-Oz. Annie’s Macaroni and Cheese, 8-Oz. Chex Mix, Gardetto’s Snack Mix, 

Bugles,  Progresso Pitmaster Soup, Betty Crocker Favorites Brownie Mix, Betty Crocker Delights Cake Mix

PARTICIPATING GENERAL 
MILLS  ITEMS IN ONE 
TRANSACTION ANDBBUUYY  55BUY 5

SSAAVVEE  $$55SAVE $5
Mix 
Mix &&  

Match!
Match!Mix & 

Match!

MEATBALL SUB

BUY. EARN. REDEEM.
Enter in your number at checkout to redeem offer.

$898

WHEN YOU BUY      
 OF EACH ITEM

+ +

No mix and match. Must buy all three (3) items in the same 
transaction to receive promotional price. 

Other quantities will be at regular retail price.

REWARDS MEMBERS ONLY!

LIMIT 1 PER MEMBER.
Enter in your number at checkout to redeem offer.

24-Oz., 

Selected

Johnsonville
Meatballs

6-Ct.

Lewis Brat & 
Sausage 

Buns

14.5 To 24-Oz., 

Selected

Prego Pasta
Sauce

2/$20
MIX & MATCH PARTICIPATING ITEMS. Must buy 2 in the same transaction 

to receive promotional price. Single item sold at regular retail price.

6-Ct., Double Rolls or 4-Ct., Triple Rolls

Bounty 
Paper Towels 
or 9-Ct., Mega Rolls or 
6-Ct., Mega XL Rolls Bath Tissue

Charmin
Bath Tissue

FINAL PRICE 
When You Buy 

2

LIMIT 1 PER TRANSACTION.
Enter in your number at checkout to redeem offer.

REWARDS MEMBERS ONLY!

4.98

50-Ct., Selected

Totino’s 
Pizza Rolls

2.28

6-Oz., Selected

Annie’s Macaroni 
& Cheese

2/$5

16.3-Oz., Selected

Betty Crocker 
Brownie Mix

2/$6

8-Ct., Selected 
Cinnamon Rolls Or

Pillsbury  
Crescent Rolls

2/$6

7.5 To 8.6-Oz., Gardettos 
Or Selected

General Mills 
Bugles Or Chex Mix

2/$6

8-Ct., Selected

Pillsbury 
Grand! Biscuits



 Frozen

Chicken 
Drumsticks

.78Lb.Frozen

Split Chicken  
Breast

.98Lb.

0610g1_ml_FMV0610g1_ml_FMV

Chicken Sale!
Chicken Sale!Chicken Sale!
Chicken Sale!

Why Did the Why Did the 

Chicken Cross the Road?
Chicken Cross the Road?

To Strut Off This Week's

Amazing Deals!

2.98

24 To 32-Oz., Selected

Crav'n Flavor  
Frozen Potatoes

FAMILY FAVORITES

4/$5

24-Oz., Selected

Hunt's  
Pasta Sauce

2/$5

6-Pk. Danimals Or 4-Pk., 
Selected Activia Or

Yocrunch 
Yogurt

3.98

9.21 To 14.03-Oz., 
Selected

Oreo  
Cookies

2.48

15 To 16-Oz., Selected

Jif  
Peanut Butter

4.48

12-Pk., Selected

Faygo 
Soft Drinks

298Lb. USDA Inspected, 
Bone-In

Country Style  
Pork Ribs

148Lb. Frozen

Whole  
Frying 
Chicken

248Lb. Frozen

Boneless & 
Skinless 
Chicken Breasts

198Lb. Frozen

Catfish  
Nuggets

Butcher's Best®

Boneless  
London Broil

598Lb. 

Download your DIGITAL COUPON 
for a  CRAZY LOW PRICE.

THESE CRAZY PRICES GOOD 

THURSDAY, JUNE 11 - 
SUNDAY, JUNE 14, ONLY!

COUPON VALID FOR ONE-TIME USE ONLY

3.48

46 To 48-Oz., Frozen 46 To 48-Oz., Frozen 
Dairy Dessert OrDairy Dessert Or

Blue Bunny  
Ice Cream

Family Pack
Ground Beef $4.48-Lb.
10-Lb., Chub

Fresh  
Ground Beef

398Lb. 

FINAL PRICE

1.48
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

2.98

1.50
DIGITAL COUPON

10.75 To 12.7-Oz., 
Selected French 
Toast Sticks Or

Eggo Waffles

LIMIT 1 OFFERLIMIT 1 OFFER

FINAL PRICE

3.48
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

4.48

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON

38-Oz., Squeeze

Heinz  
Ketchup

LIMIT 1 OFFERLIMIT 1 OFFER

FINAL PRICE

2/$2
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$3

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON

15-Oz., Orig. Or 
Sausage

Libby’s  
Country Gravy

LIMIT 1 OFFERLIMIT 1 OFFER

FINAL PRICE

2/$1
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$3

2.00
DIGITAL COUPON

59-Oz., Selected 
Lemonade Or

Minute Maid 
Punch

LIMIT 1 OFFERLIMIT 1 OFFER

FINAL PRICE

2.98
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

3.98

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON

12-Oz., Selected

Sugardale   
Sliced 
Bacon

LIMIT 1 OFFERLIMIT 1 OFFER

15-Oz., Blackeye Peas 
Or Selected

Luck's  
Beans

FINAL PRICE

4/$3
SALE PRICE

OFF FOUR

4/$4

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON4/$5

12 To 16-Oz., Selected

Mueller  
Pasta

2/$4

14 To 18-Oz., Selected 
Honey Mustard Or

Sweet Baby Ray's 
Sauces

298Field Ripened

Sweet 
Athena  
Cantaloupes

7-Oz. Whipped Cream,
16-Oz. Blueberries, 

6-Oz. Raspberries Or 
Blackberries Or 1-Lb.

Fresh Strawberries

GREEN WITH ENVY PRICING!

BBEERRRRY BY BOONNAANNZZAABERRY BONANZA

3/$999

Mix 
Mix &&  

Match!
Match!Mix & 

Match!

3/$5

6-Ct.

Dessert 
Shells

FARM    TABLEto

2/$9

16.9-Oz., Bottles

6-Pack Coke Or
Pepsi Products

 WED THURS FRI SAT  SUN MON TUES 
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 PRICES GOOD FROM JUNE 10 THRU JUNE 16, 2026

Visit www.btfoodfresh.com For Our Online Ad & Digital Coupons

No sales to dealers - quantity rights reserved, not responsible for typographical errors. 
Pictures used in this ad are for display purposes only and may not necessarily represent the item.

Now Accepting Healthy Benefits Card

110 North Peachtree, St. 
Lincolnton, GA

706-359-5101

Open Mon. - Sun. • 7AM - 9PM

740 Athens Rd.
Lexington, GA

706-743-8352

Open Mon. - Sun. • 7AM - 8PM 

540 E Winthrope Ave. 
Millen, GA

478-401-0943

Open Mon. - Sun. • 7AM - 9PM 

304 South Railroad Ave. 
Mt. Vernon, GA

912-583-0095

Open Mon. - Sat. • 8AM - 8PM & 

Sun. • 9AM - 6PM

995 Hawthorne Ave.
Athens, GA

762-402-9700

Open Mon. - Sun. • 7AM - 8PM 

8205B E Main St. 
Ridgeland, SC

843-547-1174

Open Mon. - Sun. • 7AM - 9PM 

312 S Veterans Blvd. 
Glennville, GA 30427

912-654-3100

Open Mon. - Sun. • 7AM - 9PM 

Butts St., 
Wadley, GA

478-252-3896

Open Mon. - Sun. • 7AM - 9PM 

208 N Broad St.
Winder, GA

770-867-9713

Open Sun. - Sat. • 7AM - 9PM 

www.btfoodfresh.com
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5.98

30-Oz., Selected

Kraft 
Real Mayo

4/$5

1-Oz., Selected Fajita Or

Old El Paso 
Taco Seasoning

1.78

14.5 To 15-Oz., Selected

Glory  
Vegetables

3.68

5 To 11-Oz., Selected Sriracha Or

Mclllhenny  
Tabasco Sauce

6.98

30-Oz., Selected

Kraft  
Miracle Whip

1.78

9-Oz., Taco Sauce Or 10-Oz., Enchilada 
Sauce Or 16-Oz., Selected

Old El Paso  
Refried Beans

2/$3

14.5 To 15.25-Oz., Selected

Green Giant 
Vegetables

3.78

16-Oz., Selected

Chick-Fil-A 
Sauce

3.99

8-Ct., Perfectly Crafted

Nature’s Own Hamburger  
Or Hot Dog Buns

4.98

10-Oz.

Heinz 57  
Sauce

2.48

8 TO 10-CT., SELECTED 
TACO SHELLS $3.78

OLD EL PASO 

TORTILLAS

1.58

15-Oz., Selected

Veg-All Mixed 
Vegetables

5.48

10-OZ., SELECTED

A.1. 

STEAK SAUCE

3.48

16-Oz., Selected Marinades Or

Sweet Baby Ray’s  
Wing Sauces

4.48

36 To 46-Oz., Selected

Dole  
Pineapple Juice

1.78

14-Oz. Squeeze

Heinz  
Yellow Mustard

2.78

6-Pk, Selected

Mott’s  
Apple Sauce

2.78

11.36-Oz. Cheddar Bay

Red Lobster  
Biscuit Mix

3.98

6.5 To 10.3-Oz., Selected

Nabisco 
Snack Crackers

5.48

9 To 12-Oz., Selected

Nestle Tollhouse 
Morsels

12-Pk., Selected

Lacroix 
Sparkling Water

GROCERY SAVINGS

2/$5

11.5-Oz., Squeeze

Food Club  
Mayonnaise

2/$4

28-Oz., Selected

Food Club  
Baked Beans

3.98

26.7-Oz., Instant

Food Club 
Mashed Potatoes

2.98

28-Oz., White

Food Club 
Instant Rice

CONNECTING PEOPLE 
®

5.48

130-Ct.

Simply Done  
Foam Plates

1.78

25-Sq. Ft.

Simply Done  
Aluminum Foil

1.78

14 To 24-Ct., Selected 
Storage Or 

Simply Done 
Freezer Bags

5.98

4-Lb. Bag, Easy Light

Kingsford  
Charcoal

LOVE YOUR

PETS

HOME & HEALTH

4.98
1-Ct. 9V, 2-Ct. C 
Or D, 4-Ct. AA Or AAA

Duracell  
Batteries..............................

#1 Trusted Battery Brand

1.78

12-Oz., Shells & 
Cheddar Or 14-Oz.

Food Club Macaroni  
& Cheese Dinner

29.98

15 To 16.5-Lb., Selected

Purina One  
Dog Food

.85

5.5-Oz., Selected

Friskies 
Cat Food

3.98

40-Oz., Canola Or

Crisco  
Vegetable Oil

FINAL PRICE

2/$10
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

2/$11

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON

8-Oz., Selected

Wish Bone  
Salad Dressing

FINAL PRICE

2/$3
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$4

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON

128-Oz., Selected

Hawaiian Punch  
Drinks

3.282/$7

6.5 To 10-Oz., Selected

Cheetos Or  
Fritos Snacks



 

THE DAILY SCOOP

0610g3_cd_BS

BAKERY FRESH

3/$4

7 To 7.6-Oz., Selected

Martha White 
Muffin Mix

8.98

24-Oz.

Food Club Thick  
Cut Bacon

4.98

27-Oz.

Smoky Farms  
Sausage Patties

3.98

12 To 16-Oz., Selected 

Swaggerty’s Sausage 
Roll, Links Or Patties

BREAKFAST ASSIST

2/$5

6-Ct., Selected

Lindy’s  
Italian Ice

2.48

12-Ct., Sugar Cone Or

Joy Ice  
Cream Cups

3.48

10-Ct. Waffle Bowl Or 12-Ct.

Joy  
Waffle Cones

Discover the Possibilities

7 To 8-Oz., Selected 
Cracker Cut Or

Cabot Chunk Cheese

3.48

64-Oz., Selected

Almond Breeze 
Almond Milk

2/$6

16-Oz., Creamy Ranch 
Or French Onion

Daisy Dips

6.98

20-Oz., Selected

Rana Family 
Size Pasta

5.48

12 To 16-Ct., Selected

Kraft American 
Singles

4.98

13-Oz., Selected Sweet Foam Or

Reddi Wip 
Whipped Topping

3.98

32-Oz., Selected

Food Club 
Greek Yogurt

4.78

64-Oz., Selected

International 
Delight Iced Coffee

FROZEN  FAVORITES

2.28

10 To 14.4-Oz., Selected

Birds Eye  
Vegetables

57 To 96-Oz., Selected

Stouffer’s Party 
Size Meals

5.48

4 To 6-Ct. Selected

White Castle  
Sliders

6.8 To 7.27-Oz., Selected

Lily’s  
Toaster Grills

6.78

42-Oz., Selected

Birds Eye 
Viola! Meals

4.78

12-Ct., Selected

Green Giant 
Corn on the Cob

1.78

8-Oz., Selected

Cool Whip  
Topping

5.98

10 To 17.4-Oz., Selected

TGI Friday’s  
Appetizers

11.98

50-Oz.

Cookies N’  
Creme Cake

4.98

20-Oz., Orange Crush Or 7 Up

Cafe Valley 
Créme Cake

2.58

24-Oz.

Lewis Bake Shop 
Texas Toast

4.98

12-Ct., Selected

Lofthouse 
Cookies

4/$4

8-Oz.

Glazed  
Donuts

4.98

9-Ct., Selected

CT Bakery 
Mini Donuts

4.98

13-Oz., Selected

Bakery Fresh 
Brownies Or Bars

5.98

24-Oz., 8-Inch

Baked 
Peach Pie

4 To 6-Ct., Selected Drumstick Or

Oreo 
Novelties

FINAL PRICE

4.48
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

5.48

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

14.98
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

15.98

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2/$6
SALE PRICE

OFF TWO

2/$7

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON

FINAL PRICE

2.78
SALE PRICE

OFF ONE

3.78

1.00
DIGITAL COUPON

4.48

12-Oz.

Fischer’s  
Sliced Bacon



 

QUICK SOLUTIONS

11.98

20-Oz.

Schweid & Sons 
Signature Sliders

12.98

Sold In 2-Lb. Box

Holten’s 
Smashed Burgers

12.98

Sold in 3-Lb. Pk., 85% Lean

Butterball  
Ground Turkey

THE “MEATING’’ PLACE

0610g4_ml_FMV

Lb.198Farm Fresh

Vine Ripe 
Tomatoes 2/$75-Oz., Baby Spinach, 

50/50 Or

Fresh Express 
Spring Mix

Lb.248Juicy Sweet
Nectarines Or

California 
Peaches

3-Lb. Bag, All Purpose

Yellow 
Onions

2.68

24-Oz., Fresh from the Start

Bite Size Red, Yellow 
Or Medley Potatoes

2/$6
8-Oz., Champs Fresh

Whole Or Sliced 
White Mushrooms

2/$4

Farmers Finest

Tender Zucchini  
Or Yellow Squash

1.68Lb.

FARMERS FINEST® PRODUCE

3.98

8 To 12-Oz., Selected Varieties

Southern Seas 
Shrimp

9.98

1-Lb., 26/30-Ct., P&D, Tray Pack

Southern Seas 
Tail-Off Shrimp

18.98

2-Lb., 31/40-Ct., P&D, Tail-On

Southern Seas 
Cooked Shrimp

8.98

1-Lb., 100/200-Ct., P&D, Tail-Off.

Southern Seas 
Cooked Shrimp

CatchesOff The HookSeafood
4.98Lb. 

Store Packaged

Catfish  
Fillets

6.98

15-Oz., Selected 
Square Table

Hormel  
Entrees

5.98

3-Lb. Bag, Delicious!

Onion 
Rings

SAVE BIG Skip the

12.98

Sold In 5-Lb. Bag, 
Selected

Boneless  
Breaded Chicken

12.98Lb. 

Butcher’s Best®

T-Bone  
Steaks

1.98Lb. 

USDA Inspected

Boston Butt 
Pork Roast

FIRE UP THE FLAVOR

4.98Lb. 

Springer Mtn. Farms

Buffalo Style 
Chicken Wings

3.98

12 To 14-Oz., Selected Brats Or

Johnsonville 
Smoked Sausage

3.98

12-Oz., Chicken Salad 
Or Selected

Star’s  
Pimento  
Cheese

3.98

7 To 8-Oz., Selected

Prime Fresh 
Lunch Meat

4.98

15 To 16-Oz., Selected 
Chicken Or

Brookwood Farms 
Chopped BBQ

6.98

10.4 To 19.2-Oz., Selected

Swaggerty’s  
Breakfast 

Sandwiches

2/$6

15-Oz., Turkey 
Or Selected

Ball Park  
Meat Franks

9.98

28-Oz., Selected

Oscar Mayer  
Sub Kit

5.98

15 To 16-Oz., Selected

Oscar Mayer  
Beef Franks

3.48

8-Oz., Selected 
Boneless

Smithfield  
Ham Steaks

3.98

5 To 6-Oz., Selected

Hormel  
Pepperoni

6.98

22-Oz., Selected

Buddig  
Lunch Meat

5.98

12-Oz.

Hebrew 
Beef Franks

5.98

16-Oz., Selected

Food Club 
Lunch Meat

3.98

24-Oz., Bun Master Hot 
Dogs Or Selected

Roger Wood 
Sausage

3.98

12 To 24-Oz., Selected

Bob Evans  
Side Dishes

4.98

12 To 16-Oz., Selected Black Label

Hormel  
Sliced Bacon

Red Ripe

Whole Seedless 
Watermelon

5.98
Seedless Watermelon Quarters - $.78Lb.

Florist Quality

Premium 8 Stem 
Glam Bouquet

10.99
Guaranteed Fresh All The Time!  

Satisfaction Guaranteed Or Your Money Back!

Independently Owned

Food Fresh


